REVELATION 22





A Description of New Jerusalem Is Continued, 22:1-5





A River of Water of Life in New Jerusalem, 22:1





Revelation 22:1 And he [ the angel of 21:9 ] shewed [ showed ] me [ John ] a {pure} [ DNE in older manuscript ]  river [ located in New Jerusalem ] of water of life [ that has a function similar to the "rivers of living water" that flow from the life of the Church Age believer ], clear as crystal [ describes the "water of life" ], proceeding out of [ from ] the throne of God [ in new Jerusalem ] and of the Lamb [ Christ ].





The Tree of Life in New Jerusalem, 22:2





Revelation 22:2 [[ Here is a difficult verse to interpret ]] In the midst [ middle ] of the street [ this is where the river of living water flows ] of it [ new Jerusalem ], and on either side of the river, was there [ DNE ] the tree of life [ it is inconclusive whether this is this one tree that spans both sides of a narrow river or is a specie of tree found on both sides of the river ], which bare twelve manner of [ DNE ] fruits [ different kinds ], and [ DNE ] yielded her [ tree of life's ] fruit every month [ a new crop every month; nowhere are we told whether this fruit is to be eaten ]: and the leaves of the tree [ of life ] were [ DNE ] for the healing [ health-giving; the leaves of this tree are not to cure diseases because diseases do not exist in eternity; its leaves promote the enjoyment of life in new Jerusalem ] of the nations [ more correctly, "Gentiles," "people" ].  [ This verse teaches that while it is not necessary for believers in the eternal state to sustain their lives by physical means, they can enjoy that which the tree of life provides. ] 





The Curse Is Removed from the Earth, 22:3





Revelation 22:3 And there shall be no more curse [ this implies "perfect restoration:"  any curse brought on by the sin of Adam is now permanently lifted; this implies the eternal state rather than the millennial state ]: but the throne of God and of the Lamb [ Christ:  from which comes  "perfect administration" ] shall be in it [ new Jerusalem ]; and his [ Christ's ] servants [ believers in the eternal state ] shall serve [ this is not arduous toil, but blessedness of service to ] him [ Christ ]:  [ this implies "perfect subordination" ] 





Revelation 22:4 And they [ saints in eternity ] shall see his [ Christ's ] face [ perfect transformation ]; and his [ Christ's ] name shall be [ DNE ] in [ correction:  "upon" ] their [ saints in eternity ] foreheads [ indicates that they belong to Christ:  this implies "perfect identification" ].





Christ Is the Light of New Jerusalem, 22:5





Revelation 22:5 And there shall be no night [ darkness ] there [ in the new Jerusalem ] ; and they [ the saints in eternity ] need no candle [ artificial light ], neither light of the sun [ natural light ] [ rthis implies "perfect illumination" ]; for the Lord God giveth them [ saints in eternity ] light [ He is the Light ]: and they [ saints in eternity ] shall reign [[ with Christ ]] for ever and ever [ throughout all eternity ] [[ this implies "perfect exultation" ]].  





The Angel Authenticates This Prophecy, 22:6





Revelation 22:6 And he [ the angel of 21:9 ] said unto me [ John ], These sayings [ of 22:1-5 ] are [ DNE ] faithful [ can be believed ] and true [ free from error]: [[ what follows in this verse is a reminder to John from 1:1 ]] and the Lord God of the holy prophets sent his [ the Lord's ] angel to shew [ show ] unto his [ the Lord's ] servants the things which must shortly be done [ literally, "what is necessary to do quickly" ].





Christ Himself Announces His Soon Coming, 22:7





Revelation 22:7 Behold, I [ Jesus ] come [ He is coming at both the rapture and 2nd advent; what follows is true of both ] quickly [ not "soon," but "fast;" when the action comes, it will be sudden ]: blessed [ happy:  a special promise repeated from 1:3 follows ] is [ DNE ] he that keepeth [ obeys ] the sayings of the prophecy [ the content ] of this book [ Revelation ].





John Worships an Angel, 22:8





Revelation 22:8 And I John saw these things [ in 22:1-7 ], and heard them [ DNE ].  And when I [ John ] had heard and seen [ the things in 22:1-7 ], I [ John ] fell down to worship before [ in front of ] the feet of the angel [ of 21:9 ] which [ who ] shewed [ showed ] me [ John ] these things [ in 22:1-7 ].





Revelation 22:9 Then saith he [ the angel at whose feet John fell in worship ] unto me [ John ], See thou do it [ DNE ] not [ don't worship me ]: for I [ the angel ] am thy [ John's ] fellowservant, and of [ to be classified with ] thy [ John's ] brethren [ Jewish believers coming out of the Tribulation; see 12:7 ] the prophets, and of them [ Tribulation believers] which [ who ] keep [ are obedient to ] the sayings of this book [ Revelation ]: worship [[ only ]] God.





