America's Moral Decline 

One of the most pressing problems facing America today is our moral crisis. This problem is one that is related to many other social dilemmas. It has a correlation to our rising crime rate, drug usage, and a trend towards sexual irresponsibility. It is imminent for Americans to find a cure for this moral disease lest we are bound for chaos. In order to solve this problem we must first, as with any problem, determine the causes. One of the causes is the overall tolerance of things that are immoral. Immorality can be defined as anything that deteriorates the decency, honorable or artistic merit, and overall purity of things. Today our society is one that accepts this trait. Tolerance of music and television that is morally questionable and an overall acceptance of a growing trend of sexual irresponsibility. That cause is the one that is possibly the most challenging one to remedy. The antidote includes a change of the current American attitude towards immorality. 
Another cause is the decline of the American family. The way to rid ourselves of this causing factor is to promote a more traditional family and encourage sexual responsibility.

A third source of the destruction of America’s moral base is the media, It is becoming a crude exhibit of America’s worst ethics. The remedy for this component of the problem is to more strictly regulate and censor the media. 


That attitude Americans used to embrace was one that promoted strong morals. Racy material was a rarity, but more importantly an attitude of acceptance of this material was even more scarce. Comedians on television did not rely on obscene language and movies did not rely on graphic sexual content for an audience. The media has become “the monster from which the decadence, violence, and rampant sexuality emerged”(Bouza 6). Now, however, these indecent entities are the very things that attracts audiences. No longer are we appalled by indecency but now we laugh at it. We have an attitude that it is not harmful. Some of the most prominent comedians of today rely almost solely on either graphic sexual language or just raw curse. In the past these comedians would have had to do better than that because we had a more intolerant view of such indecency. The material would have to be funny not just amusing from sheer shock. Movies were forced to promote plot and have artistic merit instead of relying on sex or violence to draw a crowd. The rich creativity of our entertainers that once drew a crowd has been replaced by smut. 
         The solution is to go back to the ways of old. Start looking at our entertainment with a more morally critical eye. Think of the sheer indecency that is portrayed and make your conscience change you. Think of the effects such obscenity would have on an impressionable child. Realize the damage it is doing. Demand more from the entertainment industry. We must change this attitude for it is the most haunting element of our moral demise. 


Teenagers are now being encouraged to practice safe sex. Coming through high school today the message is to be sexually responsible, use birth control. This gives teenagers the green light to go out and have sex. It is this kind of acceptance that leads to irresponsible sexual activity among teens. It would be much more beneficial to promote sexual responsibility through abstinence. Portray the attitude that it is wrong to have sex before marriage and reprove those who do not observe. We, once again, need to start carrying the attitude that casual or premarital sex is wrong. Then our problems with sexually transmitted diseases and teenage pregnancy will fade with the increase in a beneficial, traditional, moral stature. 


The controversy lies in the idea that kids are going to have sex no matter what and the best thing we can do is to prepare them. It should not just be taken for granted that teenagers will always have sex. If we took this attitude on other subjects it would sound perverse. If we said, “Oh, there are always going to be murders so lets not try to prevent them from happening, lets just make it so the killers think of ways to murder that would make it less horrific for the victim”. We can’t just throw in the towel on matters or we are bound for pandemonium. The breakdown of the American family is another source of moral degradation. Families are where children learn right from wrong. They are the sacred chamber in which a child learns what integrity and morality are. No social fixture should hold a greater civic responsibility then the family. The traditional family is not required in order to raise a child with good ethics, but a strong family is needed. A family of solid structure that is a constant in a child’s life. What this family does is instill in a human the raw idea’s of what is right and wrong. It must be there to reward when a child exhibits good behavior, and to discipline and teach when a child strays from the right path. 

