SERMON ON THE MOUNT


or


JESUS PRESENTS KINGDOM POLICY TO ISRAEL








Introduction





A.	Jesus gave three major discourses during his public ministry.





Name of the Discourse	Location





Sermon on the Mount	Matthew 5-7


Olivet Discourse	Matthew 24-25


Upper Room Discourse	John 13-17





B.	The focus of this study is the Sermon on the Mount.





C.	This discourse is addressed to the Jews before the cross and to the Jews in the coming millennial kingdom; therefore, its primary application is to the Jew before the cross and to the Jew in the millennial kingdom.


1)	The policies contained in this discourse would have been implemented before the cross had Israel accepted Jesus as their messiah at his first advent.


2)	The policies contained in this discourse will be implemented in the millennium because Israel will accept Jesus as their Messiah at the second advent.


D.	This means that the Sermon on the Mount has no PRIMARY APPLICATION for the Church.


E.	Under the principle of SECONDARY APPLICATION, the Church can draw lessons and principles from this discourse, however, as rules for Christian living, the Sermon on the Mount is not in effect during the Church Age.


F.	Once again, the Sermon on the Mount is addressed to the Jew before the cross and to the Jew during the millennial reign of Christ as rules for living during the earthly reign of Christ.


G.	Since the Sermon on the Mount is a COMPLETE rule of conduct (guide for living) for the Jew during the millennium, the Christian is ill-advised to accept a portion of the Sermon on the Mount as a rule of Christian conduct (the way for a Christian to live) while rejecting other portions of the Sermon on the Mount as NOT being a rule of Christian conduct (the way for a Christian to live).


Principle:  It is a “destructive method of interpretation” for anyone to accept only one portion of a COMPLETE rule of conduct (for example, the Sermon on the Mount, Matthew 5-7) while rejecting other portions of that same complete rule of conduct.


H.	Example of point G.


1)	Note the following passages:


Matthew 5:22  But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire.


Matthew 5:29  And if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast into hell.


Matthew 5:30  And if thy right hand offend thee, cut it off, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast into hell.


2)	Since Matthew 5:22, 29-30 are a part of the Sermon on the Mount, and since the Christian is saved form hell fire through the measureless grace of God, the Christian should recognize that he has no relationship to the above warnings in Matthew 5.  In addition, the Christian must understand that he has no PRIMARY RELATIONSHIP to any system or any of its parts which could at any time or any place or under any circumstance expose him as a Christian to the danger of hell fire.


I.	If there are some portions of the Sermon on the Mount that seem to be more gracious than others, that is , they appear to be the same type of grace teaching that you would find in the Church Age, the Church Age believer is not required to impose upon himself any portion of the Sermon on the Mount just because a portion may be gracious in nature.


J.	Portions of the Sermon on the Mount that appear to be gracious in nature are not applicable to the Church Age believer simply because they are gracious in nature.  They are applicable to the Church Age believer because they are gracious principles that have been restated elsewhere within the grace teachings related to the Church Age.  (In other words, you will find the same principle stated somewhere in John 13-17 or somewhere between Acts 2:1 and Revelation 3:22.)


�
SERMON ON THE MOUNT 


or


KINGDOM POLICY AS SET FORTH BY JESUS


The Sermon on the Mount Introduced


Matthew 5:1  And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a mountain:  and when he was set, his disciples come unto him:





Matthew 5:2  And he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying,


Point:  The Sermon on the Mount opens with the record of the ninefold blessing which is promised and provided for the faithful child of the EARTHLY kingdom. These blessings are won through merit.  This is in sharp contrast to the blessings instantly attained by the Christian at the moment he believes.


Under the Law:  Blessing is bestowed because of a perfect life.


Under Grace:  Life is to be lived because of perfect blessings received at the moment of salvation.


The Beatitudes





Beatitude #1:  Matthew 5:3 {Blessed [ are ] the poor [ humble ] in spirit :  for theirs is the kingdom of heaven





Requirement:	How Blessed


humble in spirit	possession of the kingdom of heaven





Under grace:  The believer “puts on” humility because it is the character of the one who is already the elect of God, holy, and beloved. (Colossians 3:12).





