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Lesson 13

The Rest of Reckoning

 “Leaving the doctrine of the first principles of Christ, let us press on unto perfection [full growth]” (Heb. 6:1, ASV). As hungry and growing believers, we press on—but we do not press to “produce.” The Holy Spirit instills within our being a determination that will not be denied, a hunger that must be satisfied. Our pressing on to His very best is fostered by the fact that we will never be satisfied in ourselves, but we will always be satisfied in Him. We are ever being drawn forward because of our realized need for freedom and growth. “This one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 3:13, 14).
Thank God for our needs! They are the primary impetus toward His abundant life. Remember the wretchedness, agony, and frustration we knew, with very little hope or assurance that things would ever improve? We were overwhelmed by problems, and not yet aware of His answer to them. But we continued on in desperation, for deep within our spirit there was the constant yearning for freedom from struggle, and rest in His life. Our striving ebbed and flowed, but there was never a moment of rest. During our enslavement by sin and self, the faithful indwelling Spirit did not let us give up.

When the Holy Spirit has brought us into the depths of Romans Seven, we have learned enough about self to acknowledge that it brings forth nothing but death (Rom. 7:24). Then it is that the Spirit centers our attention anew upon the Lord Jesus, and we realize that He, not our futile struggling, has provided freedom from our bondage. “Who shall deliver me … ? I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom. 7:24, 25)! Thus, when our reliance is wrenched from self and every other broken reed, the Spirit has us prepared to rest upon the written Word and in the Living Word. By means of the identification truths, the Spirit shows us the finished work of the cross and our life in Christ, and we begin to reckon.
What a difference our new reliance upon the truth makes! We press on with more determination than ever, and with an even greater hunger for His best. But now, the wonderful contrast is that in the midst of our pressing on, there is rest; the struggle is gone. We have entered into His rest because we know the facts; we know our position of freedom through the cross, and life abundant in our risen Lord. Now we have the assurance that, as we reckon upon the truths, the Holy Spirit will cause us to grow in them daily. There is rest in the midst of growth.

The Word presents an interesting paradox concerning this rest. “There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God. For he that is entered into his rest, he also hath ceased from his own works, as God did from his. Let us labor therefore to enter into that rest” (Heb. 4:9–11). It is certain that there is no rest of faith as long as we struggle to “produce.” And the hungry heart will not cease its striving until the truth of the finished work is seen and counted upon. This is the principle of rest, by which we were born in Him, and by which we grow in Him.

The actual “labor” mentioned in verse 11 has to do with believing. It is quite an exercise to reckon that we died unto sin and self, when we are keenly aware of their presence and manifestation in our life. It is also “labor” to believe we are new creations in Christ, when we are so definitely alive to the old man. The earlier reckoning, concerning our assurance of salvation and security in Christ, is preparation for the later reckoning in regard to identification.

Diligent reliance upon the specific truth of the Word, in the face of all else to the contrary, is our only ground for rest. We cannot cease from self in any other way. We cannot

even rest in Christ apart from counting upon the revelation of God’s Word. No matter how far we progress in our growth, there will always be a degree of this “labor” involved—turning from the testimony of the temporal to the eternal witness of Scripture. This is especially necessary because self will never change; it will always be sinful, never possessed of one good thing. We must ever count upon the exchange of the cross to separate us from the influence of self, freeing us to rest in the life of our Lord.

Knowing, and resting in, the finished work of our identification causes us to be neither slack, nor self-confident. Rather, knowing what He has done for us on the cross, and with us in Christ, makes us all the more hungry and eager to know experientially what is already ours positionally. “Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ” (Phil. 1:6).

There is every scriptural reason about us to be perfectly confident in the Lord Jesus for our growth to maturity, and not to be discouraged by the length of time it takes or by the unchangeableness of self. We are “called according to his purpose. For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son” (Rom. 8:28, 29). “Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it” (1 Thess. 5:24). “For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure” (Phil. 2:13).

His dealings with us for our growth, especially as He makes us a “grain of wheat” to fall into the ground and die, may not be very “restful”; but our rest is in Him, and in the precise statements of His Word. We abide in Christ during the processing required for us to be brought to the fulfillment of His purpose; we do not fret and struggle because we are not mature the moment we see His standard for us in the Word.

There is another very important aspect of rest. This has to do with our witness to others. When we first begin to receive some of the benefit of reckoning, we are bent upon teaching the truths of identification immediately. We know just the ones who need victory! It is easy to forget how long it took for us to come to the threshold of this realm of reckoning, and how thoroughly we had to be prepared before we were at all interested in the so-called “deeper truths.” But we soon discover that there are very few believers who are responsive.

It is wise to remain comparatively quiet about the liberating truths for the first year or so following our awakening. After a period of reckoning and deeper study, we will not only know better what to share, but how, when, and with whom. Our teaching should be in the attitude of sharing. “If thou put the brethren in remembrance of these things, thou shalt be a good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished up in the words of Pith and of good doctrine, whereunto thou hast attained” (I Tim. 4:6).

Once we begin to reckon, some of us make the mistake of seeking to straighten out our pastor and the church along these lines. But our testimony must first be observed by others, and then heard. Only hungry, prepared hearts can receive. Often, barriers are raised by premature teaching; these may take years to remove, and sometimes they are never overcome. It is best to go slowly—at His pace—and make progress that abides.

Actually, the pulpit is not the ideal medium for sharing the truths of identification. No matter how sound and alive a congregation may be, there are only a few individuals at any one time who are ready to enter into the truths of the cross. The Spirit would have us prayerfully watch for the hungry heart, feeding the few in preference to offending the many. Furthermore, those about us have a right to observe over a period of time whether or not our witness and our walk are valid. “And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not” (Gal. 6:9).

3

