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�MARRIAGE





An Introduction to Marriage



 1.	God is three Persons:  1st Person, 2nd Person, 3rd Person.



 2.	The 1st Person is now known as the Father, the 2nd Person as the Son, and the 3rd Person as the Holy Spirit.



 3.	This Godhead is, was, and shall be.



 4.	There never has been a time when the Godhead was not.



 5.	While the Godhead was existing in eternity past, Jesus Christ created the universe and then created angels.



 6.	Eventually, one angel, Lucifer, sinned and 1/3 of the angels followed him.



 7.	For an undisclosed period of time, God the Father offered an angelic message of salvation.  (Heb. 2:2)



 8.	It is not clear from Scripture if even one fallen angel accepted the angelic message of salvation.



 9.	The offer of the angelic message of salvation was terminated.



10.	God the Father determined to send the fallen angels to the lake of fire.



11.	Lucifer (Satan) appealed his judgment.



12.	God the Father authorized the creation of the human race to show why He is justified in sending Satan and his fallen angels to the lake of fire. 



13.	Mankind, then, was created for the purpose of resolving the angelic conflict.



14.	In the process of resolving the angelic conflict, God the Father determined to use many members of the human race to resolve the conflict.



15.	God the Father’s plan called for the first member of the human race to be created, the second member to made from a rib of the first, and all subsequent members to come into existence through the process of copulation, gestation, and physical birth.

 

16.	Adam and Eve, the first members of the human race, first lived in the garden of Eden.



17.	Adam and Eve both sinned inside the garden of Eden.



18.	Adam and Eve acquired an old-sin-nature.  The old-sin-nature is genetically passed from father to child.



19.	God the Father expelled	Adam and Eve from the Garden.



20.	God the Father granted Adam and Eve the freedom to copulate, possibly while still in the garden, but certainly outside the garden.



21.	Copulation was designed by God both for the purpose of procreation and pleasure.



22.	Marriage was designed by God as the institution within which copulation is permitted.



23.	Marriage preceded Christianity. 



Marriage began in Genesis 2:22-24.  

Christianity did not begin until Pentecost 30 AD, Acts 2:1.



24.	Marriage is not uniquely Christian.  



25.	There are Laws of Divine Establishment.



A.	The Laws of Divine Establishement were decreed by God the Father.

B.	The Laws of Divine Establishment perpetuate the human race during the angelic conflict.

C.	The Laws of Divine Establishment protect the human race from destroying itself.

D.	The Laws of Divine Establishment contain four divine institutions.



1)	Freedom

2)	Marriage

3)	Family

4)	Nationalism



26.	Adam and Eve became the first couple to become married.  Adam did not have a mother-in-law.



27.	Adam and Eve were told to leave and cleave before there were parents from whom to leave.



Gen. 2:24

Mt. 19:5

Mk. 10:7



28.	Marriage is related to the Angelic Conflict.  God has ordained marriage as the institution through which to propagate the human race to provide a human counterpart to angelic creation.



29.	Human history has been prolonged because of the length of time required to resolve the Angelic Conflict.



30.	God has ordained marriage to be monogamous.



31.	The Bible records many occasions of the violation of the principle of monogamy in marriage.



32.	The Bible records the historical problems related to and caused by polygamy among God's people.



33.	Marriage, as a concept, is related to time.  There are no human marriages recognized in heaven.



34.	Marriage without problems is non-existent.  Marriage without problems is a figment of man's imagination.  Marriage without problems is the notion of the naive and/or stupid.



35.	The Bible does not establish specific marriage ceremony ritual.



36.	Marriage laws differ from State of State in the U.S.  If you don't like the rules in one State, you have the prerogative of functioning under the laws of another State once you have met the requirements.



37.	Many young people have a distorted view of marriage today.



38.	Marriage is not 'riding off into the sunset and living happily ever after.'



39.	Marriage does not solve problems.  Marriage creates problems.



40.	Childbearing does not solve marital problems.  Childbearing creates marital problems.



41.	A healthy, happy Christian marriage does not guarantee spiritual children.



42.	Divorce is a legitimate marital problem solution under certain biblically recognized conditions.



43.	Church Age believers will not be married in the millennium.



44.	The Bible does not designate a chronological age by which time a person should be married.



45.	Marriage is not one of life’s obligations.



46.	The Bible does not oppose inter-racial marriage.



47.	The Bible does prohibit Jews functioning under Judaism from marrying Gentiles functioning outside of Judaism.



48.	The Bible opposes Christians marrying non-Christians.



49.	Generally speaking, marriage problems are not resolved by searching the Bible for passages related to marriage.  Marital problems are solved by using the eleven problem solving devices.



50.	The laws regulating marriage, divorce, remarriage and celibacy should be distinguished from dispensation to dispensation.



51.	Mt. 5:31-32 and Mt. 19:3, 7-9 should not be applied to the Church.



52.	1 Cor. 7 deals with every facet of marriage for Church Age Believers:  marriage, divorce, remarriage and celibacy.



53.	Adam and Eve should not be used to teach the concept of selecting a marriage partner.  Adam and eve had only one option.  You have millions of options.



54.	God has not placed a spouse for you in the Computer of Divine Decrees separate and apart from your personal choice.  The sovereignty of God places your spouse in the Computer of Divine Decrees based upon the omniscience of God recognizing your choice in human history.



55.	The rules regulating Christian marriage can be found between Acts 2:1 and Rev. 3:22.



56.	Adam and Eve had more children than Cain and Abel.



57.	Yes, Adam’s children and grandchildren married their sisters or very close relatives.



58.	Incest was not forbidden in writing under law until the Mosaic Law.



59.	Celibacy is a legitimate alternative to marriage.



60.	Angels (fallen) married, copulated with, and bore children with females of the human race.



61.	Divorce is a manifestation of people failure, but divorce is not insurmountable to the grace of God.



62.	Marriage doesn't fail.

	People fail in marriage.



63.	Marriage can be a distraction in service for God.



64.	A Christian should not marry an unbeliever.





�THE DISINTEGRATION OF MARRIAGES





 1.	Marriage doesn’t fail.  People fail in marriage.



 2.	Christian marriages rarely fail because marriage passages are violated.



 3.	Christian marriages generally fail because one or both parties fail to use the eleven problem solving devices given to the church by God.



 4.	If the eleven problem solving devices are used in Christian marriage, no Christian marriage will ever fail.



 5.	Christian marriages are not sustained because a minimum number of things go wrong.



 6.	In a disintegrating marriage, marriage is sustained when the “injured” spouse determines to use the eleven problem solving devices.



 7.	Phileo love, that is, rapport and compatibility, is not required to sustain a marriage.



 8.	Marriage should not be dissolved because phileo love no longer exists.



 9.	Anger, bitterness, resentment, hatred in marriage are indications of failure to use the eleven problem solving devices.



10.	No amount of rationalization will ever justify dissolution of a marriage that could have been sustained by using the eleven problem solving devices.





�RIGHT-MAN/RIGHT-WOMAN





 1.	The terminology Right Man/Right Woman is R. B. Thieme, Jr. terminology.



 2.	The concept teaches that for every man there is a Right Woman, and for every woman there is a Right Man.



 3.	The gift of celibacy is the only exception to the rule.



 4.	This concept has become distorted, not by its author, but by others.



(The sources or causes of distortion are not as important as it is to know that the concept has become distorted.)



 5.	Distortions:



A.	Distortion #1:  God chose your Right Man or Right Woman for you in eternity past while totally disregarding your volition.  Now, in human history, you wait for Him to bring your Right Man or Right Woman to you.  This is said to be your grace provision because God brings the Right Man or Right Woman to you so that you don't have to conduct the "big search."



B.	Distortion #2:  You have only one Right Man or Right Woman during your entire life.  (This rejects the legitimate right to remarry.)



C.	Distortion #3:  If you get married before you learn the concept, you assume you married the Wrong Man or Wrong Woman just as soon as you run into difficulty in your marriage.



D.	Distortion #4:  Since I am married to the Wrong Man or Wrong Woman,



1)	I need to divorce him/her, and wait for my Right Man or Right Woman to come along.



2)	I may need to remain married to my Wrong Man or Wrong Woman because I don't believe in divorce, but I will have a long-term affair with the one I deem to be my Right Man or Right Woman and just rebound as necessary.



E.	Distortion #5:  The combination of Right Man/Right Woman results in a perfect marriage and one free from problems.  (This is  what I call "riding off into the sunset and living happily ever after.")



F.	Distortion #6:  Marital problems imply that you are married to the Wrong Man or Wrong Woman.



 6.	In retrospect, the vocabulary term of Right Man/Right Woman has created more problems than it has solved, and since many people have a frame of reference for this term, and the distortion, and abuses associated with it, it would be best to discontinue the use of the term when teaching the Biblical concept of marriage.  To continue its use results in being identified with its distortions even if you correct the distortions when you teach the concept of marriage.





�SOME CLARIFICATIONS





1.	The union of Adam and Eve in the Garden teaches the principle of marriage, not the principle of Right Man/Right Woman.



2.	Marriage is designed by God to legitimize sexual relationship between marriage partners during the Angelic Conflict.



3.	Family is designed by God as the unit within which a child  learns obedience to authority in preparation for obedience to God during the Angelic Conflict.





�MARRIAGE VERSES RELATED TO THEIR DISPENSATIONS





Introduction



The verses in Table 1, below, relate to the subjects of marriage, divorce, remarriage and celibacy.  They are listed to show the dispensation in which their primary interpretation and their primary application should be made.



It is the opinion of this author that the application of the Biblical guidelines for marriage, divorce, remarriage and celibacy should be restricted to the dispensation for which their primary application is intended, that is, if a guideline is established for application during the dispensation of Israel, that same guideline should not be carried forward in time to be applied during the Church Age, and if a guideline is established to be applied during the millennium, it should not be carried backward in time to be applied during the Church Age.



It is the opinion of this author that every guideline for marriage, divorce, remarriage and celibacy that was established for a dispensation prior to the Church Age will be restated in Church Age Scriptures if that guideline is to be followed during the Church Age; therefore, it is unnecessary for the Church Age believer to look to any previous dispensation for guidelines for marriage, divorce, remarriage and celibacy during the Church Age.  In fact, to do so often creates contradictions, unresolvable difficulties, and confusions in application.



When a guideline for marriage, divorce, remarriage or celibacy is found in Scripture, the following questions should be seriously asked and seriously answered:



 1.	In which dispensation is this guideline being stated?

 2.	For which dispensation is the primary interpretation of this guideline intended?

 3.	For which dispensation is the primary application of this guideline intended?

 4.	What is my justification for trying to establish this guideline for the Church Age?

 5.	Is my justification credible or am I just trying to validate a personal opinion or bias?



It is the opinion of this author that apparent contradictions in the Bible on the subjects of marriage, divorce and remarriage are resolved only when dispensational distinctions are recognized and honored.



It is also suggested by this author that 1 Corinthians 7:1-40 establishes many guidelines for marriage, divorce, remarriage and celibacy during the Church Age.



It is the opinion of this author that Christian marriage problems are not resolved by looking for counsel in Bible passages related marriage, but rather Christian marriage problems are resolved by looking for counsel in passages related to the mechanics (the “how to”) of daily Christian living.  Christian marriages do not fail, but Christians fail in marriage.



Let’s now look at several passages of Scripture as they relate to their proper dispensation for both primary interpretation and primary application.

�Table 1





The following verses are listed to show the dispensation in which their primary interpretation and primary application was intended by God.  If a Christian attempts to apply any of these verses to a dispensation other than the dispensation to which a primary interpretation and primary application were intended, the Christian must be able to explain why they have crossed dispensational boundaries with their interpretation.  The following list is representative, not exhaustive.



Gentiles�Israel�Church�Millennium��

Gen. 2:24

Gen. 2:25

Gen. 3:16

Gen. 17-19

Mt. 19:4-6

Mt. 19:8(b)

Mt. 24:37-38

Mk. 10:7-8a

Mk. 10:8b-9

�

Deut. 24:1-4, 5

Mt. 5:31

Mt. 19:3

Mt. 19:7-8a

Mt. 19:9

Mt. 19:10

Mt. 19:11-12

Mk. 10:2-5

Mk. 10:11-12

Lu. 16:18

Rom. 7:2-3

�

1 Cor. 7:1-40

Eph. 5:22-33

Col. 3:18, 19

1 Tim. 3:2

1 Tim. 3:11-12

1 Tim. 5:9-16

Tit. 1:6

1 Pet. 3:1-7

�

Mt. 5:32

����Tribulation�Eternity Future����

Mt. 24:37-38�

Mt. 22:30��

�AGE OF THE GENTILES



Gen. 2:24



24	For this cause a man shall leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and they shall become one flesh.  (NAS)



Gen. 2:25



25	And the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed.  (NAS)



Gen. 3:16



16	To the woman He said, "I will greatly multiply Your pain in childbirth, in pain you shall bring forth children; yet your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you."

(NAS)



Gen. 3:17-19



17	Then to Adam He said, "Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, and have eaten from the tree about which I commanded you, saying, 'You shall not eat from it'; cursed is the ground because of you; in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life.



18	"Both thorns and thistles it shall grow for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field;



19	By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you return to the ground, because from it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall return."  (NAS)



Mt. 19:4-5



4	And He answered and said, "Have you not read, that He who created them from the beginning made them male and female,  (NAS)



5	and said, 'For this cause a man shall leave his father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and the two shall become one flesh'?  (NAS)



Mt. 19:6



6	"Consequently they are no longer two, but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let no man separate." (NAS)



Mt. 19:8(b)



8	He said to them, "Because of your hardness of heart, Moses permitted you to divorce your wives; but from the beginning it has not been this way.  (NAS)







Mt. 24:37-38



37	"For the coming of the Son of Man will be just like the days of Noah.  (NAS)



38	"For as in those days which were before the flood they were eating and drinking, they were marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark,  (NAS)



Mark 10:7-8a



7	"For this cause a man shall leave his father and mother,

8a	and the two shall become one flesh;  (NAS)



Mark 10:8b-9



8b	consequently they are no longer two, but one flesh.

9	"What therefore God has joined together, let no man separate."  (NAS)





AGE OF ISRAEL



Deut. 24:1-5



1	"When a man takes a wife and marries her, and it happens that she finds no favor in his eyes because he has found some indecency in her, and he writes her a certificate of divorce and puts it in her hand and sends her out from his house,



2	and she leaves his house and goes and becomes another man's wife,



3	and if the latter husband turns against her and writes her a certificate of divorce and puts it in her hand and sends her out of his house, or if the latter husband dies who took her to be his wife,



4	then her former husband who sent her away is not allowed to take her again to be his wife, since she has been defiled; for that is an abomination before the LORD, and you shall not bring sin on the land which the LORD your God gives you as an inheritance.



5	"When a man takes a new wife, he shall not go out with the army, nor be charged with any duty; he shall be free at home one year and shall give happiness to his wife whom he has taken.  (NAS)



Mt. 5:31



31	"And it was said, 'Whoever sends his wife away, let him give her a certificate of divorce'; . . .”

(NAS)



Mt. 19:3



3	And some Pharisees came to Him, testing Him, and saying, "Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any cause at all?"  (NAS)



Mt. 19:7-8a



7	They said to Him, "Why then did Moses command to give her a certificate of divorce and send her away?"



8	He said to them, "Because of your hardness of heart, Moses permitted you to divorce your wives, but from the beginning it has not been this way.  (NAS)



Mt. 19:10



10	The disciples said to Him, "If the relationship of the man with his wife is like this, it is better 

not to marry."  (NAS)



Mt. 19:11-12



11	But He said to them, "Not all men can accept this statement, but only those to whom it has been given.



12	"For there are eunuchs who were born that way from their mother's womb; and there are eunuchs who were made eunuchs by men; and there are also eunuchs who made themselves eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. He who is able to accept this, let him accept it."  (NAS)



Mark 10:2-5



2	And some Pharisees came up to Him, testing Him, and began to question Him whether it was lawful for a man to divorce a wife.



3	And He answered and said to them, "What did Moses command you?"



4	And they said, "Moses permitted a man to write a certificate of divorce and send her away."



5	But Jesus said to them, "Because of your hardness of heart he wrote you this commandment.  (NAS)



Mark 10:11-12



11	And He said to them, "Whoever divorces his wife and marries another woman commits adultery against her;



12	and if she herself divorces her husband and marries another man, she is committing adultery."  (NAS)



Luke 16:18



18	"Everyone who divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery; and he who marries one who is divorced from a husband commits adultery.  (NAS)





Rom. 7:2-3



2	For the married woman is bound by law to her husband while he is living; but if her husband dies, she is released from the law concerning the husband.



3	So then if, while her husband is living, she is joined to another man, she shall be called an adulteress; but if her husband dies, she is free from the law, so that she is not an adulteress, though she is joined to another man.  (NAS)





THE CHURCH AGE



1 Corinthians 7:1-40

Ephesians 5:22-33

Colossians 3:18, 19

1 Timothy 3:2

1 Timothy 3:11-12

1 Timothy 5:9-16

Titus 1:6

1 Peter 3:1-7



(See below, pages 32ff)





AGE OF CHRIST (Millennium)



Matt 5:32



32	but I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except for the cause of unchastity, makes her commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.  (NAS)



�COMMENTARY ON THE ABOVE PASSAGES





AGE OF THE GENTILES



Scripture Passage



Genesis 2:24  For this cause a man shall leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and they shall become one flesh.  (NAS)



Commentary



This is the first reference to marriage in the Bible.  



