Lack of Common Sense and No Rule





Introduction





The following information is not intended to do anything but inform.  It comes from extended observation of the lives of our country’s youngest generation.  This generation is in deep spiritual trouble, and there is no possible help from anyone who will not or does not understand the problem.  It is impossible to help anyone with any form of counsel wherein the counsel has nothing to do with the problem.  Hopefully, for you, this brief document will shed some light on a condition prevalent within our youngest generation.  The body of text now follows.





Body





Common sense is defined in the following manner:  sound practical judgment that is independent of specialized knowledge, training, or the like; normal native intelligence.





I work with children every day, K-5 through grade 12, and over an extended period of time I have made the following two observations:





 1.	Today’s children have NO common sense.





 2.	If there is NO rule to cover a particular matter, it’s only a matter of time until a rule will have to be created to cover that matter.





These two facts have been observed on a daily basis over an extended period of time.  It’s not a matter of a now and then observation.  It’s a matter of a daily, and sometimes hourly, and at times a minute to minute observation.





I am so aware of these two facts that I have discussed them with our students on several occasions.  My desire was not to condemn them with my observations, but to make them aware of what is generally true about their generation, with my sincere hope that they would listen, understand, and then adjust their thinking for the purpose of developing common sense.  What was not clear to me, until now, is the relationship between these two observations.  They are not isolated facts.  They are inter-related.





What is the relationship between these two facts—no common sense and the need to create rules?





So related is common sense to the circumstances of life that if common sense does not exist, a rule will have to be created.





To say it another way, a lack of common sense guarantees that a rule will have to be created for any circumstance that demands a common sense decision.





If there is no common sense, you’ll discover before long that you have so many rules that you’ll forget what they are if you don’t put them in writing.





I found myself making rule after rule after rule for situations that I thought had no need for a rule; yet, creating a rule was an absolute necessity--often for the protection of one student from another in horseplay types of situations.





Consider, now, moral relativity, absolutes, and common sense.  Moral relativity, like a cancer, has dismantled absolutes that provide the foundation upon which common sense is based.  Moral relativity and common sense are inversely proportional.  The more prevalent moral relativity, the less common is common sense.





Today, common sense is not common because our youngest generation has the perception that there are no absolutes in life; and where there are no absolutes, there can be no common sense.  Where there are no absolutes, everything becomes relative, and if relative, everyone, then determines what is right and wrong as a matter of personal perception.  Moral relativity rules the day in our country, therefore, there is no common sense--there CAN be no common sense--and where there is no common sense, rule after rule after rule will have to be created in an attempt to modify behavior.  Rules, rules, rules, they’re everywhere, and if there is no rule, there soon will be.





Another interesting point is this.  Attempts to modify behavior seldom benefit the child whose behavior is being monitored by rules. The benefit of personal gratification generally goes to “those in charge” by virtue of the fact that “those in charge” believe that something is being done to modify behavior.   However, if a child perceives no absolutes, he breaks only a rule established by some authority other than his own.  He perceives no absolutes, so he has no conscience regarding YOUR rule.  A conscience for something is established by accepting “that something” as being true or right or valid.  If something is not accepted as true or right or valid, the person lacking acceptance has no conscience for that thing.  This explains why YOU may have conscience for a rule that YOU establish, but the child has no conscience for that rule because he has not accepted it as being true or right or valid; and without conscience regarding YOUR rule, there can be NO remorse for having broken YOUR rule.  He will endure any disciplinary measure carried out for his rule violation, without remorse, only to violate the same rule again and again, sometimes within minutes after receiving discipline.  How is this possible?  The answer is simple—habit.  A lifestyle absent of absolutes establishes the habit of doing whatever one wishes.  Whether there might be rules that monitor this habitual behavior is not a consideration until the habitual behavior is placed in check by someone in authority whose responsibility it is to regulate behavior.  Habits are hard to break, therefore, one violation followed by discipline might just be followed by another violation of the same rule within minutes after the last violation and discipline have occurred.  Scratch your head if you must, but moral relativity plus rule violation plus discipline does not equal changed behavior until the disciplinary measure is so drastic that the child prefers to obey the rule rather than receive the discipline.  This is enforced humility.





In summary, my observations are these:





1.	Children have NO common sense.





 2.	If there is NO rule to cover a particular matter, it’s only a matter of time until a rule will have to be created to cover that matter.





In conclusion, I suggest the following:  If you are raising children or consistently working with children, you will be required to establish rules for everything.  You should take nothing for granted, and the sooner you establish the rule, the sooner you will benefit from possible modified behavior in the children you are raising or with whom you work.  You can mark it down.  If there is no rule, a child will do whatever common sense dictates that he should not do; and without common sense coupled with a lifestyle devoid of absolutes, his lack of sound judgment in the various circumstances of life is inevitable.  Establish rules and do it quickly.  Leave nothing to chance.





Respectfully,


Dr. Jim





