PARABLE #1





The Parable of the Sower





13:3	And he spake many things unto them in parables, saying, Behold, a sower went forth to sow; (KJV)


13:3	And He spoke many things to them in parables, saying, "Behold, the sower went out to sow; (NAS)


13:3	Then he told them many things in parables, saying: "A farmer went out to sow his seed. (NIV)


13:3	He used many illustrations such as this one in his sermon: "A farmer was sowing grain in his fields. (TLB)





13:4	And when he sowed, some seeds fell by the way side, and the fowls came and devoured them up: (KJV)





13:4	and as he sowed, some {seeds} fell beside the road, and the birds came and ate them up. (NAS)


13:4	As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. (NIV)


13:4	As he scattered the seed across the ground, some fell beside a path, and the birds came and ate it. (TLB)





13:5	Some fell upon stony places, where they had not much earth: and forthwith they sprung up, because they had no deepness of earth: (KJV)





13:5	"And others fell upon the rocky places, where they did not have much soil; and immediately they sprang up, because they had no depth of soil. (NAS)


13:5	Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. (NIV)


13:5	And some fell on rocky soil where there was little depth of earth; the plants sprang up quickly enough in the shallow soil, (TLB)





13:6	And when the sun was up, they were scorched; and because they had no root, they withered away. (KJV)





13:6	"But when the sun had risen, they were scorched; and because they had no root, they withered away. (NAS)


13:6	But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. (NIV)


13:6	but the hot sun soon scorched them and they withered and died, for they had so little root. (TLB)





13:7	And some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprung up, and choked them: (KJV)





13:7	"And others fell among the thorns, and the thorns came up and choked them out. (NAS)


13:7	Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. (NIV)


13:7	Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns choked out the tender blades. (TLB)





13:8	But other fell into good ground, and brought forth fruit, some an hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some thirtyfold. (KJV)





13:8	"And others fell on the good soil, and yielded a crop, some a hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty. (NAS)


13:8	Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop-- a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. (NIV)


13:8	But some fell on good soil and produced a crop that was thirty, sixty, and even a hundred times as much as he had planted. (TLB)





13:9	Who hath ears to hear, let him hear. (KJV)








13:9	"He who has ears, let him hear." (NAS)


13:9	He who has ears, let him hear." (NIV)


13:9	If you have ears, listen!" (TLB)








The Parable of the Sower Explained





13:18	Hear ye therefore the parable of the sower. (KJV)





13:18	"Hear then the parable of the sower. (NAS)


13:18	"Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: (NIV)


13:18	"Now here is the explanation of the story I told about the farmer planting grain: (TLB)





13:19	When any one heareth the word of the kingdom, and understandeth it not, then cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away that which was sown in his heart. This is he which received seed by the way side. (KJV)





13:19	"When anyone hears the word of the kingdom, and does not understand it, the evil {one} comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is the one on whom seed was sown beside the road. (NAS)


13:19	When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is the seed sown along the path. (NIV)


13:19	The hard path where some of the seeds fell represents the heart of a person who hears the Good News about the Kingdom and doesn't understand it; then Satan comes and snatches away the seeds from his heart. (TLB)





13:20	But he that received the seed into stony places, the same is he that heareth the word, and anon with joy receiveth it; (KJV)





13:20	"And the one on whom seed was sown on the rocky places, this is the man who hears the word, and immediately receives it with joy; (NAS)


13:20	The one who received the seed that fell on rocky places is the man who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. (NIV)


13:20	The shallow, rocky soil represents the heart of a man who hears the message and receives it with real joy, (TLB)





13:21	Yet hath he not root in himself, but dureth for a while: for when tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the word, by and by he is offended. (KJV)





13:21	yet he has no {firm} root in himself, but is {only} temporary, and when affliction or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he falls away. (NAS)


13:21	But since he has no root, he lasts only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, he quickly falls away. (NIV)


13:21	but he doesn't have much depth in his life, and the seeds don't root very deeply, and after a while when trouble comes, or persecution begins because of his beliefs, his enthusiasm fades, and he drops out. (TLB)





13:22	He also that received seed among the thorns is he that heareth the word; and the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he becometh unfruitful. (KJV)





13:22	"And the one on whom seed was sown among the thorns, this is the man who hears the word, and the worry of the world, and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful. (NAS)


13:22	The one who received the seed that fell among the thorns is the man who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it unfruitful. (NIV)


13:22	The ground covered with thistles represents a man who hears the message, but the cares of this life and his longing for money choke out God's Word, and he does less and less for God. (TLB)





13:23	But he that received seed into the good ground is he that heareth the word, and understandeth it; which also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. (KJV)