This verse relates marriage to the first man and first woman in the human race and human history.



This verse establishes the date and location of human history’s first marriage.  (Before the fall of Adam, and in the Garden of Eden)



This statement establishes the principle of marriage as an institution for the human race.



This verse is quoted three times in the New Testament, twice during the Age of Israel (Mt. 19:5; Mark 10:7) and once during the Church Age (Eph 5:31).



Scripture Passage



Genesis 2:25  And the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed.  (NAS)



Commentary



Notice that this says “man and his wife,” not “husband and wife.”  The first use of the word “husband” is not until Gen. 3:6.



Scripture Passage



Genesis 3:16  To the woman He said, "I will greatly multiply Your pain in childbirth, in pain you shall bring forth children; yet your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you."  (NAS)



Commentary



At this moment, Eve has assumed two roles, one as a woman and one as a wife.  Since she sinned as woman she would be punished as woman.



Here, God speaks to Eve as a woman, not as a wife.  “To the woman He said, ‘I will greatly multiply your pain in childbirth, in pain you shall bring forth children’ . . .”



Pain in childbirth is associated with women, not wives.  Since Eve sinned as a woman, and not as a wife, women suffer pain in childbirth because they are women, not because they are wives.  A woman is not required to be a wife to suffer in childbirth.



This verse indicates three forms of divine discipline upon the woman for her sin in Gen. 3:6:  1) pain in childbirth, 2) a desire bordering on disease for her husband, 3) and the authority of the husband over the wife.  Keil and Delitzsch, on this verse, indicate that the word “desire” comes from a word that means “to have a violent craving for a thing” and that this craving was punishment for having broken her divinely appointed subordination to man when she emancipated herself from the man by listening to the serpent, and then led the man into sin. 



God established the rule of the husband over the wife with the phrase “and he shall rule over you.”  He, here, is the husband.



The first woman was fashioned by God from Adam’s side and woman was brought into existence for the man.  She was made subordinate to him from the very beginning.



Now, subordination of a wife to her husband is a form of divine discipline associated with the sin of the first woman.



Scripture Passage



Genesis 3:17-19



17	Then to Adam He said, "Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, and have eaten from the tree about which I commanded you, saying, 'You shall not eat from it'; cursed is the ground because of you; in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life.



18	"Both thorns and thistles it shall grow for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field;



19	By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you return to the ground, because from it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall return." (NAS)



Commentary



Adam has assumed two roles by this time, the role of a man and the role of a husband.  Adam’s sin is viewed as the sin of a man, even though he is addressed as having “listened to the voice of your wife.”



There is a twofold punishment associates with Adam’s sin:  the cursing of the ground and physical death.  Prior to Adam’s sin, the earth spontaneously yielded the necessary food for Adam’s physical survival, but after the male member of the human race had sinned, God cursed the ground, and man is forced to provide his necessities of life by the strenuous exertion associated with work.



HERE IS AN INTERESTING OBSERVATION.  Eve is addressed as “woman” when she sinned, and yet, 2/3 of her punishment is associated with the woman in marriage rather than women in general, that is, a desire bordering on disease for her husband, and the authority of the husband over the wife.  Adam is observed as a sinning man, and the cursing associated with his sin effects every male member of the human race.



Scripture Passage



Matt 19:4-6



4	And He answered and said, "Have you not read, that He who created them from the beginning made them male and female,



5	and said, 'For this cause a man shall leave his father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and the two shall become one flesh'?  (NAS)



Commentary



See Genesis 2:24 notes.



Scripture Passage



Matthew 19:6  Consequently they are no longer two, but one flesh.  What therefore God has joined together, let no man separate.”  (NAS)



Commentary



Jesus commenting on Gen. 2:24 here and in Mk. 10:8(b)-9.



This indicates that the sovereign will of God intended marriage to be a permanent relationship between one man and one woman.



A question needs to be asked concerning the phrase “What therefore God has joined together . . .”  Does this focus on marriage as an institution or on the selection of a marriage partner?  Does this focus on “what?” or “who?”  Notice the focus:



Marriage as an institution:  What God hath JOINED TOGETHER . . .

A marriage partner:  WHAT [ the partners ]God hath joined together . . .



“. . . let no man separate.”  Who is the man?  Is it the husband? or Moses? or some man after another man’s wife?



See also Mk. 10:8(b)-9 for the same quote.



Scripture Passage



Mt. 19:8(b)  He said to them, "Because of your hardness of heart, Moses permitted you to divorce your wives; but from the beginning it has not been this way.  (NAS)



The phrase “but it was not so from the beginning” means that divorce was not permitted by God from the moment he first instituted marriage, that is, from the moment Adam and Eve were married in the Garden of Eden.



In other words, Moses permitted divorce after God instituted marriage, so the concept and practice of divorce started with Moses, not God.



Scripture Passage



Matthew 24:37-38



37	"For the coming of the Son of Man will be just like the days of Noah.



38	"For as in those days which were before the flood they were eating and drinking, they were marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark,  (NAS)



Commentary



This passage will be discussed again under the “Age of Israel, Tribulation.”



Verse 37:  Jesus is making reference to the days Noah as He is teaching His disciples about the second advent.  “The days of Noah” refer to the historical conditions during the period in which Noah lived.



Verse 38:  The days are described as “eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage.”  This whole phrase simply means “business as usual.”  



“marrying” refers to entering into the state of marriage, and “giving in marriage” refers to what we might call “becoming engaged.”



This passage teaches us that marriage, as a divine institution was operational in the days of Noah, which was during the Age of the Gentiles, from Genesis 1 to Genesis 12.



Scripture Passage



Mark 10:7-8(a)  



7	"For this cause a man shall leave his father and mother,



8	and the two shall become one flesh; consequently they are no longer two, but one flesh.  (NAS)



Commentary



Verses 7-8 are quotes of Gen. 2:24, with the addition of the phrase “consequently they are no longer two, but one flesh.”.



Scripture Passage



Mark 10:8(b)-9  “consequently they are no longer two, but one flesh.  What therefore God has joined together, let no man separate.”  (NAS)





Commentary



Jesus comments on Gen. 2:24 here and in Mt. 19:6.



See the comments on Gen. 2:24 and Mt. 19:6.





AGE OF ISRAEL



Scripture Passage



Book of Ruth

Song of Solomon

Hosea 



Commentary



There are references to marriage, divorce, and remarriage in these Books, and it is suggested that these passages be studied on their own.  These are Age of Israel passages and have no primary application to the Church Age.







�AGE OF ISRAEL (Continued)



Scripture



Deuteronomy 24:1-4, 5



1	"When a man takes a wife and marries her, and it happens that she finds no favor in his eyes because he has found some indecency in her, and he writes her a certificate of divorce and puts it in her hand and sends her out from his house,



2	and she leaves his house and goes and becomes another man's wife,



3	and if the latter husband turns against her and writes her a certificate of divorce and puts it in her hand and sends her out of his house, or if the latter husband dies who took her to be his wife,



4	then her former husband who sent her away is not allowed to take her again to be his wife, since she has been defiled; for that is an abomination before the LORD, and you shall not bring sin on the land which the LORD your God gives you as an inheritance.



5	"When a man takes a new wife, he shall not go out with the army, nor be charged with any duty; he shall be free at home one year and shall give happiness to his wife whom he has taken.  (NAS)



Commentary



This passage relates to Israel and the Mosaic Law, not the church, and not Christians.



This passage regulated certain facets of Jewish marriage, divorce and remarriage.



Verse 1:  If divorced from her first husband, a Jewish woman could not remarry her first husband if her second husband divorced her also.



If a Jewish man found some indecency in his wife, he could divorce her.



“sends her out of his house” implies divorce.



Verse 2:  Divorce implied a right to remarry when the cause was indecency



Verse 3:  Two different scenarios:  First, the second husband divorces the divorcee of the previous verse.  Second, the second husband dies.



Verse 4:  In either case, the first husband who divorced her cannot remarry her a second time because God says that she became defiled when she married the second man.



Question:  Was it the second marriage that defiled her or was it sexual relationship with her second husband that defiled her?



Look at this phrase:  “and you (Jew) shall not bring sin on the LAND (the Promised Land) which the LORD your (Jewish) God gives you (Jews) as an inheritance.”  The fact that we are talking about a LAND of inheritance makes this passage undeniably Jewish, and should be repelled is there is any attempt to apply it to the church.  



The church has no relationship to the LAND of Promise, and has never been offered LAND.



Verse 5:  Is not verse 5 a part of the thought contained in verses 1-4?  Then why do we not apply the thoughts of verse 5 in the same manner that we desire to apply the thoughts about divorce and remarriage?  Listen to these thoughts.



For one year after marriage, the new husband should do the following:



  He shall not go out with the army.

  He will not be charged with any duty.

  He will be free at home for one year.

  His only responsibility is to bring happiness to his wife.



A failure to apply these four ideas when talking about divorce and remarriage, is just as wrong as it is to teach tithing and fail to teach the double tithe and triple tithe.



Conclusion:  Since this passage relates to Israel, there should be no attempt to apply anything in verses 1-5 to the Church.



Scripture



Matthew 5:31



31	"And it was said, 'Whoever sends his wife away, let him give her a certificate of divorce';  (NAS)



Commentary



This verse is spoken by Jesus during the Age of Israel.  He is speaking to Pharisaic Jews about truths related to the Mosaic Law.



This verse quotes Deuteronomy 24:1, thereby relating it to the Mosaic law and the Age of Israel.



See the notes on Deuteronomy 24:1ff.



Scripture



Matthew 19:3



3	And some Pharisees came to Him, testing Him, and saying, "Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any cause at all?"  (NAS)





Commentary



These are religious Jews questioning an interpretation of the phrase “some indecency” in Deuteronomy 24:1 (Mosaic Law).



There were two schools of thought regarding the phrase “some indecency” in Deuteronomy 24:1.



The Jewish Hillel School taught that this permitted divorce for every conceivable cause.



The Jewish Shammai School taught that this permitted divorce only for a wife’s shameful conduct (whatever is meant by shameful conduct).



This verse has no relevance for the church or Christians.



Scripture



Matthew 19:7-8a



7	They said to Him, "Why then did Moses command to give her a certificate of divorce and send her away?"



8a	He said to them, "Because of your hardness of heart, Moses permitted you to divorce your wives; . . .  (NAS)



Commentary



Verse 7:  These are Jews questioning Jesus about the Mosaic Law which has no application to the church or Christians.



Verse 8a:  Jesus is explaining the actions of Moses as related to the Mosaic Law which has no application for the church or Christians.



Scripture



Matthew 19:9



9	And I say unto you, Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall marry another, committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put away doth commit adultery.  (KJV)



Commentary



Verse 9:  Jesus is addressing the Pharisees (v. 3) and says, “And I say unto you.”  In Matthew 5 (a part of the Sermon on the Mount) Jesus used the pattern, “You have heard that it hath been said” when referring to the Mosaic Law, and He said, “but I say unto you” when He was establishing Kingdom Law.  Here, Jesus is not establishing Kingdom Law as He was in Matthew 5.  Here, in this context, Jesus is interpreting the Mosaic Law as it should have been understood and practiced by Israel during the Age of Israel under the Mosaic Law.



Let’s say this another way.  Jesus has just answered the Pharisees’ question about why Moses allowed divorce under the Mosaic Law.  In essence, Jesus was explaining Moses regarding divorce in verse 8, and now, in verse 9, He is going to explain the Mosaic Law regarding divorce.  There is a legal side to the Law and a practical side to the Law.  The legal side says, “This is the way it is,” and the practical side says, “This is how you fix it when it’s broken.”  Jesus is dealing with the legal side of the Law, and Moses was dealing with the practical side of the Law.  (Brethren, it’s one thing to sit in the ivory tower and spout out “ivory-tower” laws, but it’s an another thing to be on the battlefield of life trying to dress the wounds of the critically injured.  Brethren, the critically injured could not care less about the law that they have broken.  The critically injured are interested in someone telling them how to stop the bleeding caused by breaking the law.  Jesus was speaking from the “ivory tower,” but Moses was speaking from the “battlefield.”



Verse 9:  Leviticus 21:7 teaches us that the phrase “put away” means divorce.



Lev 21:7  They shall not take a wife that is a whore, or profane; neither shall they take a woman put away from her husband: for he is holy unto his God.  (KJV)



Jesus states that fornication is the only legitimate cause for divorce.  Fornication is not synonymous with adultery.  Fornication means sexual relationship prior to marriage.  Adultery means sexual relationship with a member of the opposite sex, but not your marriage partner.



According to Jesus, FORNICATION was the only legitimate cause for divorce, and it was only the woman who had to prove her virginity.  (See Deut. 22:13-21)



Scripture with Commentary



Deut 22:13-21



13	If any man [ the context implies a malicious Jewish man ] take a wife [ marries a woman, and the context implies that the only reason he married this woman was to copulate with her ], and go in unto her [ copulates with her ], and hate her [ this is part of his malicious scheme to get rid of her now that his sexual desires have been satisfied by this specific woman ],



14	And [[ the husband ]] give occasions of speech against her [ bad-mouths her; spreads false rumors about her ], and bring up an evil name upon her [ ruins her reputation ], and [[ her husband ]] say, I [ this wife’s husband ] took [ married ] this woman [ his wife with whom he has copulated and now says he hates ], and when I [ the husband ] came to her [ copulated with her ], I [ the husband ] found [ discovered ] her [ the wife ] not a maid [ not a virgin ]:



15	Then [ after the husband makes the accusation that his wife was not a virgin when he married her ] shall the father of the damsel [ the wife now accused of having not been a virgin at the time of marriage ], and her mother[ the mother of the wife being accused ], take [ because what they are taking is in their possession ] and bring forth [ carries ] the tokens [ blood stains on the bed-clothes on the first occasion of sexual intercourse after marriage ] of the damsel's virginity [ this means that the father and mother of this accused wife could prove their daughter’s virginity beyond a shadow of doubt ] unto the elders of the city in the gate [ the elders were not regarded as judges in the strict sense of the word, but were magistrates whose responsibility it was to uphold parental authority, and administer the local police; the gate of the town was the forum, where the public affairs of the town were discussed ]:



Commentary



The Tokens of the Damsel’s Virginity



Keil & Delitzsch  (Commentary on the Old Testament, 1, The Pentateuch, Vol. 3, p. 411:  “In such a case the parents of the young woman . . ., were to bring the matter before the elders of the town into the gate . . ., and establish the chastity and innocence of their daughter by spreading the bed-clothes before them.  It was not necessary to this end that the parents should have taken possession of the spotted bed-clothes (blood stains on the bed-clothes caused by a torn hymen) directly after the marriage night, as is customarily done by the Bedouins and the lower classes of the Moslem in Egypt and Syria. . . . It was sufficient that the cloth should be kept, in case such a proof might be required.



Scripture with Commentary



16	And the damsel's [ the accused wife’s ] father shall say unto the elders [ see v. 15 ], I [ the father ] gave my daughter [ now the accused wife ] unto this man [ the malicious Jewish husband ] to wife [ marry ], and he [ the malicious Jewish husband ] hateth her [ the husband’s wife and the father’s daughter ];



17	And, lo, he [ the malicious husband ] hath given occasions of speech against her [ bad-mouthed her ], saying, I [ the malicious husband ] found not thy [ the father’s ] daughter a maid [ virgin ]; and yet these  [ the blood stained bed-clothes ] are the tokens [ the blood stained bed-clothes, now the evidence ] of my [ the father’s ] daughter's virginity [ the condition of one who has never copulated ]. And they [ the parents of the accused women ] shall spread the cloth [ the blood stained bed-clothes ] before [ in full view of ] the elders of the city [ see v. 15 ].



18	And the elders [ see v. 15 ] of that city shall take that man [ the malicious Jewish husband ] and chastise [ a word that implied bodily punishment; whipping with a maximum of 39 strokes ] him [ the malicious Jewish husband ];



19	And they [ the elders of the city ] shall amerce [ fine ] him [ the malicious Jewish husband ] in [ up to the amount of ] an hundred shekels of silver, and give them  [ the fined amount of shekels of silver ] unto the father of the damsel [ the woman maliciously accused ], because he  [ the malicious Jewish husband ] hath brought up an evil name [ ruined the reputation of ] upon a virgin [one who has never had sexual intercourse ] of Israel [ not the church, and certainly not a Christian ]: and she [ the Jewish wife maliciously married ] shall be his [ the malicious Jewish husband’s ] wife; he [ the malicious Jewish husband ] may not put her away  [ divorce her ] all his [ the malicious Jewish husband’s ] days [ at anytime during his lifetime; as punishment to this man, he was bound in marriage to this woman for his lifetime ].



