CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE








From a biblical study of marriage, we learn that there are two categories of agape love.  First, there is aggressive love of enduring devotion.  Second, there is responding love of respect.  Both categories were operational in the humanity of Jesus Christ when He hung on the cross as a substitute for every human who would ever live throughout human history.





These same two categories of agape love are potential to every born-again Christian.  They are made available from the moment of salvation.  They become operational in the life of every Church Age believer when the Church Age believer chooses to execute the unique spiritual life associated with the Church Age.





With Personal Relationship Comes Personal Responsibility





At the moment of salvation, every Church Age believer, whether male or female, enters into a personal relationship with God the Father.  Associated with personal relationship is "personal responsibility," and personal responsibility is predicated upon every born-again Christian, both male and female.





This means that each born-again Church Age believer is personally responsible to execute the unique spiritual life associated with the Church Age.





Equal Privilege and Equal Opportunity for All Christians





At the moment of salvation, the very nature of God the Father's plan is to provide equal privilege and equal opportunity for every Church Age believer, both male and female.  And how do they have equal privilege and equal opportunity?  Each are equally privileged to have received the same number of irrevocable divine operating assets at the moment of salvation, and each have equal opportunity to execute the unique spiritual life associated with the Church Age.





The husband is mandated to have aggressive love toward his wife in the sense that he is to love his wife as Christ loved the church and gave Himself as a substitute for her.  This is enduring devotion and it includes intensive love.  This intensive love has a response from the wife's love.





True Love





True love is always in the soul.  True love comes in two categories:  enduring devotion and respect.





True Love in Marriage





The Christian husband is mandated to love his wife in Ephesians 5:25.





Ephesians 5:25  Husbands, love your wives, . . ."  (NAS)





The Christian wife is mandated to respect her husband in Ephesians 5:33.





Ephesians 5:33  ". . . {let} the wife {see to it} that she respect her husband.  (NAS)





"Wives, see to it that you respect your husbands."


This is responding love, and she was actually created as "Isha," the responder.


Adam was created as the man and as the one who is aggressive.





Without these verses, we would not know that agape love actually comes in two categories, even though it is one word that describes it (agape).





True Love at Work





The Husband, the aggressor	The Wife, the responder


He begins with enduring devotion toward her	She responds with respect toward him


His enduring devotion is intensive love toward her	Her respect is deference and admiration toward him


He has enduring loyalty toward her	She responds with honor toward him


He consecrates himself to her	She answers with esteem toward him


He dedicates himself to her	She answers with consideration and partiality toward him.





See the Diagram "Love in Marriage"





The diagram "is available on the internet website of the "R.B Thieme, Jr., Bible Ministries.





Let's Start from the Beginning





 1.	Starting in the Garden of Eden, we have perfect Adam and his wife, Isha.





 2.	When the woman was created, she was brought immediately to Adam.





 3.	Then, the Lord Jesus Christ performed the first wedding ceremony.





 4.	Adam and Eve were mandated in this relationship to leave father and mother, and have sex with one another.





 5.	God the Father planned sexual relationship as the expression of the coalescence of souls.





 6.	Coalescence of souls leads to coalescence of bodies.





 7.	Sexual relationship was designed by God for marriage only.





 9.	Sexual relationship was designed by God as an expression of the aggressive love of the husband and the responding love of the wife.





10.	Aggressive love and responding love are separated in the Church Age only because of the prehistoric angelic conflict.





11.	Associated with the prehistoric angelic conflict, the time came in human history when Adam and Eve disobeyed God and Adam was charged with the original sin of the human race.





12.	They had been created as perfect human beings by Jesus Christ.





13.	Until the time of their sin, Adam and Eve were in the perfect environment of the Garden of Eden.





14.	From the beginning of human history, sex was granted for recreation only, but from the point of the original sin, it took on a secondary role, that of procreation.





15.	Mankind was created to resolve the prehistoric angelic conflict.





16.	Therefore, after the original sin, procreation was added to the original purpose of sex so that there would be many witnesses in Satan's appeal trial.





