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Schools are struggling with grade inflation and student cheating.

What do these two issues have in common? They both reflect the current state of affairs in our culture. Many of today's students routinely expect and demand high grades for little more than warming a classroom seat.

Dialogue and debate are being replaced by emotional demands for rights while denying obligations. Student surveys show that most students now view cheating as necessary, without need for troublesome shame or guilt.

While teaching a course on human development, one of my university students proudly stated that moral values not be imposed on children by parents or by schools.

After I asked how youngsters might acquire standards of right conduct, she replied, "Nobody can judge for anyone else what is right or wrong; it's up to each individual."

WRONG!!  THE WORD OF GOD IS ALIVE . . .

When I suggested that her morally relativistic view was also a value judgment, equally able to be imposed on others, I nearly had a riot on my hands.

Some students repeat the tired and illogical argument: Anyone should be able to do whatever he wishes, as long as it doesn't hurt anyone else, as if one magically can predict all the consequences of one's actions.

Others shout resentment for established codes of conduct, revealing an attitude that they themselves are only victims and have no role as contributors to civilized and responsible behavior.

Eighteenth-century philosopher Jean Rousseau believed that children are naturally endowed with a sense of right and wrong and, therefore, without need of moral instruction.

The only problem with this view is that it turns out to be false, yet it remains a seductive concept. It relieves adults from the burden of teaching children right from wrong.

Children who decide morality for themselves quickly learn to choose whatever is most favorable to them, not others. We know, for example, that moral relativism readily exists in the animal world. Right is whatever one wants and can be taken by force. Animals have no inclination for civilized behavior.

Masquerading as freedom, moral relativism results in uncivilized behavior and social chaos. Our children need guidance and instruction in matters of right and wrong, not abdication of responsibility for their behavior.
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