Today, however, a traditional family is becoming an endangered species. A disturbing fact that both enhances and explains the problem is that “in all of the social studies texts adopted by California and Texas, no reference was made to marriage as the basis of family life”(Green 64). Marriage should be the basis of family life because it provides a more solid and dependable family structure. Family today is not such a strong source of forming a child’s moral conscience. The families of today are themselves falling apart. A joke of America’s family today tells the tale by riddling “How do you find out the number of divorced people in America? . . .Take the number of married people and divide by one.”. This is a disturbing state of affairs when our families are not of sound structure. Today 32 percent of children are born illegitimately as opposed to the 11 percent in 1970. Single parents are not invariably a problem but the parent must be completely dedicated to child. In most situations this can’t be the case. The parent is too busy having to worry about finance and things of that sort to be completely dedicated to the child. In the past, when families were able to nurture a child, one parent would go out to work and the other would stay home to look after the child so that someone was always controlling what input the child receives. In a single parent household this is either impossible or not practical. Also, families in which both parents work have the same problem. 

The solution to this is not to be a single parent. Do not have a child without the structural security of wedlock. Also do not have a child if you do not have the financial means to support it. Have enough money for one parent to not have to work so that there is always a guardian in care of the child. If you are not in this situation then do not have a child. This is not to say that children should be reserved for the rich but they should be reserved to those who have either accumulated and saved enough money to support a child or to those who will be able to provide a full-time guardian. If this still reserves the privilege of children to the rich, then the only solution to the problem is better economic times. But if in fact the problem lies in poor family planning then the solution is to remedy that. Better family planning is needed to ensure that the child has a solid structured family to lean on and learn from. If this child has this strong family structure then he/she will grow up knowing the difference between right and wrong and will more often choose to be morally sound. 

The argument against this case would not be that solid family structure is not beneficial but it would be an argument about what solid family structure is. Solid family structure is found where there is always at least one parent looking over the child to make sure he/she develops a good sense of right and wrong. This does exclude many types of modern families. But if they cannot provide a child with full-time guidance and care, then they are contributing to our moral demise. A third cause of our ethical collapse is our beastly media. It includes movies and music in which “The obscenity of thought and word is staggering”(Bork 124). Staggering is a brutal term. But our media has become a brute. When our children are listening to music that glorifies killing and casual sex, this media is a brute. Our children are influenced by the television they watch or the music they hear and no matter what the attitude is towards this disgrace, and no matter who controls what input the child receives, children are still affected by whatever obscene media they are exposed to. 

It has already been warned that the consequences are dim if we do not change our attitude towards things indecent, including media, but we must also change the media itself. When we allow the media to pour out such music and television that lauds killing and venerates casual sex, our children take it that we are conceding that it is acceptable for them to practice these concepts. We must regulate and censor the media that our children are exposed to. Censorship should extend to make sure that no programs on television or songs on the radio should promote deviance. If we started to have the attitude that this trash is not necessary then we could regulate ourselves, but until then our media needs to be strictly regulated by the government. 

The opposition says that censorship kills artistic creativity. There is no artistic creativity in singing about killing a human as so many popular rap “artists” of today find as their subject. There is also a serious question as to whether or not singing about casual sex takes much creative thought. Censorship would only stop what is needed to be stopped. It would allow anything of artistic merit so long as it is not morally damaging. We must demand more responsibility from our entertainment industry. 

The moral quandary we have in America today is one that is quite pressing because of it’s links to other social dilemmas. It’s causes are repairable. We can and must change should we wish to thrive with civility. Our families do not provide the moral guidance and structure that they used to. This is a problem and it can be solved with the promotion of sexual responsibility and better family planning. Our media not only exhibits some of our most socially vile characteristics but it is an incubator as well. Irony is recognized in the fact that the media promotes immorality by it’s reckless display of it. If it cannot regulate itself then it must be censored so that ethically damaging material will be forbidden. But most vitally, we must change or attitudes. Now we possess a tolerance of things immoral. Even if we are not immoral people we are accepting things that we know are. We play into the hands of the chaos this deviance brings about when we accept what damages us. The moral thread of our society is one that holds together civility and the refinement of our culture. We must take better care of this thread else we shall suffer from the wounds that a lack of moral integrity can leave. Challenge yourself to start changing your attitude from one of injurious tolerance, to one of an idealistic quest for improvement. 