17.	Somewhere in eternity past, before the creation of man, it was Satan, as Lucifer, Son of the Dawn, who made the decision, "I will make myself like the most high God."





18.	God, therefore, created mankind for witnesses.





19.	Adam and Eve became the first witnesses.





20.	They had everything in the state of perfection, and when they sinned the original sin, they came under condemnation from the integrity of God.





21.	This scenario in the Garden of Eden duplicated, exactly, what happened in the prehistoric angelic conflict.





22.	In the prehistoric angelic conflict, Satan led 1/3 of the angels in revolution against God.





23.	The Supreme Court of heaven finally held its trial.





24.	Satan and all the fallen angels were put on trial, and they were given a sentence that is found in Matthew 24:41, the lake of fire for Satan and the fallen angels.





25.	Satan, then, appealed.





26.	God granted the appeal.





27.	Mankind was created.





28.	What happened in the Garden of Eden was a duplication of the perfect situation that existed prior to the fall of Satan.





29.	Therefore, because of the fall of Satan, human history will exactly duplicate throughout human history everything that happened in the prehistoric angelic conflict.





30.	The Old Testament was the first phase of Satan's appeal trial.





31.	The rebuttal phase followed.





32.	The rebuttal phase is the Church Age.





33.	Just prior to the rebuttal phase, the first advent of Jesus Christ occurred.





34.	Christ eventually went to the cross to be judged for the sins of the world.





35.	The principle that was involved with Jesus on the cross was His "staying power" as He received the imputation of all sins in human history.





36.	His "staying power" was His humanity's personal love for God the Father.





37.	That personal love for God the Father was composed of both categories of love, namely, aggressive love and responding love.





38.	Christ's "staying power" was part of the prototype of the spiritual life that was executed by the humanity of Jesus Christ.





39.	Ten days after Christ ascended into heaven and was seated at the right hand of God the Father, the Church Age began.





40.	Now, let's go back to the Garden of Eden.





41.	The entire human race depended upon procreation, which was the secondary concept of sex in marriage.





42.	At the moment that Adam and Eve sinned, they were spiritually dead; however, they took the redemption solution.





43.	The Old Testament represents the opening phase of Satan's appeal trial.





44.	There were certain witnesses for the Prosecution, and certain witnesses for the Defense.





45.	The witnesses for the Prosecution were the witnesses who executed the form of the spiritual life found in the Old Testament.





46.	These witnesses were proving the fallacy of Satan's arguments against God sentencing Satan to the lake of fire.





47.	During the Old Testament phase of Satan's appeal trial, Satan was defeated on every argument but one, namely, marriage.





48.	Marriage is a divine institution, not a Christian institution.





49.	Marriage is a Divine Institution, one of four Divine Institution's designed by God to protect the human race from self-destruction.





50.	In the Church Age, we suddenly have a change.





51.	The Divine Institution of marriage continues for unbelievers, but in the Church Age, marriage between a male believer and a female believer became Christian marriage, extrapolated from the Divine Institution of marriage.





52.	Christian marriage, then, becomes the rebuttal argument of the Prosecution in Satan's appeal trial.





53.	What is found in Ephesians 5 concerning marriage had to be fulfilled only one time, but will be fulfilled many times throughout the Church Age.





54.	Satan had one objection that was not answered in the Old Testament.





55.	The answer to that objection was reserved by God the Father for the dispensation of the Church Age.





56.	Satan's objection:  "I sinned in eternity past, and I have been sentenced to the lake of fire with all fallen angels.  Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden of Eden, but they were not sentenced to the lake of fire.  Why can the Supreme Court of Heaven sentence me to the lake of fire forever, and not do the same to Adam and Eve?  That's unfair!!"





57.	God's reply:  "Adam and Eve accepted the redemption solution, and you rejected the redemption solution that I offered you and the fallen angels."





58.	Hebrews 2:2 documents the redemptive solution offered by God the Father to Satan and the fallen angels during the pre-historic angelic conflict.





