BITTERNESS IN RELATIONSHIPS,


ESPECIALLY THE MARITAL RELATIONSHIP








Introduction





 1.	The Bible teaches the concept of yieldedness.





Romans 6:13


Romans 6:19


Romans 12:1





 2.	Romans 6:13 teaches that there are two directions of yieldedness.





A.	One direction is toward sin (the old-sin-nature).


B.	The other direction is toward God.





 3.	The believer has two options, but the unbeliever has only one.





A.	The believer, by acts of volition, can yield either to the old-sin-nature or to God the Holy Spirit.


B.	The unbeliever has only one option and that is one of default to the old-sin-nature.





 4.	The old-sin-nature has four major characteristics:





A.	An area of strength from which human good is produced.


B.	An area of weakness from which personal sin is produced.


C.	A trend toward asceticism that produces legalistic self-righteousness.


D.	A trend toward antinomianism that produces lawless lasciviousness.





 5.	If a believer does not understand the spiritual life or its mechanics, that believer will default to decision making that will reflect the trend of his/her old-sin-nature.





 6.	Believer’s under the influence of the old-sin-nature are capable of doing anything their trend is capable of producing.





 7.	The believer who is growing spiritually understands this and practices the virtue love of the divine dynasphere’s gate 6.  This love is called “impersonal love for the human race” and it is based upon “personal love for God the Father” both of which are manufactured by function in the first four gates of the divine dynasphere.





 8.	If impersonal love is not practiced toward others who have committed sins while yielded to the old-sin-nature, friendships and marital relationships will be destroyed by bitterness.





The Symptoms of Destruction


Ephesians 4:31





Ephesians  4:31  Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice.  (NAS)





Ephesians 4:31  Let all bitterness [[ a colon should be placed after "bitterness;" what follows is a description of the function of bitterness ]] and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice.  (NAS)





wrath:  thumos - the first part of bitterness; the emotional sin of anger; emotions interrupt capacity to think, and rational thought is replaced by feelings; feelings lead to irrationality, and therein lies the problem.





anger:  orge - the second part of bitterness; bitterness is reactionary anger based on hatred, vindictiveness, implacability.  These are developed in marriage after the ceremony.  These replace the "high hopes" present before the marriage.  Hope is supplanted with hatred, and love is supplanted with emotion.





Mark it down:  As a result of wrath and anger in marriage, the responder wife becomes a reactor, and the leader husband becomes a bully.





clamor:  krauge - the third part of bitterness; a shouting match; loud verbal brawling.





When believers are out of fellowship, and in a state of carnality, this pattern is inevitable.





slander:  the fourth part of bitterness; malicious defamation of the character of the spouse.





These four parts of bitterness are devastating.  They will destroy a marriage if they are not removed.





malice:  kakia - the fifth part of bitterness; this is sin-nature lust of the carnal believer to inflict injury on the spouse.  It includes injustice, hatred, anger, wrath, rancor, implacability, grudge, revenge, and violation of the royal law (impersonal love) by taking the law into your own hands.





be put away [ removed ] from you:  here is the key; bitterness must be removed; and if it is not :put away,” the marriage is gone; it is doomed; it will be destroyed.





put away:  a.p.imp. airo = to be lifted up and removed





culminative aorist:  views the process in its entirety, but regards it from the viewpoint of existing results; total forgiveness.





imperative mood:  indicates something that MUST be done.





Since these are post-salvation sins, the only way to remove them is by “rebound” (1 John 1:9) and “Operation KRY.” (Romans 6:6, 11, 13)





If “rebound” and “Operation KRY” are rejected, "hell on earth" is the result.





Bitterness is the pin in the spiritual hand grenade.  If it explodes in marriage it produces wrath, anger, clamor, slander, and malice.





James 3:14  But if ye have bitter envying and strife in your hearts, glory not, and lie not against the truth.  (KJV)





James 3:14  But if (1cc) ye have bitter envying [ jealousy, because you are preoccupied with yourself ] and strife [ instead of love ] in your hearts [ associated with the soul, not the body ], glory not, and [[ do not become arrogant and ]] lie not against the truth [ doctrine ].  (KJV)





Implication:  Bitterness sponsors the three arrogance skills:





self-justification:  


self-deception:  


self-absorption:  





Some Principles on Bitterness





 1.	Bitterness turns love into hatred.





 2.	Bitterness turns blessing into cursing.





 3.	Bitterness is the fuel that runs the three arrogance skills.





 4.	Bitterness is the catalyst that produces irrationality that causes the activity of emotional sins.





 5.	Bitterness produces scar tissue of the soul which blocks the application of doctrine from soul’s stream of consciousness.





 6.	Bitterness contradicts in every way the Church Age’s unique spiritual life.





 7.	Bitterness destroys Christian marriage.





 8.	Bitterness nullifies the corporate testimony of Christian marriage in the Church Age dispensation.





 9.	Bitterness is described by five nouns in Ephesians 4:31:  wrath, anger, clamor, slander, malice.
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