John Told Not to Seal the Book of Revelation, 22:10-11





Revelation 22:10 And he [ the angel at whose feet John fell ] saith unto me [ John ], Seal not [ do not close up ] the sayings of the prophecy [ the nature of the content ] of this book [ Revelation ]: for the time [ of the consummation of the ages ] is at hand [ near ].





Revelation 22:11 He that is unjust [ unrighteous ], let him be unjust [ unrighteous ] still [ now and into the future ]: and he which [ who ] is filthy [ vile ], let him be filthy [ vile ] still [ now and into the future ]: and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still [ now and into the future ]: and he that is holy, let him be holy still [ now and into the future ].  [This means that if the prophecies of this book are rejected, there is no other message that will work.  If the prophecies of this book are heeded, no other message is required. ] 





The Concluding Testimony of Christ, 22:12-21





Christ's Coming with His Rewards, 22:12





Revelation 22:12 And, behold, I [ Jesus ] come [ rapture ] quickly [ fast ]; and my [ Jesus' ] reward [ for Christian service ] is [ DNE ] with me [ Christ ], to give every man [ Christian ] according as his [ Christian's ] work [ not sins ] shall be [ are the Christian's works made of gold, silver, precious stones (divine good) of wood, hay, stubble (human good) ; see 1 Cor. 3:12 ].





The Distributor of Rewards Is Eternal, 22:13





Revelation 22:13 I [ Jesus ] am Alpha [ first letter of Greek alphabet ] and Omega [ last letter of Greek alphabet ], [[ the following interprets Alpha and Omega ]] the beginning and the end, the first and the last.  [[ Christ is both the source and consummation (goal) of all things ]] 





The Saved Have a Right to the Tree of Life, 22:14





Revelation 22:14 Blessed are [ DNE ] {they that do his commandments} [ this reading is rejected for the following reading:  "they who wash their robes"], that they [ those who wash their robes ] may have right [ access ] to the tree of life, and may [ have a right to ] enter in through the gates into the city [ new Jerusalem:  the implication is that the saved are in view ].





The Unsaved Are Dened Access to the New Jerusalem, 22:15





Revelation 22:15 For [ DNE ] without [ Greek:  ecw , meaning "not belonging to one's community," here, the community of the saved ] [[ what follows is a description of those who have never been saved ]] are [ DNE ] dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie. [ not only have these been excluded from the new Jerusalem, they have never been included among the saved; the implication from this verse is that only the saved will ever have access to new Jerusalem ]





The Testimony of the Angel, 22:16





Revelation 22:16 I Jesus have sent mine angel [ of 1:1 ] to testify [ witness ] unto you these things [ the Book of Revelation ] in the churches [ the seven churches of Asia in chapters 2-3 ]. I am the root [ the source of life ] and the offspring of David [ the promised coming King ], and [ DNE ] the bright and morning star [ the star that precedes the dawn of a new day ].





A Universal Invitation, 22:17





Revelation 22:17 And the [[ Holy ]] Spirit and the bride [ the church ] say, Come [ an invitation ]. And let him that heareth say, Come [ an invitation ]. And let him that is athirst come [ in response to the invitation ]. And whosoever will [ the invitation is open to all ], let him [ whosoever ] take the water of life freely [ the water of life does not cost anything; this is grace ].





A Warning, 22:18





Revelation 22:18 For I [ Jesus ] testify unto [ warn ] every man [ everyone ] that [ who ] heareth the words of the prophecy [ the nature of the content ] of this book [ Revelation ], If any man [ anyone ] shall add [ words ] unto these things [ the things written in Revelation ], God shall add unto him [ the one who adds to the words of this book ] the plagues that are written in this book [ Revelation ]:





Revelation 22:19 And if [ 3rd class condition:  maybe he will, and maybe he won't ] any man [ anyone ] shall take away [ anything ] from the words of the book [ Revelation ] of this prophecy [ the nature of the content of this book ], God shall take away his [ the one who takes away from the words of this book ] part [ salvation and the inheritance that goes with it ] out of the book of life [ the name will be blotted out of the book of life ], and [[ will take away his part ]] out of the holy city [ new Jerusalem ], and from [ DNE ] [[ and will take away his part out of ]] the things [ blessings belonging to the saints ] which are written in this book [ Revelation ].





Jesus Is Coming Quickly,22:20





Revelation 22:20 He [ Jesus ] which [ who ] testifieth [ warns of ] these things [ the things of this book ] saith, Surely I [ Jesus ] come [ rapture ] quickly [ fast ]. Amen [ so be it ]. [[ John now speaking ]] Even so, come [ rapture ], Lord Jesus.





The Closing Benediction, 22:21





Revelation 22:21 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be [ DNE ] {with you all} [ correction:  "with all the saints" ]. Amen [ DNE ].
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