Hebrews 2:2  For if the word spoken through angels proved unalterable, and every transgression and disobedience received a just recompense, (NAS)





". . . the word spoken by angels . . ." was the pre-historic message of salvation proclaimed by the holy angels to the fallen angels.  This pre-historic message of salvation was provided by God the Father, and delivered to Satan and the fallen angels by the holy angels.





59.	Satan deliberately ignored that Adam and Eve as marriage partners took the redemptive solution, and that is why we come to the Church Age.





60.	In the Church Age, Christian marriage is extrapolated from the Divine Institution of marriage.





61.	In the Church Age, Christian marriage is a "corporate testimony" in the rebuttal phase of the pre-historic angelic conflict.





62.	Therefore, certain mandates belong to the Christian husband and Christian wife as noted in Ephesians 5.





63.	So, there are two concepts that must be understood:





1) personal responsibility just because you are a Church Age believer.





2) corporate responsibility as part of the spiritual life if you are a believer married to a believer, and 





64.	Under personal responsibility, the unique spiritual life must be executed by all believers, male and female, and that indicates equality.





65.	Under corporate responsibility, authority is recognized, and that is NOT equality.





66.	Authority and equality -- both must be understood under the principle of "rightly dividing the Word of truth."





A Mandate to Christians in Ephesians 3:19


Subtitle:  The Pleroma Believer 





Ephesians 3:19  and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge [ gnosis knowledge ], that you may be filled up to all the fulness of God.  (NAS)





In Ephesians 3:19, Christians are mandated "to know the love of Christ."





The purpose for knowing the "love of Christ" is that we "may be filled up to all the fullness of God."





"all the fullness of God" translates the Greek phrase "pas to pleroma tou theou" which means "all the fullness of blessing from the source of God the Father."





This is the ultimate in spiritual maturity.


Spiritual maturity is where it all begins.





Spiritual maturity results in cognitive invincibility (maximum doctrine resident in the soul as epignosis) + deployment of problem solving device #10 (occupation with Christ) + evidence testing in two categories (toward God and circumstances in life).





CI + OC +ET = SM





This equals pleroma.





The pleroma believer is the believer who manifests maximum glorification of God.


It is the ultimate in the spiritual life.


The pleroma believer is a winner believer, an invisible hero.





Ephesians 3:20  Now to Him [ God the Father, the designer of the protocol plan of God, author of our portfolio of invisble assets, and grantor of our escrow blessings ] who is able to do exceeding abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to [ on the basis of ] the power [the "staying power" of the spiritual life based upon both aggressive love and responding love ] that works within us,  (NAS)





Ephesians 3:21  to Him  [ God the Father ]{be} the glory in [ by means of the unique operational spiritual life that comes from the prototype spiritual life ] the church [ born-again believer during the Church Age ] and in [ by the agency of the prototype spiritual life executed by ] Christ Jesus [ in hypostatic union ] to [ with reference to ] all generations [ of this unique Church Age ] forever and ever [ of the Ages, that is, all other dispensations of human history ].  Amen.  (NAS)





Clarifying the Concept of Christian Marriage





Christian marriage is a "corporate testimony."  This "corporate testimony" is the highest and greatest thing that God has ever demanded from any group of believers in the Church Age.





Starting with the Christian Husband in Ephesians 5:25





Ephesians 5:25  Husbands [ Christian husbands; this has nothing to do with unbelievers ], love [ agape love manifested as "enduring devotion" ] your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up [ as a substitute ] for her;  (NAS)





Here is where we can begin to learn about the husband's agape love that manifests itself in the following manner toward his wife:





enduring devotion toward the wife


intensive love toward the wife


enduring loyalty toward the wife


consecration toward the wife


dedication to the wife





This agape love also includes the biblical principles that were found in the original marriage:





intimacy in marriage without shame (Genesis 2:25),


coalescence of souls on the part of the husband and wife (Genesis 2:24).