Question:  What does this do to the woman or the man who has a romantic, ride off into the sunset concept of marriage?  Ladies, if you refuse to understand marriage from God’s viewpoint, and if you refuse to relate God’s purpose in marriage to the angelic conflict, you run the risk of becoming embittered toward God, embittered toward marriage, embittered toward men, and embittered toward me for telling you the truth.  This verse makes it very clear that happiness in marriage is not God’s primary purpose for marriage.  And woe to any woman who in the midst of the angelic conflict thinks that she can create marital bliss and ride off into the sunset by marrying a wimpy man that she can mold and fashion into what she thinks he and marriage ought to be.



20	But if this thing be true [ that is, she was not a virgin when he married her ], and the tokens of virginity [ blood stains on the bed-clothes, emphasizing the blood stains, not the bed-clothes ] be not found [ this does not mean that the bed-clothes were lost; this means no blood stains on the bed-clothes indicating that the husband was correct, that is, his wife was not a virgin when he married her ] the damsel [ the accused wife ]:



21	Then they [ the elders ] shall bring out the damsel [ now, the guilty wife ] to the door of her [ the guilty wife’s ] father's house, and the men of her [ the guilty wife’s ] city shall stone [ capital punishment ] her [ the guilty wife ] with stones [ the method of capital punishment ] that she [ the guilty wife ] die [ physically ]: because she [ the guilty wife ] hath wrought [ committed ] folly [ a sinful act against God ] in Israel [ not the church ], to play the whore [ the word used to describe a non-virgin under the Mosaic Law ] in her father's house [ prior to marriage ]: so [ in this manner ] shalt thou [ Israel, not the church, and not Christians ] put evil [ the form of which is fornication ] away from among you [ the people of Israel as a nation separating themselves from evil by killing the evil person ].  (KJV)



Commentary



Ancient Israel, Volume 1, Social Institutions, by Roland DeVaux, p. 156:  “The wife accused by her husband of having lost her virginity before her marriage presented the bed linen of the wedding-night, showing the signs of her virginity (Deut. 22:13-17).



Deuteronomy 22:13-21 explains the meaning of FORNICATION in Matthew 19:9.  The application is to Jews during the Age of Israel, not to the church, and not to Christians.



Ancient Israel, Volume 1, Social Institutions, by Roland DeVaux, p. 34:  “The blood-stained linen of this nuptial night was preserved; it proved the bride’s virginity and would be evidence if she were slandered by her husband (Deut. 22:13-21).  The same naive custom still obtains in Palestine and other Moslem countries.



Scripture



Matthew 19:10



9	His disciples say unto him, If the case of the man be so with his wife, it is not good to marry.  (KJV)



Commentary



This is human viewpoint conclusion drawn by the disciples from the statement made by Jesus in verse 9 and is related to the Age of Israel with no application to the Church Age, the church or Christians.







Scripture



Matthew 19:11-12



11	But He said to them, "Not all men can accept this statement, but only those to whom it has been given.



12	"For there are eunuchs who were born that way from their mother's womb; and there are eunuchs who were made eunuchs by men; and there are also eunuchs who made themselves eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. He who is able to accept this, let him accept it."  (NAS)



Commentary



Verses 11-12 introduces the subject of celibacy in response to what the disciples said in verse 10:  “ . . . it is not good to marry.”



Verse 11:  “this statement” refers to the statement the disciples made in verse 10:  “it is good not to marry.”  On those occasions when marriage may not be expedient, all men are not willing to abstain from sexual relationship, therefore, they marry.



Verse 12:  A “eunuch born that way from his mother’s womb” refers to a male child born with a birth defect that renders him celibate because he is incapable of normal sexual relationship in marriage.



A “eunuch made a eunuch by men” is a male who has been castrated, rendering him celibate because he is incapable of normal sexual relationship in marriage.



“Eunuchs made eunuchs by themselves for the sake of the kingdom of heaven” are males who voluntarily renounce marriage, thereby rendering themselves celibate by personal choice.  Since the message of the disciples was that the “kingdom of heaven” is at hand, some of the followers of Jesus renounced marriage so they would not be encumbered by marriage when He sent them out with the message that “he kingdom of heaven is at hand.”



“”He who is able to accept it” refers to any male disciple at that time when the kingdom was being preached as “at hand.”  



Verses 11-12 have no primary application in the Church Age, or to the church or Christians.



Scripture



Mark 10:2-5



2	And some Pharisees came up to Him, testing Him, and began to question Him whether it was lawful for a man to divorce a wife.



3	And He answered and said to them, "What did Moses command you?"



4	And they said, "Moses permitted a man to write a certificate of divorce and send her away."



5	But Jesus said to them, "Because of your hardness of heart he wrote you this commandment.  (NAS)



Commentary



Verse 2:  Here the Pharisees are questioning Jesus about Moses allowing divorce in Deuteronomy 24:1.  Obviously, this is a question that relates to the dispensation of Israel, and not the Church Age.



Verse 3:  Jesus relates this question to the Age of Israel by relating it to Moses, and thereby, the Mosaic Law.



Verse 4:  The Pharisees now refer to Deuteronomy 24:1 which is related to the Mosaic Law and the Age of Israel.



Verse 5:  Jesus taught why Moses allowed divorce during the Age of Israel, and note that Jesus considered the allowance of Moses to be a commandment associated with the Mosaic Law.



Conclusion:  This passage relates the Mosaic Law to Israel, not the church, and not to Christians.  Any attempt to apply this to Christians does violence to “rightly dividing the Word of truth.”



Scripture



Mark 10:11-12



11	And He said to them, "Whoever divorces his wife and marries another woman commits adultery against her;



12	and if she herself divorces her husband and marries another man, she is committing adultery." (NAS)



(Mark 10:10  And in the house the disciples began questioning Him about this again.  (NAS)



Commentary



(Mark 10:10 indicates that the conversation between Jesus and His disciples in Mark 10:11-12 occurs inside of a house.  The Pharisees having initiated this conversation remain on the outside of the house and do not hear this conversation between Jesus and His disciples.)



(When comparing Matthew 19:3-12 with Mark 10:2-10, it appears from Matthew’s account that Jesus had said more to the Pharisees outside the house than what Mark records, therefore, in Mark 10:10, when the disciples question Jesus about “this,” the word “this” refers generally to the conversation with the Pharisees which included the topics of marriage, divorce, remarriage, and celibacy, but focuses on what Jesus discusses in Mark 10:11-12)



Verse 11:  This statement is made by Matthew in Matthew 19:9:  “And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for immorality, and marries another commits adultery.”



Note two things about Mark 10:11:



1)	It is implied that adultery is committed with the new wife; and

2)	it is stated that adultery is committed against the old wife.



Note two things more about Mark 10:11:



1)	Matthew adds “except for immorality.”  (This is not a good

translation.  The KJV offers the better translation:  “except for fornication.”  See Matthew 19:9 for an explanation of this exception.)



2)  Mark adds “. . . commits adultery against her.”  In other words, adultery is committed with the second wife because her husband divorced his first wife for reasons other than the “exception” clause, but adultery is committed against the first wife because her husband divorced her for reasons other than the “exception” clause.



Verse 12:  Here, the wife is said to divorce the husband.  This is a new idea in Scripture.  Mark adds this whole statement from a wife’s perspective.  It was not even mentioned by Matthew in Matthew 19:3-12.  Why does Mark add this statement and Matthew neglect it?  The common understanding is that Matthew was writing to Jews who rarely recognized a wife’s right to divorce her husband, and Mark was writing to Gentiles among whom a wife divorcing her husband was a widely accepted practice.



Another question might be raised.  Why does Mark not state the “exception” clause when the wife divorces her husband?  Answer:  When properly understood, the “exception” clause of Matthew 19:9 cannot be applied when the wife divorces her husband because the cause for the exception is unique to women.  (See the notes on Matthew 19:9)



This verse applies to the Age of Israel.



Scripture



Luke 16:18



18	"Everyone who divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery; and he who marries one who is divorced from a husband commits adultery.  (NAS)



Luke is the author.  He is a Gentile physician and companion of the Apostle Paul.  He is writing to Theophilus, thought to be a Gentile of high social standing.



The Context:  The Parable of the Dishonest Steward (Lu. 16:1-18)



It is clearly difficult at first glance to see the connection between verse 18 and the preceding verses.  The next two references help to understand the connection.



Halley’s Handbook makes this comment about this verse.  “It is difficult to see the connection in the verses (1-17) about the Law and Divorce.  Perhaps Jesus meant that since the Gospel was so profoundly influencing the people it was harder for Pharisees to justify their hypocritical teachings.  While they professed to be guardians of the law, they ignored the teachings of the law about divorce, allowing it for any trivial cause.



Unger’s Bible Handbook makes this comment:  The Pharisees’ scoffing ridicule of Jesus’ teaching about money, 16:14-17, proved their faith was empty and their belief in heaven an empty sham.  Their covetousness proved it.  Their boasted veneration for the law was also a farce, since they set aside the clear teaching of the Law on divorce, 16:18, and granted it on trivialities.



Conclusion:  This passage relates to the Mosaic Law and has absolutely no connection to the Church Age, the church or Christians.



Scripture



Romans 7:2-3



2	For the married woman is bound by law to her husband while he is living; but if her husband dies, she is released from the law concerning the husband.



3	So then if, while her husband is living, she is joined to another man, she shall be called an adulteress; but if her husband dies, she is free from the law, so that she is not an adulteress, though she is joined to another man.  (NAS)



Commentary



In these two verses Paul is not trying to teach the church about marriage, he is trying to teach Jewish Christians that the Mosaic Law had been terminated with the death of Christ on the cross.



Rom. 7:1  Or do you not know, brethren (for I am speaking to those who know the law), that the law has jurisdiction over a person as long as he lives?



Verse 2:  Paul says, “For the married woman is bound by the law . . .”

The law refers to the Mosaic Law, and since the Mosaic Law has already been terminated, Paul is using the Mosaic Law as an illustration and an illustration only.  Whatever Paul says about marriage here is only true of marriage under the Mosaic Law unless we can find the same truth restated in the Church Age Epistles with a primary application to the church.



The following truths are taught in verse 2, but remember, these truths applied only during the Age of Israel from Moses to the cross.



1.	If a woman’s husband was alive, the Law said she was required to remain married to him until he died.



2.	When the husband died, the woman was no longer considered married to her deceased husband.  (This made her free to marry again without being considered an adulteress.)



Verse 3:  Paul continues his use of the Mosaic Law as an illustration.



The following truths are taught in verse 3, but remember, these truths applied only during the Age of Israel from Moses to the cross.



1.	The woman was considered an adulteress if she married another man while her first husband was alive.  (Remember also, Paul is discussing the rule, and not its exceptions under which divorce might be permitted.)



2.	The woman was not considered an adulteress if she married another man after her first husband died.



Conclusion:  These two verses teach the church nothing about marriage, divorce, and remarriage during the Church Age.  Paul uses marriage, divorce and remarriage under the Mosaic Law to teach the Church Age believer that he has no responsibility and/or no obligation to the Mosaic Law as a Christian; therefore, any information about marriage, divorce , and remarriage in these two verses cannot be used to teach the Christian anything about marriage, divorce, or remarriage during the Church Age.





AGE OF THE ISRAEL (Tribulation)



Scripture Passage



Matthew 24:37-38



37	"For the coming of the Son of Man will be just like the days of Noah.



38	"For as in those days which were before the flood they were eating and drinking, they were marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark,  (NAS)



Commentary



Whether you place this passage in the Tribulation or the Millennium is like asking whether or not 12:00 o’clock noon is a.m. or p.m.  In this passage, Jesus is telling His disciples what the historical conditions among the peoples of the earth would be like at His second coming to earth.



Verse 37:  Jesus says the historical conditions at His second advent as being like the days of Noah.



Verse 38:  Jesus describes the historical conditions at His second advent as being like the days of Noah:  eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage.  This phrase, taken as a whole, is just another way of saying “business as usual” without a clue that a cataclysmic event was imminent.  This phrase should not be broken down into its component parts and then preached as though “eating and drinking” are a reference to “party time,” and “marrying and giving in marriage” has any application to the modern-day divorce rate.  It refers to “business as usual” in Noah’s day and at the second advent, without a clue that a cataclysmic event was imminent.









AGE OF THE MILLENNIUM



Scripture Passage



Matthew 5:32



32	but I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except for the cause of unchastity, makes her commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.  (NAS)



Commentary



Matthew 5:32 is part of the Sermon on the Mount wherein Jesus is presenting Kingdom Law which would supersede Mosaic Law if Israel would, at that time, accept Jesus as their Messiah.  Notice the pattern throughout this chapter:  “You have heard that it has been said . . . (a reference to the Mosaic Law), but I (Jesus) say unto you . . . (a reference to Kingdom Law).



Had Israel accepted Jesus as their Messiah, Kingdom Law would have been established at that moment, however, since Israel rejected Jesus as their Messiah at His first advent, the Kingdom and its Law have been temporarily set aside until His second advent, at which time Kingdom Law will become the rule of life for the millennium.



The primary application of this passage is to the millennial period.  It has no primary or secondary application to the Church Age, the Church, or Christians.





ETERNITY FUTURE



Scripture Passage



Matthew 22:30



30	"For in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven.  (NAS)



Commentary



The context of this passage is Matthew 22:23-30.  The Sadducees raise a question about a principle of marriage under the Mosaic Law.



It should be clear from this context that Jesus is answering a question about marriage, remarriage and the resurrection as marriage and remarriage relate to the Mosaic Law.  Verses 23-29 present the scenario.  Verse 30 is Jesus’ answer.



Verse 30:  “in the resurrection” refers to eternity future.

“They neither marry, nor are given in marriage” refers to marriage as an institution in eternity future.  There will be none, and angels are the example.  As related to eternity future, angels do not marry.



Chronologically, Matthew 22:30 follows Genesis 6.  To say that angels do not presently marry, or will not marry in the future does not imply that angels never married in the past.  Matthew 22:30 teach us that what was once true of angels in Genesis 6 is not true now, nor will it be in the future. How do we know?  Because Genesis 6 says that angels married at that time, and Matthew 22:30 says there will be no angelic marriages in eternity future.



Conclusion:  This a Mosaic Law question related to eternity future and says nothing about marriage in the Church Age, about the church or Christians.





AGE OF THE CHURCH



1 Corinthians. 7:1-40



Now we move on to the Church Age passages dealing with marriage, divorce, remarriage and celibacy. Our first major passage will be 1 Corinthians 7:1-40, but many of Paul’s statements will make absolutely no sense unless we first understand and acknowledge the major ideas that form the backdrop against which Paul makes his statements are made, namely, . . .



 1.	The church at Corinth was under great adversity because they were living in a period of historical distress.  “. . . in view of this present distress . . .” (v. 26)



2.	Paul believed the return of the Lord could occur at any moment in his lifetime, therefore, demanding an all-out effort for the Lord.  “. . . the time has been shortened . . .”(v. 29)



 3.	Paul was promoting what is seemly and trying to secure undistracted devotion to the Lord.  “. . . to promote what is seemly, and to secure undistracted devotion to the Lord.  (v. 35)



Introduction to 1 Corinthians 7:1-40



“In View of the Present Distress” (v. 26)



 1.	Whatever Paul says or teaches about marriage, divorce, remarriage, and celibacy in 1 Corinthians chapter 7, his teachings must be interpreted as statements made during a period of historical distress, and when this is understood, an honest question must be asked.  If Paul had not been living in a period of historical distress, would his message have been any different?  (I will try to answer that question before we finish our study.)  Listen to Paul in 1 Corinthians 7:26:



“I think then that this is good in view of the present distress, that it is good for a man to remain as he is.”



 2.	Remember, “the present distress” present in verse 26 was present in verse 1, therefore, “present distress” is the backdrop against which Paul writes the totality of 1 Corinthians 7.



 3.	Listen to various commentators on the phrase “in view of the present distress.” 



A.	The Wycliffe Bible Commentary, (p. 1240-1241): a phrase probably referring to the PRESSURE of the Christian life in an UNFRIENDLY world. . . . If the Christian life is difficult in itself, why impose more burden upon oneself with marriage?”



B.	Unger’s Bible Handbook, (p. 633):  “The general rule is that the unmarried are well-off as they are, particularly at times when believers are subject to ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL STRESS.”  (capitals mine)



C.	Word Pictures in the New Testament, (p. 132), by A.T. Robertson:  “anagkh (distress) is a strong word . . . for external circumstances.”



D.	The Corinthian Letters of Paul, (p. 69), by G. Campbell Morgan:  “I think he was referring to the PRESSURE OF CIRCUMSTANCES the midst of which the church was living at Corinth. . . . He was recognizing the difficulty of their life.  Of course it was difficult.”



E.	The One Volume Commentary, (p. 903):  “Perhaps persecution, which, however, is not elsewhere mentioned in this Epistle; more probably the “distress” Christ had said would precede His return (Lu. 21:23), which was thought to be near (v. 29).”