Beatitude #2:  Matthew 5:4 {Blessed [ are ] they that mourn:  for they shall be comforted.





Requirement	How Blessed


mourning	comforted





Under grace:  Mourning is the portion of Israel until her King comes, but the message to the Church is “Rejoice, and again, I say rejoice.” (Philippians 4:4)





Beatitude #3:  Matthew 5:5 {Blessed [ are ] the meek:  for they shall inherit the earth.





Requirement	How Blessed


meekness	inherit the earth





Under grace: To the Church no earthly promise is made.  The Church has “an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven.” (1 Peter 4 1:4).





Beatitude #4:  Matthew 5:6 {Blessed [ are ] they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness:  for they shall be filled.





	Requirement	How Blessed


	hunger and thirst after righteousness	they shall be filled (satisfied)





	Under grace:  The Christian may crave a closer walk with God, but he is already “made the righteousness of God in Him.” (2 Corinthians 5:21)





Beatitude #5:  Matthew 5:7  {Blessed [ are ] the merciful:  for they shall obtain mercy.





	Requirement	How Blessed


	merciful	they shall obtain mercy





	Under grace:  The Christian is besought to be merciful as one who has already obtained mercy. (Ephesians 2:4-5; Titus 3:5)





Beatitude #6:  Matthew 5:8  {Blessed [ are ] the pure in heart :  For they shall see God.





	Requirement	How Blessed


	pure in heart	they shall see God





	Under grace:  God is NOW revealed to the believer in Christ.  (Hebrews 2:9; 2 Corinthians 4:6)


The kingdom promise to the pure in heart is that they SHALL see God.  The kingdom promises continue:  “He that walketh righteously, and speaketh uprightly....Thine eyes shall see the king in his beauty.” (Isaiah 33:15-17)  “Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? or who shall stand in his holy place?  He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart.” (Psalm 24:3-4)





Beatitude #7:  Matthew 5:9  {Blessed [ are ] the peacemakers:  for they shall be called the children of God.





	Requirement	How Blessed


	peacemaker	called children of god





	Under grace:  In the kingdom the special distinction of being called the children of God goes to those who promote peace, but under grace, no one is constituted a child of God by any works whatsoever.  “ For ye are the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.” (Galatians 3:26)





Beatitude #8:  Matthew 5:10  {Blessed [ are ] they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake:  for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.





	Requirement	How Blessed


	persecuted for righteousness sake 	possession of the kingdom of heaven





	Under grace:  The Church suffers with Christ and for His sake, and his reward is in heaven. (John 15:21; 2 Timothy 3:12)


�
Beatitude #9:  Matthew 5:11  {Blessed are ye, when [ men ] shall revile you, and persecute [ you ], and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.





	Requirement	How Blessed


	be reviled	recorded in heaven [ v. 10 ]


	be persecuted


	be evil spoken of falsely





	Under grace: The believer is called to suffer for Christ’s sake. (Philippians 1:29; 2 Timothy 2:12)





Similarities to the Righteous Ones in the Kingdom





Matthew 5:13 - Ye are the salt of the earth:  but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted?  it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men.





Matthew 5:14: - Ye are the light of the world,  A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid.





Matthew 5 :15: - Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house.





Matthew 5:16: - Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.





Salt Principle:





1.	The children of the kingdom are likened to the salt of the earth (v. 13).





2.	In a similar manner the following is said about or to the Church Age:





	A.	You are “light in the Lord.” (Ephesians 5:8)





	B.	He is exhorted to “walk’ as children of the light. (Ephesians 5:8)





	C.	“Ye are children of the light, and children of the day.” (1 Thessalonians 5:5)





3.	However, concerning Israel in her coming kingdom blessing, the following is said regarding her relationship to light:





Isaiah 42:6 - I the LORD have called thee in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, for a LIGHT of the Gentiles;





Isaiah 49:6 - and he said, It is a light thing that thou shouldest be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of Israel; I will also give thee for a LIGHT to the Gentiles, that thou mayest be my salvation unto the end of the earth.