More on Aggressive Love and Responding Love Associated with Ephesians 5:25





 1.	To be effective, both categories of love, that is, aggressive love and responding love, must first be directed toward God and then toward each other.





 2.	This means that our unique spiritual life contains potential.





A.	The moment we are born-again there is the potential in our soul for "enduring devotion" and "respect," the two categories of love to be used in marriage, but they will not function in marriage unless there is first of all "enduring devotion" and "respect" for God the Father.  Every believer has the same potential for "enduring devotion" and "respect" for God.





B.	Until "enduring devotion" and "respect" for God become a reality in the life of the husband who is a Church Age believer, that Christian husband cannot execute the mandate found in Ephesians 5:25.





 3.	Love for God the Father is the most important dynamic of the spiritual life in the Church Age.





 4.	Love for God the Father is the greatest power in the Christian way of life.





 5.	There is no greater demonstration of love for God the Father than in the fulfillment of the mandate that God the Father has given to the Christian husband in Christian marriage.





 6.	The Christian wife is mandated to manifest true love in the form of respect.





 7.	The responsibilities for manifesting aggressive love and responding love are separated in Christian marriage because of the specific responsibility assigned by God the Father to the Christian husband and Christian wife toward each other.





 8.	Both the Christian husband and the Christian wife possess aggressive love and responding love from the moment of salvation.





A.	If the wife does not first manifest aggressive love toward God, she will never manifest respect toward her husband.





B.	The husband must have enduring devotion for God the Father, otherwise, he will never fulfill his mandate to love his wife as Christ loved the church, and gave Himself as a substitute for her.





C.	Christian love is designed for occupation with Christ.  God must come first.  Christian love must first be developed toward God.





 9.	There is no true love in the soul of a born-again Christian for the spouse unless there is first of all true love in the soul for God.





10.	There is no way that a wife is ever going to respect her husband that she cannot stand unless she first has respect for God.





Illustration #1:  Suppose a wife becomes disillusioned with her husband, and because of her disillusion she engages in a relationship with another man.





Question:  Why does she do it?





Answer:  She does it because the other man is more important to her than was God.  She does it because she has no "staying power" in the marriage.





Illustration #2:  Suppose a husband becomes disillusioned with his wife, and because of his disillusion he engages in a relationship with another woman.





Question:  Why does he do it?





Answer:  He does it because the other woman is more important to him than was God.  He does it because he has no "staying power" in the marriage.





Application:  Today, in general, Christian marriage has become a mockery of the plan of God for the Church Age believer.





11.	The Christian wife is mandated to bring true love to her Christian husband in the form of respect.





12.	The Christian wife's respect includes deference to her husband, i.e., submission to his will, judgment, and opinion.





13.	The Christian wife's responding love manifests respect, admiration, deference, honor, esteem, consideration, and partiality toward her husband.





14.	Esteem is that part of a Christian wife's respect love that places her husband above all other men.  She cannot do this until she first of all has respect, deference, honor, esteem, consideration, and partiality for God.  She is not executing her spiritual life.  It's that simple.





15.	If a Christian husband or Christian wife is not executing his or her spiritual life, they have no staying power in marriage.  They have missed the greatest dynamic of all human history, that fantastic love, that staying power manifested by Jesus Christ on the cross.





16.	Question:  How much power is associated with true love?  Answer:  It enabled Jesus Christ to stay on the cross during both the imputation and judgment of all personal sins of the human race.





This dynamic of true love in the soul is phenomenal and is not to be confused with the silliness and nonsense that is called "love," today.





A wife should show consideration for her husband's inner thoughts, and partiality for her husband by making him first on her scale of values; however, many of today's wives look for other options because they have no love for God.





Principle:  No Church Age believer has true love in the soul until they have true love for God the Father.