F.	Ellicott’s Commentary on the Whole Bible, (p. 311):  “The “impending distress” is foretold by Christ, Matt. 24:8 et seq.  The Apostle regarded the coming of Christ as no distant event, and in the CALAMITIES already threatening the Church, such as the FAMINE in the time of Claudius (Acts 11:28), and in the gathering PERSECUTIONS, he heard the first mutterings of the storm which should burst upon the world before the sign of the Son of Man should appear in the heavens.”



G.	Word Studies in the New Testament, (p. 221), by Vincent:  “The distress is THAT which should precede Christ’s second coming, and which was PREDICTED by the Lord himself [sic], Matt. 24:8 sqq.”



(Remember, now, that the “distress” that is present in verse 26 was also present in verse 1, therefore, “historical distress” is the backdrop against which he writes 1 Corinthians 7.)



“The Time Has Been Shortened”(v. 29)



1.	Whatever Paul says or teaches about marriage, divorce, remarriage, and celibacy in 1 Corinthians chapter 7, it must be interpreted as statements made during a period in which the Apostle Paul thought the return of Christ to be imminent.  Listen to 1 Corinthians 7:29:



29  But this I say, brethren, the time has been shortened, so that from now on those who have wives should be as though they had none;



2.	Listen to various commentators on the phrase “the time has been shortened.”



A.	The Wycliffe Bible Commentary (p. 1241):  “The Apostle refers to the time before THE COMING OF THE LORD (the second advent). . . All of life is to be lived in the light of this great fact.”



B.	Unger’s Bible Handbook (p. 633):  “He [ Paul ] is in a better position [ because of his abundance of revelation ] to realize THE BREVITY OF LIFE in the light of eternity.””



C.	Word Pictures in the New Testament, (p. 133), by A.T. Robertson:  “Calvin takes it for the shortness of human life, but apparently Paul pictures the foreshortening of time (opportunity) because of the possible nearness of and hope for the second coming.”



D.	The Corinthian Letters of Paul,, (p. 69), by G. Campbell Morgan:  “That is to say, we are living in a time when EVERYTHING IS PRESSED INTO NARROWNESS. . . . We are living in a time that has the characteristic of pressure, of urgency, of immediacy.”



E.	The One Volume Commentary, (p. 904):  “The thought of the nearness of the Lord’s coming, when earthly things would pass away, should keep them from being engrossed in present interests.”



F.	Ellicott’s Commentary on the Whole Bible, (p. 312):  “The words ‘so that’ do not introduce a series of apostolic exhortations based upon and growing out of the previous statement regarding the brevity of the remaining time, but they express what was God’s intention in making the time short.”  In other words, do these things because time is short.  Some might interpret this to mean that time is short because you are doing the things found in vv. 29-30.



G.	Word Studies in the New Testament, (p. 221), by Vincent:  “Not, the period of mortal life; but the time which must elapse before the Lord appears.”



To Promote What Is Seemly, and To Secure Undistracted Devotion to the Lord.

(v. 35)



1.	Whatever Paul says or teaches about marriage, divorce, remarriage, and celibacy in 1 Corinthians chapter 7, it must be interpreted as promoting what is seemly, and securing undistracted devotion to the Lord.  Listen to 1 Corinthians 7:35:



35	And this I say for your own benefit; not to put a restraint upon you, but to promote what is seemly, and to secure undistracted devotion to the Lord.  (NAS)



Understanding Certain Passages in Light of These Major Ideas



 1.	Understanding and acknowledging these major ideas will account for the reason why the Apostle Paul made the following statements that seem to be so drastic.



1 Corinthians 7:7  Yet I wish that all men were even as I myself am. [ Paul is talking about being single, that is, unmarried ] However, each man has his own gift [ marriage or unmarried ] from God, one in this manner [ married ], and another in that [ unmarried ].



1 Corinthians 7:8  But I say to the unmarried and to widows that it is good for them if they remain even as I [ single, unmarried ].



1 Corinthians 7:20  Let each man remain in that condition in which he was called [ if married, remain married; if single, remain single ].



 2.	It would seem that if “the present distress” had not been historically present, and if the Apostle Paul had not thought that the second advent was imminent, he would not have been so adamant about unmarried Christians remaining single.  In other words, if “the present distress” had not been present, and if the return of the Lord had not been imminent, the statements about remaining unmarried would not have been made.



Now, Note Several Contrasting Statements Made by Paul in This Chapter



1.	touching a woman:  (7:1 vs. 7:2)



“It is good for a man not to touch a woman, BUT because of immoralities”



 2.	all as Paul:  (7:7a vs. 7:7b)



“For I would that all men were even as I myself.  BUT every man has his proper gift, one after this manner, and another after that.



 3.	remain as I:  (7:8 vs. 7:9)



“ . . . it is good for them if they remain even as I, BUT if they do not have self-control, let them marry . . .”



 4.	remain married:  (7:12, 13 vs. 7:15)



“. . .if any brother has a wife who is an unbeliever, and she consents to live with him, let him not send her away.  And a woman who has an unbelieving husband, and he consents to live with her, let her not send her husband away. . . .YET if the unbelieving one leaves, let him leave. . .”



5.	slavery:  ( 7:20 vs. 7:21)



“Let each man remain in that condition in which he was called.  Were you called while a slave? Do not worry about it; BUT if you are able also to become free, rather do that.”



 6.	maintain the status quo:   (7:26, 27 vs. 7:28) )



“. . .it is good for a man to remain as he is.  Are you bound to a wife? Do not seek to be released.  Are you released from a wife?  Do not seek a wife.  BUT if you should marry, you have not sinned; and if a virgin should marry, she has not sinned.



Now, Note That There Are Occasions When Paul Gives His Own Opinion



6  But this I say by way of concession, not of command.



12  But to the rest I say, not the Lord, that if any brother has a wife who is an unbeliever, and she consents to live with him, let him not send her away.



17  Only, as the Lord has assigned to each one, as God has called each, in this manner let him walk. And thus I direct in all the churches.



25  Now concerning virgins I have no command of the Lord, but I give an opinion as one who by the mercy of the Lord is trustworthy.



26  I think then that this is good in view of the present distress, that it is good for a man to remain as he is.



29  But this I say, brethren, the time has been shortened, so that from now on those who have wives should be as though they had none;



35  And this I say for your own benefit; not to put a restraint upon you, but to promote what is seemly, and to secure undistracted devotion to the Lord.



40  But in my opinion she is happier if she remains as she is; and I think that I also have the Spirit of God.  (NAS)



 1.	There is nothing like this anywhere else in Paul’s writings.



 2.	Paul distinguishes between specific instructions from the Lord and his opinions without a specific command from the Lord.



 3.	Believing himself to have the Spirit (v. 40), Paul concludes that his deductions are permitted by the Lord.



 4.	It is safe to assume that Paul’s conclusions are inspired by God.



Two Syllogisms



 1.	The whole Bible is the inspired Word of God.  (major premise)

Since 1 Corinthians 7 is part of the Word of God,  (minor premise)

Therefore, 1 Corinthians 7 is part of the inspired Word of God.  (conclusion)



 2.	1 Corinthians 7 is part of the inspired Word of God.  (major premise)

1 Corinthians 7 contains some of Paul’s opinions,  (minor premise)

Therefore, Paul’s opinions in 1 Corinthians 7 are inspired.  (conclusion)



�EXPOSITION 1 CORINTHIANS 7:1-40

(Unless marked, the basic text used is the NAS Version)





7:1	Now concerning the things about which you wrote, it is good for a man not to touch [ p.m.inf. a(ptw  meaning “to have intercourse with” ] a woman.



 1.	This verse answers either of the two following questions:



A.	Should single men have sexual relationship before marriage?

B.	Should single men remain celibate?



 2.	It is not clear which of the two preceding questions was asked by the Corinthians when they wrote to Paul.



Principle:  Single men should not have sex before marriage.





7:2	But because of immoralities [ fornications ], let each man have his own wife [ singular:  monogamy ], and let each woman have her own husband [ singular:  monogamy ].



 1.	Marriage is enjoined to prevent fornication prior to marriage.



 2.	Monogamy is enjoined.



(The next three verses teach that marriage is a union of two people who become “one flesh,” and that marriage involves mutual obligations and conjugal rights)





7:3	Let the husband fulfill his duty [ accusative singular of the Greek word  ofeilh  referring to sexual intercourse and directly states that sexual intercourse is a husband’s duty to his wife; this means that a spiritual man cannot withhold sex from wife ] to his wife [ not another man’s wife ], and likewise [ indicates the responsibility of the wife is the same as that of a husband to the wife; the wife has a duty to yield herself to her husband for sexual intercourse] also the wife to her husband [ not someone else’s husband ].



 1.	Listen to the following commentators on this verse:



Kittels (Vol. 5, p. 564):  “. . . a euphemism for the marital duty of co-habitation . . . the mutual obligation of spouses deriving from the order of creation.



The One Volume Commentary, ed. by J.R. Dummelow, (p. 902):  “due benevolence . . . i.e., primarily, cohabitation.



Webster’s Dictionary on the word “co-habitation” from the word “cohabit”  “to live together as husband and wife:  the word usually implies sexual intercourse, . . .”



Word Pictures of the New Testament, by A.T. Robertson, (Vol. 4, p. 124):  “This dictum defends marital intercourse against rigorists . . .”



 2.	Both the husband and wife have a marital responsibility regarding sex.



 3.	Withholding sex by a husband or wife is irresponsibility in marriage.



 4.	Withholding sex from a husband or wife is irresponsibility in marriage.





7:4	The wife does not have authority over her own body, but the husband does; and likewise also the husband does not have authority over his own body, but the wife does.



 1.	This verse deals with sexual relationship within marriage.



 2.	This verse implies that sexual gratification within marriage is a right, not a favor.



 3.	The point is that neither the wife nor the husband has the right to deny the spouse the right of sexual gratification.



 4.	This verse does not authorize abnormal or deviant sex without the consent of the partner.





7:5	Stop depriving one another, except by agreement for a time that you may devote yourselves to prayer, and come together again lest Satan tempt you because of your lack of self-control.



Listen to the thundering diction of the KJV:



7:5  Defraud ye not one the other, except it be with consent for a time, that ye may give yourselves to fasting and prayer; and come together again, that Satan tempt you not for your incontinency.  (KJV)



Now listen to one commentators remarks about this verse from the KJV:



Ellicott’s Commentary on the Whole Bible, (p. 307):  “The alteration in the Greek text of the word ‘give’ into the present tense, so as to make the word ‘prayer’ refer to daily devotions, and not to special and exceptional seasons, and the interpolation of the word ‘fasting’--not found in the older MSS.--are a striking example of how the ascetic tendencies of a particular ecclesiastical school of thought led to their ‘amending’ the sacred text so as to make it to be in harmony with their own views, instead of reverently regarding it as that by which those very views should be corrected.



 1.	The problem of depriving one another sexual gratification was already in progress in the Corinthian Church.  Paul tells them to stop that practice.



 2.	Neither spouse should be denied sexual gratification except by mutual agreement for time for exceptional and specials seasons of prayer.



 3.	The length of time devoted to prayer should not exceed a spouse's self-control in the area of need for sexual gratification.



 4.	Sexual relationship in marriage solves the problem of lack of self-control.



 5.	Depriving a spouse of sexual gratification leads Satan to tempt that spouse to gratify sexual desire through other means.





7:6	But this I say by way of concession, not of command.



7:6  What follows is conceded, not commanded.





7:7	Yet I wish that all men were even as I myself am. However, each man has his own gift from God, one in this manner, and another in that.



7:7  Singleness is advised.  However, singleness is not commanded.  Marital status, whether married or unmarried, is said to be a gift from God.  (We need to ask why Paul advises singleness.)



Advice to Single Persons:  the Unmarried and Widows (vv. 8-9)



7:8	But I say to the unmarried and to widows that it is good for them if they remain even as I.



7:8  The singles and widows are advised to remain unmarried.  The reasons follow in this chapter:



1)	present distress (v. 26).

2)	time shortened (v. 29)

3)	seemly; undistracted devotion (v. 35)



How does these three things apply to us?



1)	present distress (v. 26):  no issue for us at this time.

2)	time shortened (v. 29):  same true for us.

3)	seemly; undistracted devotion (v. 35):  same true for us.



HOWEVER, . . . read verse 9 before trying to apply verse 8.



7:9	But if they do not have self-control, let them marry; for it is better to marry than to burn.



7:9  The word “but” establishes a viable alternative and removes all guilt trips if the alternative is followed.



Widows and singles are advised to marry if they have no self-control over their sexual desires. It is better for widows and singles to marry to satisfy their sexual desires than to burn with unsatisfied sexual desires.



Notice, this verse says “marry,” not “live together.”  All the world’s rationalization will never change the word “marry” to mean anything else but “marry.”



(7:10-11)



7:10	But to the married I give instructions, not I, but the Lord, that the wife should not leave her husband



7:11 	but if she does leave, let her remain unmarried, or else be reconciled to her husband), and that the husband should not send his wife away.



 1.	Verses 10 & 11 must be studied and understood together.



 2.	That Paul is addressing Christians is implied.



 3.	This information is not hearsay.  This information comes to us as Christians from the Lord Jesus Christ Himself through the Apostle Paul.



 4.	These two verses do not address the unmarried (never married), widows, widowers, or divorcees.  These verses address only the “married.”



 5.	Here, “the married” includes those married only once, and those who are “married” via remarriage, disregarding the number of times remarriage has taken place.  If remarried, it focuses on the most recent remarriage.



 6.	Phrases used in verses 10 & 11 that mean “divorce:”



A.	In verse 10, the phrase “should not leave her husband” means “should not divorce her husband.”



B.	In verse 11, the phrase “should not send away his wife” means “should not divorce his wife.”



 7.	What these two phrases do not mean:



A.	They do not refer to legal separation.



B.	They do not refer to separate maintenance.



C.	They refer to divorce!



D.	The phrase “let her remain unmarried” in verse 11 makes it clear that “should not leave her husband” means “divorce.”



 8.	Verse 10 makes it quite clear that the Lord Jesus Christ does not want a Christian wife to divorce her husband.



 9.	Verse 11 makes it quite clear that the Lord Jesus Christ does not want a Christian husband to divorce his wife.



10.	Several key thoughts from the parenthetical note in verse 11:



A.	“if she does leave” means “if she does divorce”



B.	The word “but” indicates an exception to the rule:



1)	“No divorce” is the rule.

2)	“Divorce” is the exception to the rule.



C.	“let her remain unmarried” means “to remain single for the rest of her life.”



D.	“or else be reconciled to her husband” means “to remarry the man most recently divorced.”



E.	If there have been multiple marriages and divorces, this verse applies only to the spouse most recently divorced.



F.	The word “if” is a 3rd class condition:  1) maybe she will divorce her husband, and maybe she won’t,” and 2) “maybe he will divorce his wife, and maybe he won’t”



(A thought that occurred to me right here:  Remember, this is the Church Age wherein Christians are to be led by the Spirit.  The Bible is not going to answer every question we have about marriage, remarriage, divorce and celibacy.  It’s not going to answer every “should I” or “shouldn’t I.”  The Bible will give us the framework, the skeletal guidelines for marriage, divorce, remarriage, and celibacy, but we will receive guidance from the Spirit of God as we seek His guidance in those matters not directly or indirectly covered by the Word of God.)



11.	By inference, it is concluded that everything said of the wife in these two verses is also true for the husband.



	wife	husband

	do not divorce	do not divorce

	but if you do	but if you do

	remain unmarried	remain unmarried

	or	or

	be reconciled to your husband	be reconciled to your wife



12.	Some things to note from this passage:



A.	The sovereign will of God:  “do not divorce.”



B.	The permissive will of God:



1)	Divorce (the conditions are not stated).

2)	Remain unmarried.

3)	Be reconciled (remarry).



C.	The “conditions” under which divorce may be obtained are notably absent in these two verses.

1)	Note the absence of the following “conditions”:



a.	adultery.

b.	fornication

c.	general indignities.



2)	My personal opinion as to why specific “conditions” are not mentioned.



“Conditions” are not nearly as important as are “toleration” of the conditions.



3)	Marriages that are in trouble should not be asking, “What are the conditions under which I can legitimately divorce?”



adultery?

fornication?

abuse? (any kind)



4)	Marriages that are in trouble should be asking, “How long can I tolerate these conditions?”



How long can I tolerate his/her adultery?

How long can I tolerate his/her abuse?

Some are able to tolerate much longer than others, and no individual has the right to tell anyone else how long they can tolerate their conditions.



5)	Counsel given from counselors often follows one of two lines:



The conditions under which the counselor would or would not remain married.



For example:  The counselor might say, “I don’t think you ought to divorce your spouse just because he/she lied, but if he/she commits adultery, that’s a horse-of-a-different-color.”



Principle:  Who cares what the counselor would do under any set of circumstances?  The counselee’s thinking is the issue, not the counselor’s conditions!



The tolerance level of the counselor is transferred to the counselee.



For example:  The counselor might say, “If I were you, I don’t think I could take any more of that,” or “If I were you, I’d hang in their a little bit longer.”



Principle:  The counselor is not the counselee, and what the counselor would do has no bearing on what the counselee should do.



