Romans 6:1-10 (Expanded and Interpreted)





1	[ Based on what we just learned in the previous chapter ] What shall we [ born-again Christians ] say then? Are we [ born-again Christians ] to continue in sin [ continue functioning under the influence of the old-sin-nature and thereby committing personal sins ] that grace [ God’s provision of forgiveness and cleansing ] might increase [ the more I sin the more grace I receive ]?


2	May it never be! [ There is no excuse for personal sins after salvation ] How shall we [ born-again Christians ] who died to sin [ God viewing us as having been identified with the death of Christ on the cross; this is called retroactive positional truth ] still live [ continue to live ] in it [ allowing the old-sin nature to continually influence us to commit personal sins after salvation has been achieved ]?


3	Or do you [ born-again Christians ] not know [ not have epignosis knowledge ] that all [ everyone ] of us [ born-again Christians ] who have been [ past tense, pointing us back to the moment of our salvation ] baptized [ by the Holy Spirit who takes us out of Adam and places us ] into Christ Jesus [ union with Christ by means of that Spirit baptism; top circle of cross and two circles ] have been [ past tense; points us back to something that occurred as a result of our salvation that occurred at sometime in our past ] baptized [ by means of that Spirit baptism ] into [ identifying us with ] His [ Christ’s ] death [ physically on the cross ]? 


4	Therefore [ based on what has just been established ]  we [ born-again Christians ] have been [ past tense pointing to the time when Christ was buried physically after His physical death on the cross ] buried [ after death comes burial ] with Him [ identification with Christ in His burial, following having been identified with Christ in His physical death ] through [ the process of ] baptism [ Spirit baptism ] into death [ first death, then burial ], in order that [ establishes the reason why we were identified with Christ’s death and burial ] as [ this word establishes the basis for what follows the coming “so” ] Christ was raised [ resurrected ] from the dead [ Christ first died physically, then was buried, and then was resurrected from the dead ] through [ by means of ] the glory [ every characteristic of God the Father that was at work to effect Christ’s resurrection ] of [ belonging to ] the Father [ God, as the Author of the plan ], so [ in order that ] we [ born-again Christians ] too [ not Christ alone, but we also ] might walk [ live our Christian lives ] in newness of life [ living our Christian life from the source of our “new man,” “inner man,” “new creation,” as a result of identification with Christ in His resurrection ]


5	For if [ and it’s true ] we [ born-again Christians ] have become united with {Him} [ identification truth ] in the likeness of His death [ identification with His physical death ], certainly we [ born-again Christians ] shall be [ united with Him ] also [ in the likeness ] of His resurrection [ identification with Christ in resurrection ],


6	knowing [ having right lobe (epignosis) information ] this [ because it was just stated in verses 2, 3, 4, 5 ], that our [ born-again Christians ] old self [ the old-man, the product of the influence of the old-sin-nature ] was crucified [ past tense ] with {Him,} [ identification with Christ in His physical death ] that our [ born-again Christian’s ] body of sin [ figurative for the old-sin nature ] might be done away with [ rendered ineffective; not eradicated ], that we [ born-again Christians ] should no longer [ from the moment of salvation ] be slaves [ because we had no other option prior to our salvation ] to sin [ the old-sin-nature from which source comes all of our personal sins ]; 


7	for he [ born-again Christian ] who has died [ retroactive positional truth; identification with Christ in His physical death ] is freed [ released from slavery ] from [ the power of ] sin [ the old-sin nature whose source is personal sins ].


8	Now if [ and it’s true ] we [ born-again Christians ] have died [ retroactive positional truth; identification truth ] with Christ [ identification with Christ in His death ], we [ born-again Christians ] believe [ trust; exhale faith ] that we [ born-again Christians ] shall [ a gnomic future that states a fact; this does not point to some future event; the focus is certainty, not something future ] also live [ in newness of life; living out of the new man, the inner man, the new creation ] with Him [ identification with Christ in His resurrection ],


9	knowing [ epignosis knowledge; having right lobe information ] that Christ, having been [ past action ] raised [ resurrected ] from the dead [ Christ’s literal physical resurrection from physical death ], is never to die [ physical death ] again; death [ physical death ] no longer is master [ resurrected life destroys the power of physical death ] over Him [ Christ ].


10	For the death [ physical ] that He [ Christ ] died [ physically ], He [ Christ ] died [ physically ] to sin [ with reference to personal sin the source of which is the old-sin-nature ], once [ on Calvary’s cross never to be crucified again ] for [ as a substitute for ] all [ every member of the human race ]; but [ contrasting Christ’s death with His life after His resurrection ] the life [ resurrected life ] that He [ Christ ] lives [ in resurrection ], He [ Christ ] lives [ in resurrection ] to [ unto ] God [ the Father who authored the plan ]. (NAS)