Ephesians 3:19  and [ come ] to know [ through Bible doctrine ] the love of [ for ] Christ [ who is God ] which surpasses knowledge [ gnosis knowledge ], that you may be filled up [ in your soul ] to all the fulness [ pleroma ] of God.  (NAS)





Doctrine resident in the soul produces a mirror in the soul that enables you in the privacy of your priesthood to look into that mirror at any time and see yourself as you really are.  This mirror does not exist in the soul of the unbeliever, and it does not exist in the life of the born-again Church Age believer who has no Bible doctrine resident in his soul.  As a person cannot see himself in a mirror in a room in which there is no light, the born-again Church Age believer cannot see himself in the mirror of his own soul if the mentality of his soul is in darkness because the light of doctrine is either absent from or not circulating within his soul.





Question:  Why do marriages not last?  Why are marriages shaky?





Answer:  Because there is no love for God.





Christian Marriage Defined





Christian marriage is an extrapolation from the Divine Institution of Marriage as a corporate testimony for the Prosecution in the rebuttal phase of Satan's appeal trial.





Ephesians 5:33





Ephesians 5:33  Nevertheless let each individual among you also love his own wife even as himself; and {let} the wife {see to it} that she respect her husband.  (NAS)





Ephesians 5:33  Nevertheless let each individual [ Christian husband ] among you also love [ aggressive love ] his own [ Christian ] wife even as [ he loves ] himself [ spiritual self-esteem ]; and {let} the [ Christian ] wife {see to it} that she respect [ a manifestation of responding love ] her [ Christian ] husband.  (NAS)





 1.	The Christian husband cannot love his Christian wife as he loves himself unless he first loves God.


 2.	The Christian wife cannot love her Christian husband unless she first respects God.


 3.	Everything is predicated upon the execution of the spiritual life.


 4.	The unique "staying power" of this love is fantastic.





Again, Christian marriage is an extrapolation from the Divine Institution of Marriage as a corporate testimony for the Prosecution in the rebuttal phase of Satan's appeal trial, and therefore, the dramatic analogy is found in this Mystery, but please note:  God designed sex as an expression of true love in marriage and therefore, sex outside of marriage is, first, lust, then temptation, and finally sin.  Sexual sins include the following:  adultery, fornication, homosexuality, incest, pederasty, bestiality, necrophilia, rape, prostitution, and pandering.  These constitute degeneracy, not love.  Without soul involvement from Bible doctrine resident in the soul, the true meaning of love and true meaning of sex are both destroyed.





Remember this.  Marriage is never a problem solving device.  It is love for God that becomes the problem solving device.





Sex is not a problem solving device.  It is love for God that is the problem solving device.  When God created sex, He created marriage as the boundary for sex, and therefore, sex outside of marriage is sin, but the coalescence of souls must precede coalescence of bodies.  When there is a coalescence of souls, coalescence of bodies in marriage is a fantastic vacation trip back to the Garden of Eden.





Eight Principles Associated with True Love in the Soul





 1.	True love cannot survive without respect, and respect cannot survive without true love.





 2.	If the man does not bring enduring devotion and the woman does not bring respect to the marriage altar, both husband and wife are ships passing in the night.


 


 3.	Many Christians will never marry a compatible mate because the Lord Jesus Christ does not hold first place in their life.





 4.	If the man cannot bring enduring devotion to the marriage relationship, he cannot be respected; and if the woman cannot bring respect to the marriage relationship, she cannot be loved.





 5.	A man cannot love without respect.  A woman cannot respect without love.





In their "personal responsibility" as members of the Body of Christ, both husband and wife should manifest aggressive love of enduring devotion and responding love of respect toward God as manifestations of their equal privilege and equal opportunity; however, in their "corporate responsibility" as marriage partners, only one category is mandated for each marriage partner as a manifestation of their corporate relationship.  The aggressive love of enduring devotion is mandated of the husband toward his wife, and the responding love of respect is mandated of the wife toward her husband.





 6.	The husband is commanded to love.  If he cannot love, he will not be respected.





 7.	The wife is commanded to respect.  If she cannot respect, she will not be loved.





8.	The real issue in marriage is the unique spiritual life of the Church Age.


Lesson 1
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