6)	No counselor can determine when another person has reached his/her toleration level in any given set of circumstances.



7)	Toleration level is proportional to spiritual growth:  the greater the spiritual growth, the greater the toleration level.



Those with hardened hearts should be considered less spiritually mature and they will have a lower toleration level.



8)	Spiritual babes are less tolerant than spiritual adolescents, who are less tolerant than mature believers.



9)	Objectivity vs. subjectivity:  The greater the spiritual growth the greater the objectivity.  The less mature, the greater the subjectivity.



 10)	Toleration level is proportional to objectivity:  the greater the objectivity, the greater the tolerance.





PAUL GIVES INSTRUCTIONS TO MARRIED WOMEN AND MEN



Policies for Marriage When a Believer Is Married to an Unbeliever

(1 Corinthians 7:12-16)



Introduction A



 1.	These policies will make no sense to the religious person.



 2.	These policies are given to guide the Christian who is totally yielded to God the Holy Spirit.



 3.	These policies are given to guide the normal Christian life.



 4.	The spiritual life is the normal Christian life.  Religious Christianity is the abnormal Christian life.



Introduction B



 1.	The next five verses provides policies to guide a believer who is married to an unbeliever.



 2.	The conditions under which the believer comes to be married to an unbeliever:



A.	Being a believer, marry an unbeliever.



1)	The spiritual man will not do this.



2)	The reversionistic believer will do this.



3)	Any believer may do this while operating within the “legitimate wilderness” of his life.



a.	The “legitimate wilderness” of one’s life is the “old man thinking” before the “new man thinking” has been learned.



b.	Every believer has a “legitimate wilderness” until he reaches maturity.



c.	The more spiritual a man becomes, the more the “legitimate wilderness” diminishes.



d.	Spirituality and “legitimate wilderness” are inversely proportional.  (In other words, the more you have of one, the less you have of the other.)



e.	“Legitimate wilderness” is operating out of human viewpoint before you know divine viewpoint.



Example:  Being a believer, marry an unbeliever before you learn that God’s plan forbids a believer to marry an unbeliever.



f.	“illegitimate wilderness” is operating out of human viewpoint while definitely understanding divine viewpoint.



Example:  Being a believer, marry an unbeliever, knowing that God’s plan forbids a believer to marry an unbeliever.



g.	“illegitimate wilderness” is defiance of God.



h.	Spirituality is negated while walking in the “illegitimate wilderness” of your life.



B.	Being an unbeliever, marry an unbeliever, and then become a believer after marriage.



 3.	This passage addresses 2B.



 4.	How do we know that (2B) is the issue and not (2A)?  Answer:  2 Corinthians 6:14  “Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers.”  Listen to several versions of the Bible on the same verse:



2 Cor 6:14-15 (KJV)



14	Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?

15	And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel?  (KJV)





2 Cor 6:14-15 (NAS)



14	Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what partnership have righteousness and lawlessness, or what fellowship has light with darkness?

15	Or what harmony has Christ with Belial, or what has a believer in common with an unbeliever?  (NAS)



2 Cor 6:14-15 (NIV)



14	Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or what fellowship can light have with darkness?

15	What harmony is there between Christ and Belial? What does a believer have in common with an unbeliever?  (NIV)



2 Cor 6:14-15 (RSV)



14	Do not be mismated with unbelievers. For what partnership have righteousness and iniquity? Or what fellowship has light with darkness?

15	What accord has Christ with Belial? Or what has a believer in common with an 

unbeliever?  (RSV)



2 Cor 6:14-15 (TLB)



14	Don't be teamed with those who do not love the Lord, for what do the people of God have in common with the people of sin? How can light live with darkness?

15	And what harmony can there be between Christ and the devil? How can a Christian be a partner with one who doesn't believe?  (TLB)



 5.	Now, let’s deal with our passage.



7:12	But to the rest I say, not the Lord, that if any brother has a wife who is an unbeliever, and she consents to live with him, let him not send her away.



 1.	Exposition:



A.	This verse deals with a man who married an unbeliever while he was an unbeliever, and at some point after marriage he became a Christian; but his wife remained an unbeliever.  This passage teaches the newly believing husband how to deal with his unbelieving wife.



B.	Paul’s statement “I say, not the Lord”:



1)	This does not disclaim inspiration.

2)	This indicates that he is not quoting a command from Christ.

3)	The fact that Jesus didn’t say it makes it no less valid.

4)	Inspiration makes something valid, not who said it.



C.	The word “if” is a 1st class condition meaning that “if any brother has a wife who is an unbeliever, and he really does have a wife who is an unbeliever. . .”



D.	The word “brother” indicates that this husband is saved.



E.	The word “unbeliever” indicates that the wife is unsaved.



F.	“consents to live with him” means that she consents to live with her husband and allows him to practice his Christian way of life.



G.	“let him not send her away” means “let him not DIVORCE her.”



H.	“send away” means “DIVORCE.”



 2.	The Christian man is told not to divorce his wife just because she is not a Christian.



 3.	The condition upon which the Christian man has no right to divorce his unbelieving wife:  she consents to live with him.



 4.	This verse does not address the issue of what the believing husband should do should the unbelieving wife determine to divorce him.  (That issue is discussed in verse 15.)



7:13	And a woman who has an unbelieving husband, and he consents to live with her, let her not send her husband away.



 1.	Verse 13 is exactly the same as verse 12, with the exception that it is the woman who has become saved, not the husband.



 2.	Each point from verse 12 can be transferred to this verse if the word “wife” is substituted for the word “husband” and the word “husband” is substituted for the word “wife.”



7:14	For the unbelieving husband is sanctified through his wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified through her believing husband; for otherwise your children are unclean, but now they are holy.



 1.	Look at this scenario:



A.	A believing wife has an unbelieving husband, or a believing husband has an unbelieving wife (vv. 13-15).



B.	We ought to ask ourselves what’s the big deal, and why is Paul having to explain who is sanctified or unsanctified, or who is clean or unclean, or who is holy or unholy?



C.	Answer:  Jewish influence among Christians was strong throughout the Christian world at that time, and Jewish Christians would have been strongly influence by their understanding of Haggai 2:11-13.



Principle:  When a person unites with your church, it does make a difference what kind of baggage he’s dragging with him, and naive people always get hurt because they don’t heed this principle, and this is why when you unite with this church you unite on my terms, not on yours.  Your baggage may be a detriment to my sheep!



Now on to Haggai 2:11-13:



Hag 2:11  "Thus says the LORD of hosts, 'Ask now the priests for a ruling:  (NAS)



Hag 2:12  If a man carries holy meat in the fold of his garment, and touches bread with this fold, or cooked food, wine, oil, or any other food, will it become holy?'" And the priests answered and said," No."  (NAS)



Hag 2:13  Then Haggai said, "If one who is unclean from a corpse touches any of these, will the latter become unclean?" And the priests answered and said, "It will become unclean."  (NAS)



D.	Haggai 2:11-13 explained in light of this passage:



Hag 2:11  "Thus says the LORD of hosts, 'Ask now the priests for a ruling:  (NAS)



Hag 2:12  If a man carries holy meat [ by application, this would have been the believing spouse ] in the fold of his garment, and touches [ the following items, bread, cooked food, wine, oil or any other food item are neutral items, not holy or unholy, and by application refer to the unbelieving spouse ] bread with this fold, or cooked food, wine, oil, or any other food, will it [ any of the neutral food items, and by application referring to the unbelieving spouse ] become holy [ sanctified, separated unto God ]?'" And the priests answered and said," No." [ by application, the unbelieving husband would not have become holy by contact with the believing wife ]  (NAS)



Principle:  Paul is teaching just the opposite of this in 1 Corinthians 7:13-15.  If left unstated, the Jewish Christians would have hauled out their baggage and taught the Gentile Christians the meaning of Haggai 2:11-13, and then recommended divorce in every situation when an unbeliever became a Christian, but the spouse did not become a Christian.  Under Paul’s teaching, the believing spouse DOES sanctify the unbelieving spouse who decides to remain married to his/her new Christian spouse!



Hag 2:13  Then Haggai said [ here’s the other side of the coin ], "If one who is unclean [ by application, the unbelieving husband ] from a corpse [ the cause of being unclean ] touches any of these [ by application , neutral items, neither clean, nor unclean ] will the latter [ the neutral items, and by application, the believing spouse ] become unclean [ unholy, defiled ]?" And the priests answered and said, "It [ the neutral items, and by application the believing spouse ] will become unclean [ unholy, defiled ]."  (NAS)



Principle:  Paul is teaching just the opposite of this in 1 Corinthians 7:13-15.  If left unstated, the Jewish Christians would have hauled out their baggage and taught the Gentile Christians the meaning of Haggai 2:11-13, and then recommended divorce in every situation when an unbeliever became a Christian, but the spouse did not become a Christian.  Under Paul’s teaching, the believing spouse DOES NOT sanctify the unbelieving spouse who decides to remain married to his/her new Christian spouse!



 2.	This verse answers this question:  “Now that I am saved, should I divorce my husband because he continues to be an unbeliever?”  Answer:  No! because God sees your marriage as sanctified (set apart) unto him because you are saved.



 3.	This verse also answers the question, “How does God see my marriage if my husband is an unbeliever and decides to remain married to me?”  Answer:  Sanctified (holy)! which means in His eyes, it is not defiled by the unbelieving spouse.



(Remember, in this marriage, we began with two unbelievers, one of whom became a Christian after marriage.  This does not address the issue of the believer who violates God’s plan and marries an unbeliever.  Policy for that situation will have to be found somewhere else.  Stop trying to rationalize!  You cannot justify a believer marrying an unbeliever with this verse!)



 4.	Now, let’s deal with the word “sanctified (pf.p.p.  a(giazw ):”



A.	It means “to set apart, to hallow, to sanctify.”



B.	A.T. Robertson:



1)	A.T.R. says Hodge interprets this verse to mean that the unbelieving husband is saved by the faith of the believing wife.



2)	A.T.R. says that this does not mean that the unbelieving husband is saved by the faith of the believing wife.



3)	A.T.R. says that this means that the marriage relation is sanctified so that there is no need of divorce.



In other words, the marriage is not defiled in the sight of God because the husband is an unbeliever, but rather, the marriage is holy in the sight of God because the wife is saved.



The key, here, is that the unbelieving husband wants to remain in the marriage.  (We will see later that the issue is peace.  If he did not want to remain, obviously there would be no peace, and peace in the home is the issue!)





7:15	Yet if the unbelieving one [ the unbelieving spouse, male or female ] leaves [ divorces ], let him [ the unbelieving spouse, male or female ] leave [ divorce ]; the brother [ believing male spouse ] or the sister [ believing female spouse ] is not under bondage [ the believing spouse, male or female, is free to remarry ] in such cases [ that is, the unbelieving spouse divorces his/her believing spouse ], but God [ God the Father, Author of the plan ] has called [ invited to enter into his plan ] us [ Church Age believers who are married ] to peace [ harmony between marriage partners ].



 1.	God does not invite the believer to initiate the divorce.



 2.	The unbeliever is permitted to initiate the divorce.



 3.	This seems to be the second authorization of Church Age divorce.  (See v. 11 for the first.)



 4.	This divorce is authorized by the permissive will of God, not the sovereign will of God.



 5.	If the Church Age unbeliever divorces the Church Age believer, the Church Age believer has the right to remarry.



 6.	God the Father is more desirous of peace between marriage partners than he is desirous of preservation of a marriage.



7:15  If an unbelieving spouse divorces a Christian spouse because the Christian spouse is practicing his/her Christian Way of Life, divorce is legal and the Christian is free to remarry.



7:16	For how do you [ a believing wife who married as an unbeliever, marrying an unbeliever, but as an unbelieving wife became a believer subsequent to marriage ] know, O wife [a believing wife who married as an unbeliever, marrying an unbeliever, but as an unbelieving wife became a believer subsequent to marriage ], whether you  [a believing wife who married as an unbeliever, marrying an unbeliever, but as an unbelieving wife became a believer subsequent to marriage ] will save [ be used of God to provide a witness, testimony, and lifestyle that may convince the unbelieving spouse to become a believer ] your [ a believing wife who married as an unbeliever, marrying an unbeliever, but as an unbelieving wife became a believer subsequent to marriage ] husband? [[ the following rhetorical question is the opposite of the rhetorical question just answered in this verse, the explanation being the same for the husband as it is for the wife ]] Or how do you know, O husband, whether you will save your wife?



 1.	7:16 takes us back to 7:12-13.  Read verses 12-13 followed immediately by verse 16.



 2.	7:16 contains 2 rhetorical questions, the answers to both being “I don’t know.”



 3.	7:16 provides motive for the believer to remain married to his/her unbelieving spouse who wants to remain in the marriage.



 4.	Husbands and/or wives do not save anyone.  Only God saves.



 5.	“whether you will save your husband/wife” indicates that maybe the witness, testimony, lifestyle of the believing spouse may convince the unbelieving spouse to become saved.





7:17-24 illustrate 7:12-16



 1.	There are two key phrases in 7:14-24:



A.	v. 20:  “Let each man remain in the condition . . .”

B.	v. 24:  “Let each man remain in the condition . . .”



 2.	Question:  WHY did Paul say “Let each man remain in the condition . . .”  Answer:  The answer is given in verses 7:26 and 7:29:



A.	“In view of this present distress”  (v. 26)

B.	“The time has been shortened”  (v. 29)



7:17	Only, as the Lord has assigned to each one, as God has called each, in this manner let him walk. And thus I direct in all the churches.



 1.	“assigned to each one” refers to the sovereign will of God as expressed in the divine decrees in eternity past

.

 2.	“as God has called” refers to the status of the believer at the moment of salvation.



 3.	“in this manner” refers to “as the Lord has assigned” and “as God has called.”



 4.	The principle is stated:  Don’t make any drastic changes the moment you get saved.



7:18	Was any man called already circumcised? Let him not become uncircumcised. Has anyone been called in uncircumcision? Let him not be circumcised.



 1.	The principle of verse 17 is now illustrated:



A.	If surgically circumcised, do not seek an operation to become uncircumcised.

B.	If not surgically circumcised, do not seek an operation to become circumcised.



7:19	Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing, but what matters is the keeping of the commandments of God.



 1.	You are no better off whether circumcised or uncircumcised.



 2.	“keeping the commandments” does not refer to the Mosaic Law.  “keeping the commandments” refers the commandments associated with the Christian way of life.





7:20	Let each man [ every Church Age believer ] remain [ continue; do not change ] in that condition [ status ] in which he [ the Church Age believer ] was called [ invited, and then accepted the invitation to become a Christian ].



 1.	Do not change your status just because you have become a Christian.



 2.	Obviously, Paul is talking about non-sinful status.





7:21	[[ the illustration is continued ]] Were you called [ did you become a Christian ] while a slave [ a literal slave ]? Do not worry about it [ being a Christian while simultaneously being a slave ]; but if you [ the Christian slave ] are able [ the opportunity presents itself; this does not imply a pursuit ] also to become free [ from slavery ], rather do that [ take advantage of the opportunity ].





7:22	For he who was called [ invited, and then became a Christian ] in the Lord [ Jesus Christ; refers to positional truth ] while a slave [ literal slave ], is the Lord's [ Jesus Christ’s ] freedman [ one who has been set free from the penalty of sin by Christ’s substitutionary death on the cross ]; likewise [ in the same manner as the slave ] he [ the Church Age believer ] who was called [ invited, and then became a Christian ] while free [ literally, not a slave ], is Christ's slave [ one who places himself under the authority of and obedience to Christ ].





7:23	You [ Church Age believers, whether slaves or freemen ] were bought [ purchased from the slave market of sin ] with a price [ the blood of Christ ]; do not become slaves [ one who places himself under the authority of and obedience to ] of men [ members of the human race ].





7:24	Brethren [ born again Church Age believers ], let each man  [ Church Age believer, male or female ] remain [ continue ] with God [ the Father, the Author of the plan ] in that condition [ status ] in which he [ the Church Age believer, male or female ] was called[ invited, and then became a Christian ].





7:25	Now [ shifting focus to a new subject ] concerning virgins [ both male and female ] I [ Paul ] have no command of [ from ] the Lord [ Jesus Christ ], but [ conjunction of contrast, contrasting the Paul’s opinion with a command from the Lord ] I [ Paul ] give an opinion [ consistent with the permissive will of God ] as [ in like manner of ] one [ Paul ] who [ Paul ] by the mercy [ grace in action toward the Apostle Paul ] of the Lord [ Jesus Christ ] is trustworthy [ one who can be believed ].



Paul’s Instructions Are Now Motivated by “This Present Distress”



7:26	I [ Paul ] think then that this [ Paul’s view that the Church Age believer who is a virgin should remain in the same status as when he/she was saved ] is good [ advantageous ] in view of the present distress [ the present historical conditions ], that it [ remaining in the same status as when saved ] is good [ advantageous ] for a man [ Church Age believer, male or female ] to remain [ continue ] as he [ Church Age believer, male or female ] is.