Isaiah 58:8 - Then shall thy LIGHT break forth as the morning, and thine health shall spring forth speedily: and thy righteousness shall go before thee; the glory of the LORD shall be thy reward [ Archaic: rear guard, NAS; rearguard, NEB ]





Isaiah 60:3 - And the Gentiles shall come to thy LIGHT, and kings to the brightness of thy rising.





Isaiah 60:30 - Thy sun shall no more go down; neither shall thy moon withdraw itself:  for the Lord shall be thine everlasting LIGHT, and the days of thy mourning shall be ended.





4.	A contrast:





A.	Christians are to manifest the praises of Christ. (1 Peter 2:9)





1 Peter 2:9 - But ye [ are ] a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvelous light:





B.	Children of the kingdom are to manifest their good works. (Matthew 5:16)





Matthew 5:16 - Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.





Christ Interprets the Law in its Relationship to the Kingdom


(Matthew 5:17-48)





1.	Kingdom law is simply an intensified Mosaic Law.





A.	Christ transfers the obligation from the outward act to the inward attitude of the heart.





B.	This intensifies, rather than relieves, the legal character of Kingdom Law.





2.	Comparisons and contrasts:





A.	 Regarding the altar:





1.	 The Christian’s “altar” is Christ.





Hebrews 13:10  We have an altar (v.12), whereof they have no right to eat which serve the tabernacle.





2.	The literal altar is always related to either the Mosaic system or the coming kingdom.  Concerning the kingdom’s altar it is said:





Isaiah 56:7  Even them will I bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer:  their burnt offerings and their sacrifices shall be accepted upon mine altar; for mine house shall be called an house of prayer for all people.





Isaiah 60:7  All the flocks of Kedar shall be gathered together unto thee, the rams of Nabaioth shall minister unto thee:  they shall come up with acceptance on mine altar, and I will glorify the house of my glory.





Zechariah 14:20  In that day shall there be upon the bells of the houses, HOLINESS UNTO THE LORD; and the pots in the LORD’S house shall be like the bowls before the altar.





Ezekiel 43:13-27





B.	Regarding adversarial relationships:





1.	The child of the kingdom must agree with his adversary quickly, lest he be cast into prison where there is no degree of mercy available. (Matthew 5:25)





2.	To the Christian it is said:





Romans 12:18  If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men.





3.	The Mosaic Law demanded “exact equity” (equal payback), but the Kingdom Law will substitute the high standard of generous submission.





A.	Example #1:





1)	Exact equity of the Mosaic Law:





Matthew 5:38  Ye have heard that it hath been said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth:





2)	High standard of generous submission in the kingdom:





Matthew 5:39  But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil:  but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also.





Matthew 5:40  And if any man will sue thee at the law, and take away thy coat, let him have thy cloak also.





Matthew 5:41  And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him twain.





Matthew 5:42  Give to him that asketh thee, and from him that would borrow of thee turn not thou away.





B.	Example #2:





1)	The exact equity of the Mosaic law:





Matthew 5:43  Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy.





2)	The high standard of generous submission in the kingdom:





Matthew 5:44  But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you;





C.	Kingdom obedience to this high standard of submission is not an expression of a high position already received in grace.  It is done MERITORIOUSLY for the following reason:





Matthew 5:45 That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven:...





4.	Comparing grace with the extreme legal penalty of the kingdom for wrongdoing:





A.	Grace:  No Christian is in danger of judgment or the awful penalty of hell fire.





Romans 8:1  There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus.





B.	Law:  The harsh reality of hell fire imposed upon the children of the kingdom.





1)	Mosaic Law:





Matthew 5:21  Ye have heard that it was said of them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment:  [ a life for a life ]





2)	Kingdom Law:





Matthew 5:22  But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire.





Matthew 5:29  And if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee:  for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast into hell.