7:27	[[ Further illustration of the principle of remaining in the status in which you were found when you were saved ]] Are you [ Church Age believer ] bound [ married ] to a wife? Do not seek to be released [ divorced ]. Are you [ Church Age believer ] released [ divorced ] from a wife? Do not seek a wife [ refers to getting married ].



 1.	It is "the present distress" that motivates Paul's opinion here.



A.	If a Christian man is married, don’t seek divorce.

	If a Christian man is divorced, don’t seek remarriage.



 2.	The principle would be the same for a woman.



A.	If a Christian woman is married, don’t seek divorce.

B.	If a Christian woman is divorced, don’t seek remarriage.





7:28	But if [ 3cc ] you [ Church Age believer ] should marry [ from a divorced or widowed status and having been advise not to marry ], you [ Church Age believer ] have not sinned [ committed a personal sin ]; and if [ 3cc ] a virgin [ a female Church Age believer never previously married ] should marry, she [ a virgin Church Age believer ] has not sinned [ committed a personal sin ]. Yet such [ the divorcee, the widow, the virgin who decides to marry during “this present distress” ] will have trouble [ increased pressure ] in this life [ while physically alive ], and I [ Paul ] am trying to spare [ advise you so that you can avoid pressure in life ] you [ Church Age believer who marries during “this present distress” (v. 26) ].





Now, Paul’s Instructions Are Motivated by His Belief that “The Time Has Been Shortened”



7:29	But this [ the time has been shortened ] I [ Paul ] say, brethren [ born-again Church Age believers ], the time has been shortened [ there is much speculation about the meaning of this phrase, and any interpretation that specifies a particular interpretation is only speculation; however, this one thing can be concluded correctly:  whatever the intended meaning of this phrase, Paul was motivated by his opinion that there was not much time remaining for opportunity to serve the Lord, and for whatever its value, he was passing his opinion on to the Corinthian believers; generally speaking, Paul is saying that he is living in a period that is characterized by pressure, urgency, and immediacy ], so [ in view of the fact that time is short ] that from now on [ “from now on” means from this time forward ] those [ Church Age male believers ] who [ Church Age male believers ] have wives [ are married ] should be as though [ “should be as though” means “conduct yourself as though” ] they [ Church Age male believers ] had none [ no wife; not married ];



 1.	Married men are told to conduct their lives in service for the Lord as though they had no wife.



 2.	This statement does not promote license to sin.  It promotes freedom to serve.



 3.	Obviously, the romantic person, the infatuated person, and the Christian religious person will have trouble with Paul’s statement in this verse, but it should not be minimized or rationalized away.  It means exactly what it says.



 4.	Romance in marriage heightens marriage to a distraction to service for the Lord.  (deal with the meanings of romance)



 5.	Infatuation with a boyfriend, girlfriend, or spouse destroys the spiritual life.  (deal with the meaning of infatuation)



 6.	It appears as though, in our country, that our understanding of love and marriage comes more from literature, movies, T.V., religion and life than from the Bible.



 7.	Listen to such statements and then evaluate them:



A.	Statements involving a form of the word romance.



1)	They’re so romantic.

2)	Romance is such a wonderful thing.

3)	I wish my husband/wife were more romantic.

4)	Your husband/wife is so romantic.



B.	Statements involving a form of the word infatuation.



1)	They are infatuated with each other.

2)	My husband/wife is just infatuated with (spouse).



 8.	The meaning of several words:



A.	romance (noun):



1)	formerly, a long narrative in verse or prose, originally written in one of the Romance dialects, about the adventures of knights and other chivalric heroes.

2)	later, a fictitious tale of wonderful and extraordinary events, characterized by much imagination and idealization.

3)	a type of novel in which the emphasis is on love, adventure, etc.

4)	the type of literature comprising such stories.

5)	real happenings or adventures as exciting and unusual as those of such literature.

6)	the quality or characteristic of excitement, love, and adventure found in such literature.

7)	the tendency to derive great pleasure from romantic adventures.

8)	an exaggeration, or falsehood.

9)	a love affair.

10)	in music, a short, lyrical, usually sentimental piece, suggesting a love song.



romance (v.i.)



1)	to write or tell romances.

2)	to be fanciful or imaginative in thinking and talking.

3)	[Colloq.] to make love; court; woo.



romance (v.t.)



1)	[colloq.] to make love to; court.



B.	infatuate (comes from the Latin “infatuare” which means “to make a fool of”):



1)	to make foolish; to cause to lose sound judgment.

2)	to inspire with unreasoning passion or attraction.



C.	infatuated



1)	foolish; lacking sound judgment.

2)	completely carried away by unreasoning passion or attraction.



D.	infatuation:



1)	the fact or state of being infatuated.

2)	unreasoning passion or attraction.





Further Illustrations of “the shortening of time”



7:30	and those who weep, as though they did not weep; and those who rejoice, as though they did not rejoice; and those who buy, as though they did not possess;



7:31	and those who use the world, as though they did not make full use of it; for the form of this world is passing away.



 1.	Four more things necessary, inevitable, and common to men of this world:  sorrow, joy, commerce, and the world in its entirety.



 2.	In view of “the shortening of time” and “this present distress” Paul indicates that these proper things, including marriage, should be treated as secondary, non-existent.



 3.	Interpretation of this last statement:  If any of these five things interfere with our relationship with the Lord, or our relationship with the Holy Spirit, they should be treated as secondary, non-existent.



 4.	With a Christian’s commitment to the Lord in view, Paul does not forbid the use of the five things; he forbids the abuse of these five things, and abuse occurs when commitment to Christ becomes secondary to any of the five listed things.



 5.	“for the form of this world is passing away” indicates that human history as we know it will be terminated after the Great White Throne Judgment, so don’t try to hang-on-to or become enamored by or attached to something that is transient.



Another Key Phrase:  “I Want You to Be Free from Concern” (v. 32)



 1.	Key phrases in chapter 7:



“in view of this present distress” - (7:26)

“I am trying to spare you” - (7:28)

“the time has been shortened” - (7:29)

“I want you to be free from concern” - (7:32)



7:32	 But I want you [ male and female believers ] to be free from concern. One [ in this verse the focus is on the male believer ] who is unmarried is concerned about the things of the Lord, how he [ the man ] may please the Lord;





7:33	but one [ male believer ] who is married is concerned about the things of the world, how he may please his wife,



7:33 The married man is focused on his wife.  (This man should be living as though he had none ( v. 29).





7:34	and his interests are divided. And the woman who is unmarried, and the virgin, is concerned about the things of the Lord, that she may be holy both in body and spirit; but one who is married is concerned about the things of the world, how she may please her husband.



(Verse 34 is terribly mistranslated.  Corrected translation:  “And divided are also the wife and the virgin.  The unmarried [ the virgin ] is concerned about the things of the Lord, that she may be holy in body and spirit; but the one who is married is concerned about the things of the world, how she should please her husband.”





What Do We Glean from the Three Previous Verses?



 1.	Paul wants the Corinthians to be free from concern because of the “present distress” and “the time being shortened.”



 2.	The two key conditions prevalent conditions about which Paul is writing, the two following ideas would have been true:



A.	Unmarried men are free to serve the Lord.  (v. 32)

B.	Married men have additional interests and concerns.  (v. 33)

C.	Unmarried women are free to serve the Lord.  (v. 34)

D.	Married women have additional interests and concerns.  (v. 34)



 3.	Note that in vv. 33-34 that “pleasing your husband” and “pleasing your wife” are referred to as “things of this world.”





7:35	And this I say for your own benefit [ the content of vv. 32-34 ]; not to put a restraint upon you, but to promote what is seemly, and to secure undistracted devotion to the Lord.



 1.	Paul states the purposes of this teaching:



A.	for your own benefit

B.	not to put restraint on you

C.	to promote what is seemly

D.	to secure undistracted attention on the Lord.



 2.	This implies that marriage is not always "touchy-touchy," "feely-feely."



 3.	There is not one statement in this chapter that indicates that anything about marriage is romantic.



 4.	TO PROMOTE WHAT IS SEEMLY, AND TO SECURE UNDISTRACTED DEVOTION TO THE LORD:  (This seems to be the key phrase in all of this chapter.)



Principle:  Marriage is a distraction to service for the Lord.  (Paul so states this principle at the end of v. 35.)





Verses 36-38 Must Be Studied Together as a Whole



7:36	But if any man thinks that he is acting unbecomingly toward his virgin daughter, if she should be of full age, and if it must be so, let him do what he wishes, he does not sin; let her marry.



7:37	But he who stands firm in his heart, being under no constraint, but has authority over his own will, and has decided this in his own heart, to keep his own virgin daughter, he will do well.



7:38	So then both he who gives his own virgin daughter in marriage does well, and he who does not give her in marriage will do better.





36   Ei)  de/   tij     a)sxhmonei=n    e)pi\  th\n  parqe/non  au)tou=  nomi/zei 

       If    but   anyone    behaves unseemly      to      the       virgin            his         thinks



e)a\n $)= u(pe/rakmoj, kai\ ou(/twj o)fei/lei gi/nesqai, o(\ qe/lei poiei/tw: ou)x 

if     he be  



a(marta/nei: gamei/twsan.  (Berry’s Interlinear)



 1.	There is a definite disagreement among translators concerning the translation of these verses, and obviously, if there is a translation problem, an interpretation problem will result.



 2.	Listen to thirteen different English translations of the first part of 1 Cor. 7:36 and ask yourself the following question:  “Who is doing what to whom?”  and then read vv. 36-38 from all thirteen translations and ask yourself, “Who is doing what to whom?” or “Who is supposed to do what to whom?”  (This would sure make for an interesting Sunday in traditional Sunday School Class.  Pastor Carlito Dadula understood this issue when he once told an interim Pastor who had sought his counsel, “Your church doesn’t need to call a Pastor; they need to call the police!)



Listen to the first part of verse 36:



36   Ei) de/ tij a)sxhmonei=n e)pi\ th\n parqe/non au)tou= nomi/zei 

36	But if any man thinks that he is acting unbecomingly toward his virgin daughter,  (NAS)

36	A man might think that he is doing the right thing with his virgin daughter*   (The NT English Version for the Deaf)



Note:  Here, the focus is on a father and his virgin daughter.



36	But if anyone feels he ought to marry because he has trouble controlling his passions,  (TLB)

36	But if anyone thinks [he] behaves unseemly to his virginity,  (Berry’s Interlinear)

36	But if anyone feels he ought to marry because he has trouble controlling his passions, (Children’s Living Bible Paraphrased)



Note:  Here, the focus is on a single adult male acting dishonorably toward himself.



36	If anyone thinks he is acting improperly toward the virgin he is engaged to,  (NIV)

36	If any one thinks that he is not behaving properly toward his betrothed,  (RSV)

36	But if any man feels he is not behaving honorably toward the woman he loves, (J.B.Phillips)

36	* (another possible translation) A person might think that he is not doing the right thing with his virgin (the girl he is engaged to)  (The NT English Version for the Deaf)

36	But if anyone feels he ought to marry because he is being unfair to the one he loves, (Living Letters)



Note:  Here, the focus is on a single male adult acting dishonorably toward his girlfriend.



36	But if a man has a partner in celibacy and feels he is not behaving toward her properly,  (NEB)

36	In the case of an engaged couple who have decided not to marry:  if the man feels he is acting improperly toward the girl,  (Good News for Modern Man)



Note:  Here, the focus is two people living together.  (See Kittel, Vol. 5, p. 836)



36	But if any man think that he behaveth himself uncomely toward his virgin, (KJV)



Note:  Here, the focus is not clear.  When you understand the possible translations, any one of several interpretations becomes possible.



 3.	As your Pastor, I am going to take the position that Paul is instructing a father regarding his virgin daughter.  I give the following reasons for my position:



A.	Grammatically:  The NAS renders an acceptable translation from the Greek.



B.	Isagogically:  A.T. Robertson reminds us that Roman and Greek fathers had control over their daughter’s wedding arrangements during Paul’s time (Word Pictures of the New Testament, Vol. 4, “Epistles of Paul,” p. 135).



Euripides:  A Greek playwright in the 5th Century B.C.

Andromache ( Andromaxh ):  One of at least 88 dramas written by Euripides.

Hermione:  A maiden character in Andromache, eligible for marriage



Quoting Hermione from the play:  “My marriage is my father’s care; it is not for me to decide about that.”



C.	The problems created by interpreting it otherwise make it difficult for me to accept any other interpretation.  (The issue is not which translation doesn’t present ANY problems regarding interpretation.  The issue is which translation presents the least amount of problems with which you can live.)



D.	I will follow the NAS translation as my text for interpreting 1 Corinthians 7:36-38.





7:36	But if [ 1cc ] any man [ Christian father ] thinks that he [ the Christian father ] is acting unbecomingly [ withholding marriage when there is evidence that his daughter and her boyfriend do not have the capacity to abstain from pre-marital sex ] toward his [ the Christian father ] virgin daughter, if she should be of full age [ having gone through puberty; the capacity to sexually reproduce ], and if it must be so [ that is, that marriage should take place ], let him [ the father of the virgin whose responsibility it was to make wedding arrangements ] do what he [ the father of the virgin daughter ] wishes [ that is, allow her to marry ], he [ the father of the virgin daughter ] does not sin [ because he allows her to marry under “the present distress” and with “time shortened” ]; let her [ he virgin daughter ] marry.





7:37	But he who stands firm [ does not think he is withholding marriage to the detriment of his daughter ] in his heart [ the right lobe of the mentality ], being under no constraint [ there is no compelling reason to make arrangements for his virgin daughter to get married ], but has authority over his [ the Christian father with the virgin daughter ] own will [ volition ], and has decided this in his [ the Christian father with the virgin daughter ] own heart [ right lobe of the mentality where one’s thinking is done ], to keep [ make a decision for her to remain an unmarried virgin ] his [ the Christian father with the virgin daughter ] own virgin daughter, he [ the Christian father with the virgin daughter ] will do well [ his decision to keep his daughter single is a good decision ].





7:38	So then [ in view of the two possibilities ] both he [ the Christian father with the virgin daughter ] who gives [ gives permission for his virgin daughter to marry ] his [ the Christian father with the virgin daughter ] own virgin daughter in marriage does well, and he [ the Christian father with the virgin daughter ] who does not give [ “does not give” permission for his virgin daughter to marry ] her [ the virgin daughter ] in marriage will do better.



 1.	The issue of “does well” and “does better.”



A.	The celibate is not holier than the married person.

B.	The celibate simply has greater liberty in service for the Lord.

C.	This is in view of the “present distress” (v. 26) and the “time shortened” (v. 29).





7:39	A wife is bound as long as her husband lives; but if her husband is dead, she is free to be married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord.



 1.	“A wife is bound as long as her husband lives”



A.	This means that a wife is not supposed to divorce her husband.

B.	Paul makes this same statement in Romans 7:2.



 2.	“but if her husband is dead” - this makes her a widow.



 3.	The widow is free to marry again.



 4.	“in the Lord” means that her new husband must be a believer, a born-again Christian.



 5.	The widow is not free to marry an unbeliever.





7:40	But in my opinion [ Paul’s opinion, but an opinion inspired by God ] she [ the widow ] is happier if she [ the widow ] remains [ continues unmarried ] as she [ the widow ] is [ the status quo of being unmarried because her husband is deceased ]; and I [ Paul ] think that I [ Paul ] also have the Spirit of God [ “to have the Spirit of God” on a matter means “to understand the leadership of the Holy Spirit on a matter” ].  (NAS)





�EPHESIANS 5:22-33

(KJV, NAS, NIV, RSV, TLB)



Eph. 5:22  Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord.



Commentary Using (KJV, NAS, NIV, RSV. TLB)



22	Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord.

22	Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord.

22	Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord.

22	Wives, be subject to your husbands, as to the Lord.

22	You wives must submit to your husbands' leadership in the same way you submit to the Lord.



 1.	The word translated “submit” or “subject” in each of the above verses is the Greek verb  u(potassw  which means “submit,” “subject” and refers to rendering obedience to the husband.



(Husbands, it is important for us to understand that the context in which this statement is made is clear that the husband has first “submitted,” “subjected” himself to Jesus Christ.)



Principle:  If the husband is not submitted to Christ, the wife is under no obligation to be submitted to the husband.



 2.	Wives are to submit or subject themselves to their “own” (  idioj  ) husbands meaning their “private, peculiar, unique possession” husband.



The point is that a wife is to submit to her own husband, not the husband of another woman.



 3.	“as to the Lord” doesn’t say that the husband IS the Lord, but the wife is to regard her obedience to her husband as if her obedience were obedience rendered unto Christ.



 4.	Questions that are always raised at this point:  1) What if the husband is submitted to Christ, but the wife won’t submit to the husband?  2) If the husband is not submitted to Christ, does the wife have to submit to the husband?  3) Does this verse apply to husbands and wives who are both unbelievers?  4) What if the husband and wife marry as unbelievers and one of them becomes a Christian.  How does this verse then apply?



 5.	Regarding a wife submitting to her husband:



A.	This verse implies a spiritual husband and a spiritual wife.



B.	By virtue of the implication in  this verse, if the husband is not submitted to the Lord, the wife is not required to submit to her husband--the deal is off.



C.	The wife’s submission is always meant to be voluntary--never coerced, badgered, intimidated, pressured, etc.



 6.	What if the husband is submitted to the Lord, but the wife will not submit to her husband?



A.	He must not force her to submit.



B.	He will have problems in life if she does not submit.



C.	He must not allow her lack of submission to distract or disorient him from his own commitment to the Lord.



D.	She has some options:



1)	Submit to her husband.

2)	Respectfully allow him to practice his yielded life.

3)	Divorce her husband under the principles found in 1 Corinthians 7:10-11, 15.



10	But to the married I give instructions, not I, but the Lord, that the wife should not leave her husband.  (NAS)

11	(but if she does leave, let her remain unmarried, or else be reconciled to her husband), and that the husband should not send his wife away.  (NAS)

15	Yet if the unbelieving one leaves, let him leave; the brother or the sister is not under bondage in such cases, but God has called us to peace.  (NAS)



 7.	That the spiritual wife is to submit to her spiritual husband makes the marriage relationship between two spiritual Christians . . .



A.	100% - 0% in favor of the husband’s authority.



B.	A husband dominated marriage.



 8.	Only spiritual Christians are willing and able to understand, believe, and practice these principles.



Eph. 5:23	For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the Savior of the body.



23	For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body.

23	For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the body.

23	For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior.

23	For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior.

23	For a husband is in charge of his wife in the same way Christ is in charge of his body the Church. (He gave his very life to take care of it and be its Savior!)



 1.	This verse declares the relationship between the husband and the wife.



 2.	The relationship stated:



A.	As Christ is the Head of the Church.

B.	The Christian husband is the head of the wife (declared so by God).



Eph. 5:24	Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in every thing.



24	Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in every thing.

24	But as the church is subject to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their husbands in everything.

24	Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything.

24	As the church is subject to Christ, so let wives also be subject in everything to their husbands.

24	So you wives must willingly obey your husbands in everything, just as the Church obeys Christ.



 1.	The word “therefore” should be rendered “but” with the following intended meaning:



A.	In verse 23, Christ is said to be the Saviour of the Body, “BUT” (v. 24)



B.	His Saviourhood, which the husband does not possess, does not change the fact that the husband is still the Head of the wife.



 2	Conclusion based on the relationship stated in verse 23:



A.	As the Church is subject to Christ,

B.	The wife is to be subject to her own husband.



 3.	The extent of the wife’s submission:  “in everything,” that is, in everything related to the marriage relationship.



 4.	Here, again, comes the “what ifs . . ., that is, what if my husband . . .?



Answer:  It is my considered opinion that most of the “what ifs” are the result of the fact that the husband has removed himself from submission to Christ, therefore, the wife is not responsible to be in submission to her husband “in everything.”



 4.	The wife does not have the right to rebel against her husband “in everything” if he is not in submission to Christ.  It seems as though it would be to her benefit “in the Lord” to submit in every possible way.



Eph. 5:25	Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it;



25	Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it;

25	Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her;

25	Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her

25	Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her,

25	And you husbands, show the same kind of love to your wives as Christ showed to the Church when he died for her,



 1.	Husbands are to  agaph  love their wives.



 2.	Christ’s love for the Church is the husbands example of his love for his wife.



 3.	The extent of the husbands love:  self-sacrificing for the well-being of his wife.  (Christ is the model.)



Eph. 5:26	That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word,



This verse has no application to marriage, except that it continues the description of Christ, begun in the previous verse, Who happens to be the Christian husband’s model.



Eph. 5:27	That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.



This verse has no application to marriage, except that it continues the description of Christ, begun in the previous verse, Who happens to be the Christian husband’s model.



27	That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.

27	that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she should be holy and blameless.

27	and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless.

27	that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish.

27	so that he could give her to himself as a glorious Church without a single spot or wrinkle or any other blemish, being holy and without a single fault.





Eph. 5:28	So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself.



28	So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself.

28	So husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own bodies. He who loves his own wife loves himself;

28	In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself.

28	Even so husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself.

28	That is how husbands should treat their wives, loving them as parts of themselves. For since a man and his wife are now one, a man is really doing himself a favor and loving himself when he loves his wife!



 1.	I do not believe this verse is being addressed to unbelievers, while the previous verses are supposed to be being addressed to believers.



 2.	The intended meaning of this verse:



A.	Christ and the husband are both said to be the HEAD (v. 23).



Christ the Head of the Church.

The husband the Head of the wife.



B.	In a spiritual sense, as the Church is the BODY of Christ, so in that same spiritual sense, the wife is the BODY of the husband.



1)	Christ, as Head, has a Body, the Church.

2)	The husband, as head, has a body, the wife.



 3.	“to love your wife as your own body” does not mean that husbands so naturally love their own physical bodies, therefore they should love their wives with the same love that they have for their own physical bodies.



 4.	This verse does mean that the husband, as head, is to love the wife as being his body, just as Christ, Who is Head, loves the Church which is His Body.



 5.	He that loveth his own wife loveth himself.”  The relation of the head (husband) with his body (wife) means that the wife is part of the husband’s self.  To love his wife is to love himself.  This implies that a husband’s love for his wife is natural--and not a sense of duty.





Eph. 5:29	For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church:



29	For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church:

29	for no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ also does the church,

29	After all, no one ever hated his own body, but he feeds and cares for it, just as Christ does the church--

29	For no man ever hates his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, as Christ does the church,

29	No one hates his own body but lovingly cares for it, just as Christ cares for his body the Church, of which we are parts.



 1.	If man is to love his wife as his own body, verse 29 discloses man’s normal attitude toward his own body.



 2.	This verse addresses the following objection to verse 28:  What if a man hates his own body?



Eph 5:30  For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones.  (KJV)



30	For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones.

30	because we are members of His body.

30	for we are members of his body.

30	because we are members of his body.

30	XXXX



Eph. 5:31	For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh.  (KJV)



31	For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh.

31	For this cause a man shall leave his father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and the two shall become one flesh.

31	"For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh."

31	"For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh."

31	(That the husband and wife are one body is proved by the Scripture, which says, "A man must leave his father and mother when he marries so that he can be perfectly joined to his wife, and the two shall be one.")



 1.	Amazing!  Verse 31 presents the Scriptural basis for marriage.



 2.	Scriptural basis for marriage:  It is the natural result of woman’s creation.



 3.	The marriage relationship is stronger than that between parent and child.



 4.	The intimacy of marriage is called “oneness,” that is, unity, not union.



A.	unity:  oneness; illustration:  dye added to water.

B.	union:  united; illustration:  oil added to water.



Eph. 5:32	This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church.  (KJV)



32	This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church.

32	This mystery is great; but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the church.

32	This is a profound mystery-- but I am talking about Christ and the church.

32	This mystery is a profound one, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church;

32	I know this is hard to understand, but it is an illustration of the way we are parts of the body of Christ.



 1.	One of life’s most imposing questions is answered here, ranking right up there with such questions as, “Why sin?”  “Why suffering?”  “Why man?”



The question:  “Why marriage?”  (What is its purpose?)



Answer:  Marriage symbolizes the oneness between Christ and the Church.



 2.	The fact that this unity between husband and wife symbolizes the unity between Christ and the Church is called a “mystery.”



 3.	A “mystery” in the Bible is a truth heretofore never disclosed.



 4.	While marriage was decreed by God in eternity past, and came into existence in the Garden of Eden, its fullest purpose was not disclosed until disclosed by the Apostle Paul in this verse.



 5.	Marriage is natural because God ordained it to be natural.



 6.	Having ordained marriage, God created woman in such a manner that marriage is natural between man and woman.



 7.	Please give thought to this. The desire to be married is by divine design and is inherent in the human being.



 8.	As a child might ask the question, “Mama, why do birds fly?” he might ask the question, “Why do people get married?”  Answer to both:  Because God made it that way!



Eph. 5:33 Nevertheless let every one of you in particular so love his wife even as himself; and the wife see that she reverence her husband.



33	Nevertheless let every one of you in particular so love his wife even as himself; and the wife see that she reverence her husband.

33	Nevertheless let each individual among you also love his own wife even as himself; and let the wife see to it that she respect her husband.

33	However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband.

33	however, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband.

33	So again I say, a man must love his wife as a part of himself; and the wife must see to it that she deeply respects her husband-- obeying, praising, and honoring him.



 1.	“nevertheless” or “howbeit” which means that although Paul has just given us a very important piece of information, we shouldn’t be distracted by that important piece of information, and we need to get back to the subject, the marriage relationship.



 2.	Every Christian man is commanded to agaph love his wife.



A.  A grace application of this verse demands that we understand this to mean “your present wife.”



B.  For those who have married more than one time, this verse addresses two issues:



1)  The way it should have been.

2)  The way it needs to be now.



 3.	Every Christian wife is commanded to reverence her husband.



 4.	For a Christian wife to reverence her husband is “to regard him with great respect, affection, honor, deference.”



 5.	Obviously, this implies that the husband is standing in a position of  paristhmi, that is, in a position of having placed himself at the disposal of God the Holy Spirit.



6.	Keep this verse in mind when we get to 1 Peter 3:2.





�COLOSSIANS 3:18-19 (KJV)



Col. 3:18	Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as it is fit in the Lord.



 1.	See Ephesians 5:22 for an explanation of this verse.  Colossians 3:18 virtually says the same thing as Ephesians 5:22.



Eph. 5:22  Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord.



Col. 3:19	Husbands, love your wives, and be not bitter against them.  (KJV)



 1.	“Husbands, love your wives.”  Again, this is agaph love, the nature of which will cause the husband to sacrifice himself and his wishes in the interest of the well being of his wife.



 2.	Paul adds another command:  “be not bitter” [against them].



 3.	“be not bitter” is a present middle imperative of prohibition which means to stop an action already in progress, that is, “do not have the habit of being bitter.”



 4.	Bitterness is not something with which you enter marriage, but something that can build in the marriage.



Young man, you only think you know your girlfriend and/or wife to be.  You only think you know her when you’re dating, but it’s amazing the number of things you find out about her after you become married.  It’s these things that lead to bitterness, and it’s these things that must be handled by the husband, lest bitterness destroy the marriage.



And often times the things that cause bitterness are simply the natural God-created differences between men and women that most men don’t understand, and quite frankly don’t want to understand because it will demand a change in the husband’s attitude toward his wife.  Some examples that note the differences between men and women:  1) You love to channel surf through the TV channels--she hates it; 2) You can’t figure out why she hates New Year’s Day and you love it until you remember there are seven Bowl Games on TV on that day; 3) You want to watch Rambo 1, 2, 3 in succession, but she wants to watch “Gone With The Wind” for the fourteenth time; 4) Are the two of you faced with a problem?  You want to solve it, and she wants to talk about it; 5) Come home from work.  She wants to talk, and you want to rest; 6)  Family car broken down?  and you can’t figure why she won’t drive your “new” one--your new 1976 Zapota,  with only “4000” miles showing on the speedometer (it’s already turned over three times brother).



Now, let’s add it all up.  She hates channel surfing.  She hates New Year’s Day, and Super Bowl Sunday. She doesn’t hate Rambo 3; she hates Rambo 1, 2, and 3. You want to solve problems; she wants to talk about them. You want to rest; she wants to talk. You drive a 76 “Zapota”, and in 1995, she wants a 1998 Cadillac with a million mile guarantee.  IT’S NO WONDER YOU’RE BITTER.  Had you known all this while you were dating her, you’d have never married her!  Of all the women in the world, you had to pick her!



WAKE UP MEN!  I didn’t just describe your wife.  I just described WOMEN! And until we as men learn this, we are destined to bitterness in marriage.



The Bible says, “Husbands, love your wives, and be not bitter against them.  (KJV)





�TITUS 1:6 (KJV)



Scripture



Titus 1:6



6	If any be blameless, the husband of one wife, having faithful children not accused of riot or unruly.  (KJV)



Commentary



This passage relates to Church Age Pastor-Teachers, not Church Age husbands in general.



This passage cannot be used to teach monogamy as a general principle of Christian marriage since the focus is on Pastor’s, not Christian husbands in general.





�1 TIMOTHY 3:2 (KJV)



Scripture



1 Timothy 3:2



2	A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good behaviour, given to hospitality, apt to teach;  (KJV)



Commentary



Again, this passage relates to Christian Pastor-Teachers, not Christian husbands in general.



There is no general application that can be made to Christian husbands from this passage.







�1 TIMOTHY 3:11-12 (KJV)



Scripture



1 Tim 3:11-12



11	Even so must their wives be grave, not slanderers, sober, faithful in all things.



Commentary



This passage relates to deacons, not Christian husbands in general.



No general application should be made to Christian husbands from this passage.



Scripture



12	Let the deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling their children and their own houses well.  (KJV)



Commentary



This passage also relates to deacons, not Christian husbands in general.



No general application should be made to Christian husbands from this passage.







�1 TIMOTHY 5:9-16 (KJV)





Scripture



1 Timothy 5:9-16



9	Let not a widow be taken into the number under threescore years old, having been the wife of one man,



10	Well reported of for good works; if she have brought up children, if she have lodged strangers, if she have washed the saints' feet, if she have relieved the afflicted, if she have diligently followed every good work.



11	But the younger widows refuse: for when they have begun to wax wanton against Christ, they will marry;



12	Having damnation, because they have cast off their first faith.



13	And withal they learn to be idle, wandering about from house to house; and not only idle, but tattlers also and busybodies, speaking things which they ought not.



14	I will therefore that the younger women marry, bear children, guide the house, give none occasion to the adversary to speak reproachfully.



15	For some are already turned aside after Satan.



16	If any man or woman that believeth have widows, let them relieve them, and let not the church be charged; that it may relieve them that are widows indeed.  (KJV)



Commentary



This whole passage relates to widows, not Christian wives in general, therefore, application should be made to widows only, not Christian wives in general.





�1 PETER 3:1-7 (KJV)



3:1	Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands; that, if any obey not the word, they also may without the word be won by the conversation of the wives;  



1 Peter 3:1-7  (KJV, NAS, NIV, RSV, TLB)



1	Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands; that, if any obey not the word, they also may without the word be won by the conversation of the wives;  (KJV)

1	In the same way, you wives, be submissive to your own husbands so that even if any of them are disobedient to the word, they may be won without a word by the behavior of their wives,  (NAS)

1	Wives, in the same way be submissive to your husbands so that, if any of them do not believe the word, they may be won over without words by the behavior of their wives,  (NIV)

1	Likewise you wives, be submissive to your husbands, so that some, though they do not obey the word, may be won without a word by the behavior of their wives,  (RSV)

1	Wives, fit in with your husbands' plans; for then if they refuse to listen when you talk to them about the Lord, they will be won by your respectful, pure behavior. Your godly lives will speak to them better than any words.  (TLB)



 1.	Again, God is not addressing members of the human race.  This is God’s instructions to born-again Church Age believers.  It is implied that the believers to whom Peter is writing both understand and are living a life yielded to the Holy Spirit.



 2.	Peter’s instructions to the Christian wife are the same as Paul’s instructions in Ephesians and Colossians:



Eph 5:22	Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord.  (KJV)

Col 3:18	Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as it is fit in the Lord.  (KJV)



 3.	However, Peter adds the reason why the Christian wife should be in subjection to her own husband.



 4.	Reason:  “That if any obey not the word, they also may without the word be won by the conversation of the wife.”  The Living Bible says it this way:  “. . . for then if they [ husbands ] refuse to listen when you talk to them about the Lord, they [ the husbands ] will be won by your respectful, pure behavior. Your godly lives will speak to them [ the husbands ] better than any words.”  (TLB)



 5.	The word “likewise” is an adverb, closely connected to the verb u(potassw (to submit), as in 1 Peter 2:18, that is, as slaves submit themselves to their masters, Christian wives are to submit themselves to their unbelieving husbands.



1 Peter 2:18	Slaves, submit yourselves to your masters with all respect, not only to those who are good and considerate, but also to those who are harsh.  (NIV)



The Difficulty with This Verse



(I am not comfortable with my specific understanding of this verse for the following reasons:  1) I do not know the spiritual status of this husband, therefore I do not know the meaning of the following phrases:  1) “if any obey not the word;” 2) “they may without the word;: and 3) “be won.”



 1.	What is the spiritual status of the husband in this verse?



A.	an unbeliever who needs to be won to faith in Christ?

B.	a babe in Christ who needs to be won to Christian maturity?

C.	a reversionistic believer who needs to be won to repentance?



 2.	This verse does not make clear the spiritual status of the husband.



 3.	A specific interpretation of this verse is possible only if the spiritual status of the husband can be determined.



Resuming the Exposition of This Verse From Previous Page Above



 6.	The popular view of this verse indicates that this husband is an unbeliever: (but this is my interpretation using the popular view)



A.	This is a Christian woman married to an unbelieving husband.



1)	This does not authorized a saved woman to marry an unsaved man.



2)	Here, both were unsaved when they became married, and then the wife became saved after she became married.  (This is the issue that Paul addressed in 1 Corinthians 7:13-15):



13	And the woman which hath an husband that believeth not, and if he be pleased to dwell with her, let her not leave him.