Externalism Rebuked


(Matthew 6:1-7, 16-18; 7:21-29)





1.	In the kingdom a spirit of vain show as the actuating motive in almsgiving, offering of prayer, and professions of devotion will be judged instantly. (Matthew 6:1-7, 16-18; 7:21-29)





2.	On the other hand, if these things are done secretly, they will be rewarded “openly”. (vv. 4, 6, 18)





A.	These are not Christian rewards to be distributed at the bema seat.





B.	This is immediate recognition from the King in the millennium.








Prayer for the Kingdom, and in the Kingdom


(Matthew 6:8-15; 7:7-11)





1.	This is not the “Lord’s prayer”.  This is the “Kingdom Prayer”.





2.	Matthew 6:8-15 is not intended to be a ritual prayer.





3.	This prayer is directly concerned with the coming millennial kingdom. (v. 10)





4.	The legal nature of this great kingdom prayer: (vv l2, 14-15).  In the kingdom, forgiveness begets forgiveness and an unwillingness to forgive begets no personal forgiveness.





5.	Consistent with grace, the Church Age believer is urged to forgive because he has already been forgiven. (Ephesians 4:32; Colossians 3:13)





6.	The legal character of this great kingdom prayer should not be overlooked because of sentimental reasons growing out of early training.





7.	In the Church Age, both the unbeliever and believer receive forgiveness on the basis of a simple heart adjustment to a forgiveness that is already provided by the grace of God.





A.	Unbeliever:  believe. (Ephesians 4:320





B.	Believer:  confess. (1 John 1:9)





C.	Both believe and confess are adjustments of the heart and neither represent a meritorious work.





8.	The basis of appeal in prayer:





A.	Under the Mosaic Law:  the faithfulness of Jehovah to His covenants.





B.	In the Church Age under grace:  the believer’s present union and identification with Christ.





C.	In the kingdom:  the faithfulness of the Father to His children in the kingdom.





The Law Governing Riches in the Kingdom


(Matthew 6:19-24)





1.	Earthly treasures are not to be pursued.





2.	Man should pursue the kind of treasures that can be stored in heaven.





3.	There is no compromise:  “Ye cannot serve God and mammon [ riches regarded as worthy of greedy pursuit ]”.





The Father’s Care Over the Children in the Kingdom


(Matthew 6:25-34)





1.	As God clothes the lilies of the field, so will he clothe those who rest in him by faith; BUT


here his care is only for such as seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness,





�
Warning Against Judgment of Others


(Matthew 7:1-6)





1.	Under Kingdom Law, judging others results in triple-compound discipline being rendered against the person doing the judging.





Warning Against False Prophets


(Matthew 7:15-20)





1.	These false prophets are discerned by the quality of their lives.





2.	Under grace, the warning to the children of God is against false teachers who are to be discerned by their doctrine concerning Christ, never by their lives. (2 Peter 2:1; 2 John 1:7-11)





3.	Under grace, false teachers are said to outwardly appear as the “apostles of Christ”, and to be directly under the power of Satan who himself appears as an angel of light.





4.	Under grace, the attractive personality of the false teacher affords great advantage as a background for the appeal he makes for his false doctrine.





Three Determining Statements Concerning the Kingdom


(Matthew 5:20; 7:12; 7:13-14)





1.	Matthew 5:20





A.	This is the foundation of all the demands of entrance into the kingdom of heaven.





2.	Matthew 7:12





A.	This passage stands as the conclusion of the whole appeal of the kingdom teaching.





B.	The legal principle stated in this passage is declared to be the teachings of “the law and the prophets”, and not the teachings of grace.





3.	Matthew 7:13-14





A.	Under the conditions laid down in the kingdom teachings, life is entered by a personal faithfulness. (Matthew 5:29-30; 18:8-9; Luke 10:25-28)





B.	When the exhortation of Matthew 7:13-14 is restated in Luke 13:24, it opens with the words, “Strive to enter at the strait gate.”





1)	The word “strive” is a translation of “agonizomai”, which means “to agonize”.





2)	“Striving” suggests the uttermost expenditure of the athlete’s strength in a contest.





a.	Such is the human condition that characterizes all the kingdom passages which offer entrance into life.





b.	The Gospel of John abruptly changes and announces the new message of grace, namely, that eternal life may be had through believing.





c.	No two words of Scripture more vividly express the great characterizing relationships in law and grace than “agonize” and “believe”.





d.	Grace unfolds the fact that One has agonized in our stead, and life is “through His name”, and not by any degree of human faithfulness or merit.
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