14	For the unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the husband: else were your children unclean; but now are they holy.

15	But if the unbelieving depart, let him depart. A brother or a sister is not under bondage in such cases: but God hath called us to peace.  (KJV)



3)	Here, the unsaved husband has agreed to allow his saved wife to practice all aspects of her Christian life, including public assembly for worship.  (This is so important to our understanding.  He remains her husband by his choice, knowing that she is going to practice her Christian lifestyle, and there is nothing he can legitimately do about it.  In this matter, the wife is in control, and the only way a husband controls the way his wife worships is if she ignorantly or foolishly surrenders her God given right to practice her Christian life the way she chooses.)



4)	A husband’s salvation during the angelic conflict is the motivation behind the yielded Christian wife’s willingness to be obedient to her lost husband; however, remember that her obedience to her lost husband need never violate her obedience to Christ.



 7.	The word “if” is a first class condition and means, “if any obey not the word, and it’s true, they are not obeying the word.”



 8.	Here, “the word” is not the Word of God, in general, but the words spoken by the wife to her unbelieving husband when she speaks to him about salvation by grace through faith.



 9.	The word “conversation” means “behavior,” and refers to Christian behavior.



Principle:  If the Christian wife cannot win her unbelieving husband to Christ with words, she might win him by her Christian lifestyle, which includes obedience to her unbelieving husband.



Remember, the obedience of a Christian wife to her unbelieving husband is never intended to violate her primary obedience to Christ and His Word.  She has the right to draw the line when her unbelieving husband’s desires, wishes, demands, would cause her to violate her primary obedience to Christ and His Word.



10.	Obviously, this places the unbelieving husband at the mercy of the Christian wife, and if she is a “flaky” Christian, it is very possible that sooner or later she will lose her husband in divorce.  (“flaky” Christians are always religious, and not spiritual.)



11.	This freedom does not permit a Christian woman to badger her unbelieving husband to become saved.  Remember, it’s her behavior that MAY win him after talking has failed.



12.	The word “may” in this verse indicates that an unbelieving husband’s salvation is never guaranteed.  Remember, his volition is involved, and God never violates anyone’s volition.



13.	Principle:  A Christian wife who is yielded to the Holy Spirit has not failed God if her unbelieving husband divorces her, and he later dies without ever having become saved.



14.	While it is not directly stated in this passage, or any other passage, if a Christian wife is spiritual and her Christian husband is reversionistically carnal, by induction, I believe that everything that is true of the Christian wife’s relationship with her unbelieving husband is equally true of her relationship with reversionistically carnal husband.



3:2	While they behold your chaste conversation coupled with fear.  (KJV)



2	While they behold your chaste conversation coupled with fear.  (KJV)

2	as they observe your chaste and respectful behavior.  (NAS)

2	when they see the purity and reverence of your lives.  (NIV)

2	when they see your reverent and chaste behavior.  (RSV)

2	Your godly lives will speak to them better than any words.  (TLB)



 1.	The meaning of certain words in this verse:



A.	“chaste” means “pure.”

B.	“conversation” means “behavior, lifestyle.”

C.	“fear” means “reverence.”



 2.	The word “While” (KJV) is translated “as” in the (NAS), and “when” in the (NIV) (RSV).



A.	The word “while” is a “time” word that focuses attention on a “period of time.”



B.	During this period of time, two things happen:



1)	A unbelieving husband “observes” the way his wife lives her life.

2)	The spiritual wife’s life manifests “purity and reverence.”





a.	“purity” of life toward God.

b.	“reverence” of life for God.



C.	Note the following two ideas behind:



1)	1 Corinthians 7:13 implies that this wife is free to worship as a spiritual woman ought.

2)	1 Corinthians 7:15 implies that the unbelieving husband is free to divorce his spiritual wife if he can’t stand her spiritual Christian lifestyle.



D.	This verse, 1 Peter 3:2, implies that the husband is at least open-minded enough to be persuaded toward Christ by his Christian wife’s behavior.



E.	To make a case for this wife’s purity being toward her unbelieving husband and not God, and her reverence being for her unbelieving husband and not God, the following must be taken into consideration:



1)	Her purity toward God implies purity toward her husband.  (A wife cannot be pure toward God and impure toward her husband.  Purity toward God implies purity toward all.)



2)	A wife’s reverence for her husband, as per Ephesians 5:33, is reverence of a spiritual wife for a spiritual husband, not a spiritual wife for an unbelieving or reversionistic husband.  (It is inconsistent for a spiritual wife to revere an unbelieving or reversionistic husband.)



 3.	Listen to “The Living Bible” on this verse:  “Your [ spiritual wives] godly lives will speak to them [ unbelieving or reversionistic husbands ] better than any words.  (TLB)



Principle:  Christian wives don’t win their unbelieving or reversionistic husbands to the Lord by nagging them about their waywardness.  (It’s not what the Christian wife says that makes the difference, but the way she lives that makes the difference, and when the spiritual life is not being taught, the Christian wife is at a distinct disadvantage if her husband is an unbeliever or a reversionistic believer, because she does not have the knowledge she needs to implement a spiritual life that will convince her husband to believe in Christ.)



3:3	Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel;



3	Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel;  (KJV)

3	And let not your adornment be merely external-- braiding the hair, and wearing gold jewelry, or putting on dresses;  (NAS)

3	Your beauty should not come from outward adornment, such as braided hair and the wearing of gold jewelry and fine clothes.  (NIV)

3	Let not yours be the outward adorning with braiding of hair, decoration of gold, and wearing of fine clothing,  (RSV)

3	Don't be concerned about the outward beauty that depends on jewelry, or beautiful clothes, or hair arrangement.  (TLB)



 1.	“Whose” refers to the Christian wife who is a spiritual woman, not a religious woman.



 2.	“adorning” ( Greek kosmoj from the verb kosmew ):  here, the word is used in the sense of “putting something in order,” “decorating,” “embellishing.”



 3.	“outward adorning” is said to consist of plaiting the hair, wearing of gold, and putting on of apparel.



A.	“not plaiting of hair”:  refers to not braiding the hair.



B.	“not wearing of gold”:  ornaments of gold were worn around the hair as a hair net, and around the fingers, arms and ankles.



C.	“not putting on of apparel”:  This sounds as though Peter is forbidding women to wear clothes.



The point of all this:  Peter does not forbid women to wear clothes or jewelry.  Peter’s desire for Christian women is for their adornment to be MORE than outward display of fine things, i.e., clothes, jewelry, etc.



 4.	I think a combination of the NAS & NIV say it the best.  The NIV is underlined and the NAS is not underlined:



“Your beauty should not be merely external, such as braided hair and the wearing of gold and fine clothes.”



I think the word “merely” is the key word.



3:4	But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price.



4	But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price.  (KJV)

4	but let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the imperishable quality of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is precious in the sight of God.  (NAS)

4	Instead, it should be that of your inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of great worth in God's sight.  (NIV)

4	but let it be the hidden person of the heart with the imperishable jewel of a gentle and quiet spirit, which in God's sight is very precious.  (RSV)

4	Be beautiful inside, in your hearts, with the lasting charm of a gentle and quiet spirit that is so precious to God.  (TLB)



 1.	Wow!  Here is what the Christian wife is really to be like:



adorned in the inner person of the heart.  (NAS)

adorned with the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit.  (NIV)



 2.	This is said to be of great worth (precious) in the sight of God!



 3.	This “hidden man of the heart,”(KJV) “hidden person of the heart,”(NAS, RSV) “inner self,” (NIV) is the same as Paul’s “new man” of Ephesians 4:24 (KJV) and Colossians 3:10 (KJV).



This is just another way of saying “Christ in you” and manifesting Himself through you.



 4.	The word “spirit,” in this verse, means “disposition, temperament.”



 5.	You can have verse 3 without having verse 4, and you can have verse 4 without having verse 3.  In other words . . .



A.	Ladies, you can have outer adornment (make-up, jewelry, and fine clothes) without having inner adornment (a gentle and quiet disposition), and . . .



B.	Ladies, you can have inner adornment (a gentle and quiet disposition) without having outer adornment (make-up, jewelry, and fine clothes).



Principle:  To make make-up, jewelry, and fine clothes relate to spirituality in the Christian way of life shows a total disregard for the truth of God’s Word.



Point:  Poor people don’t have to have “things,” but they ought to be neat and clean.



C.	God doesn’t “give-a-hoot” about what a person wears on the outside, but He is greatly concerned about what a person looks like on the inside.



Another Point:  People who are sloppy about their outer appearance are generally sloppy about their inner appearance.



Another Point:  Sloppiness has little to do with what a person wears, but much to do with the appearance of what that person wears.



3:5	For after this manner in the old time the holy women also, who trusted in God, adorned themselves, being in subjection unto their own husbands:



5	For after this manner in the old time the holy women also, who trusted in God, adorned themselves, being in subjection unto their own husbands:  (KJV)

5	For in this way in former times the holy women also, who hoped in God, used to adorn themselves, being submissive to their own husbands.  (NAS)

5	For this is the way the holy women of the past who put their hope in God used to make themselves beautiful. They were submissive to their own husbands,  (NIV)

5	So once the holy women who hoped in God used to adorn themselves and were submissive to their husbands,  (RSV)

5	That kind of deep beauty was seen in the saintly women of old, who trusted God and fitted in with their husbands' plans.  (TLB)



 1.	“For after this manner” (KJV)

“For in this way”  (NAS) (NIV)

“So”  (RSV)

(no equivalent in TLB)



These phrases take us back to the injunction of verse 1, “Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection (submission) to your own husbands.” (KJV)



 2.	“in the old time”  (KJV)

“in former times” (NAS)

“the past” (NIV)

“once” (RSV)

“of old” (TLB)



This phrase takes us back to about 1900 B.C. to illustrate submission of a wife to her husband.  (Sarah, Abraham’s wife, is the illustration used in our next verse, verse 6.)



 3.	The “holy women” of old “who trusted (hoped) in God” are used to illustrate the spiritual Christian wife who is “yielded to God the Holy Spirit.”



 4.	“adorned themselves” (KJV) (NAS)

“used to make themselves beautiful” (NIV)

“used to adorn themselves” (RSV)

“that kind of deep beauty” (TLB)



This phrase is linked to the opening phrase “in this manner” and refers to the “gentle and quiet spirit (disposition)” spoken of in verse 4 above.



 5.	“being in subjection to their own husbands” toward whom the wife had a “gentle and quiet disposition.”



Point:  For the women who are having trouble with the truths being taught by Peter and Paul, just remember, they are talking to spiritual women, not religious women, and the degree to which you as a woman disagree, reject, rebel against the teaching of Paul and Peter is the degree to which you expose yourself as a religious woman in opposition to God



3:6	Even as Sara obeyed Abraham, calling him lord: whose daughters ye are, as long as ye do well, and are not afraid with any amazement.



6	Even as Sara obeyed Abraham, calling him lord: whose daughters ye are, as long as ye do well, and are not afraid with any amazement.  (KJV)

6	Thus Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord, and you have become her children if you do what is right without being frightened by any fear.   (NAS)

6	like Sarah, who obeyed Abraham and called him her master. You are her daughters if you do what is right and do not give way to fear.  (NIV)

6	as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord. And you are now her children if you do right and let nothing terrify you.  (RSV)

6	Sarah, for instance, obeyed her husband Abraham, honoring him as head of the house. And if you do the same, you will be following in her steps like good daughters and doing what is right; then you will not need to fear [offending your husbands].  (TLB)



Even as Sara obeyed Abraham, calling him lord [ in Genesis 18:12 ]: whose [ reference to Sara ] daughters ye [ refers to spiritual Christian wives ] are [ have become ], as long as [ establishes the condition by which spiritual Christian wives become the daughters of Sara ] ye [ spiritual Christian wives ] do well [ refers to living in submission to the husband ], and are not afraid with any amazement [ “and are not afraid with any amazement” needs some further explanation ].









y"rAxa) rom)"l HfB:riq:B hfrf& qax:ciTaw  18.12

 ;}"qfz yinod)aw hfn:de( yiL-hft:yfh yitol:b 



yinod)aw -    Adoni = master, lord



Gen. 18:12  Therefore Sarah laughed within herself, saying, After I am waxed old shall I have pleasure, my lord being old also?  (KJV)



Gen. 18:12  And Sarah laughed to herself, saying, "After I have become old, shall I have pleasure, my lord being old also?"  (NAS)



Gen. 18:12  So Sarah laughed to herself as she thought, "After I am worn out and my master is old, will I now have this pleasure?"  (NIV)



Gen. 18:12  So Sarah laughed to herself, saying, "After I have grown old, and my husband is old, shall I have pleasure?"  (RSV)



Gen. 18:12  So Sarah laughed silently. "A woman my age have a baby?" she scoffed to herself. "And with a husband as old as mine?"  (TLB)



 1.	Abraham did not command Sarah to call him lord (master).



 2.	Sarah recognized Abraham as lord (the authority in the home), therefore she obeyed him.



 3.	The phrase “and are not afraid with any amazement” is either a quote from or an allusion to Proverbs 3:25:



Prov. 3:25  Be not afraid of sudden fear, neither of the desolation of the wicked, when it cometh.



 4.	Prov. 3:25  Be not afraid of sudden fear [ circumstances that might cause fear, panic, alarm ] . . .



Proverbs 3:26 declares why the believer should not “fear.”



Prov. 3:26  For the LORD [ a reference to Christ ] shall be thy confidence, and shall keep thy foot from being taken.  (KJV)



 5.	In 1 Peter 3:5, the circumstances that might cause the wife to fear, panic, or become alarmed are the things that the unbelieving husband might be capable of doing.  God says, “Don’t be afraid!”



 6.	Remember that this entire passage, verses 1-6, relates a spiritual Christian wife to an unbelieving husband.  Since Christians are not to be unequally yoked with unbelievers, it is implied that this man and woman became married as unbelievers, and the wife later became a Christian, but the husband did not.



3:7	Likewise [ indicates a transition from instruction being given to the spiritual Christian wife whose husband is an unbeliever to instruction being given to the spiritual Christian husband whose wife is an unbeliever ], ye [ Christian husbands in general with the implication that they are spiritual men ] husbands, dwell [ live in domestic relationship ] with them [ an unbelieving wife who just so happens to be married to a spiritual Christian husband ] according to [ introduces the manner in which a spiritual Christian husband is to live with his unbelieving wife ] knowledge  [ Greek:  gnwsij = “with intelligent recognition of the nature of” the marriage relationship ], giving honour unto the wife [ here, an unbeliever ], as unto the weaker [ neither moral nor intellectual weakness; refers to physical weakness ] vessel [ a common word for vessel, furniture, utensil; herein, both the husband and the wife are referred to as vessels; a weaker vessel implies a stronger vessel, hence, two vessels; the husband is the stronger, and the wife is the weaker ], and as being heirs together of the grace of life [ “and as . . . grace of life” means that God’s gift of eternal life belongs to women as well as men ]; that your [ here, “husbands;” not wives ] prayers [ communication with God ] be not hindered [ interrupted, in the sense that God does not hear the prayer of a Christian husband because he does not “dwell with his wife according to knowledge” ].  (KJV)



 1.	The primary interpretation relates this verse to a spiritual Christian husband married to an unbelieving wife.



 2.	The primary application relates this verse to a spiritual Christian husband married to an unbelieving wife.



Principle drawn from points #1 and #2:  A spiritual Christian husband’s prayers can be hindered if he does not 1) dwell with his unbelieving wife according to knowledge, and 2) if he does not give honor unto his unbelieving wife.



 3.	Any primary interpretation or primary application that relates this verse to a spiritual Christian wife or an unbelieving husband has gone beyond the boundary of interpretation and application intended in this verse.



For example:  1) This does not say that a wife’s prayers will be hindered, and 2) This verse does not imply that the wife is to honor her husband.



Principle:  Let’s never say more than the Scripture says unless we say that we are saying more than the Scripture says.



Principle:  Let’s not make secondary applications without justifying how and why the application is being made.



Principle:  Secondary applications made without stating that the application is a secondary application is cause for a babe in Christ to believe that this secondary application is a primary application related to the primary interpretation.



Principle:  All secondary applications made to Christians from Age of Israel or Age of Gentiles dispensations must show cause or give reason for application to Christians.  One such cause or reason is to show that there is a Church Age truth that states the same principle in Church Age terms.



7	Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered.  (KJV)

7	You husbands likewise, live with your wives in an understanding way, as with a weaker vessel, since she is a woman; and grant her honor as a fellow heir of the grace of life, so that your prayers may not be hindered.  (NAS)

7	Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives, and treat them with respect as the weaker partner and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers.  (NIV)

7	Likewise you husbands, live considerately with your wives, bestowing honor on the woman as the weaker sex, since you are joint heirs of the grace of life, in order that your prayers may not be hindered.  (RSV)

7	You husbands must be careful of your wives, being thoughtful of their needs and honoring them as the weaker sex. Remember that you and your wife are partners in receiving God's blessings, and if you don't treat her as you should, your prayers will not get ready answers.  (TLB)
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