13:23	"And the one on whom seed was sown on the good soil, this is the man who hears the word and understands it; who indeed bears fruit, and brings forth, some a hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty." (NAS)


13:23	But the one who received the seed that fell on good soil is the man who hears the word and understands it. He produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown." (NIV)


13:23	The good ground represents the heart of a man who listens to the message and understands it and goes out and brings thirty, sixty, or even a hundred others into the Kingdom." (TLB)








The Time Period of the Parable of the Sower





 1.	The "Parable of the Sower" relates the parable to the preaching of the "word of the kingdom."





Mt. 3:2; 4:17, 23; 10:7


Mt. 5: 3, 10, 19, 20; 6:10, 13; 6:33; 7:21; 8:12


Mt. 16:19; 16:28; 18:1, 3, 4; 18:23; 19:14, 23, 24


Mt. 20:21, 31; 21:31, 43; 22:2; 23:13; 24:14; 25:1, 14, 34; 26:29





Parallel passages:





Mark 4:1-9, 14-20


Luke 8:4-8, 11-15





 2.	The "gospel of the kingdom" in Matthew 24:14 is synonymous with "word of the kingdom."





Matthew 24:14	And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come. (KJV)





 3.	The gospel of the kingdom and the gospel of Christ should be distinguished:





A.	The "gospel of the kingdom" (Matthew 24:14) refers to the good news concerning the coming millennial kingdom to be established by Christ at His second coming.





B.	The "gospel of Christ" (Romans 1:16) refers to good news regarding the death, burial, and resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.





 4.	The "Parable of the Sower" covers the time periods during which "word [gospel] of the kingdom" is being preached:





A.	The age of Israel from the the time the word of the kingdom began to be preached by John the Baptist in Matthew 3:2 to the beginning of the Church Age on the day of Pentecost 30 A.D.





This explains the condition of the hearts of the people of Israel from John the Baptist until the day of Pentecost 30 A.D.





B.	The "Parable of the Sower" then jumps completely over the Church Age.





C.	The entire period of the Tribulation from the rapture to the second advent.





This explains the hearts of the people of Israel from the rapture of the church until the second coming of Christ.





The Interpretation of This Parable





 1.	This parable teaches that the period covered by the "Parable of the Sower" is characterized by the following:





A.	a sower.


B.	seed.


C.	various types of soil.





1)	wayside soil:	(Matthew 13:19)


2)	stony soil:	(Matthew 13:20)


3)	thorny soil:	(Matthew 13:22)


4)	good soil:	(Matthew 13:23)





 2.	The sower is any communicator of "the word of the kingdom" during the period covered by the "Parable of the Sower."





 3.	The "seed" is the "word of the kingdom" that was and will be preached during the period covered by the "Parable of the Sower."





 4.	The various types of soil represent the following:





A.	wayside soil:  (Matthew 13:19)	the hardened heart.


B.	stony soil:  (Matthew 13:20)	the heart that lacks enough depth for the seed to take root.


C.	thorny soil:  (Matthew 13:22)	the heart prefers the details of life and riches.


D.	good soil  (Matthew 13:23)	the heart that receives the Word and becomes productive.





 5.	The sowing of seed.





A.	In Mark 4:14 the seed is the “Word.”





Mark 4:14  The sower soweth the word. (KJV)





B.	In Matthew 13:19 the seed is the “word of the kingdom.”





Matthew 13:19  When any one heareth the word of the kingdom, and understandeth it not, then cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away that which was sown in his heart. This is he which received seed by the way side. (KJV)





 6.	The “word of the kingdom” was preached by . . .





A.	John the Baptist:  (Matthew 3:2)





Matthew 3:2  And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. (KJV)





B.	Jesus [ before His crucifixion ]:  (Matthew 4:17)





Matthew 4:17  From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. (KJV)





C.	Jesus’ disciples:  (Matthew 10:7)





Matthew 10:7  And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand. (KJV)





 7.	During the period in which the "word of the kingdom" is preached, the response to the Word of God of God in the “good soil” will vary:





A.	Matthew reports a response of a hundredfold, sixtyfold and thirtyfold.





B.	Mark reports a response of thirtyfold, sixtyfold and a hundredfold.





C.	Neither Matthew not Mark should be understood as implying an increase or decrease in fruit production during the course of the present age.





D.	The implication from both Matthew and Mark is that fruit production will vary during the course of the present age.





8.	Mark 4:13 reveals that an understanding of the parable of the sower is basic to an understanding of the parable of the wheat and tares, the parable of the mustard seed, the parable of the leaven, the parable of the hidden treasure, the parable of pearl of great price, and the parable of the dragnet in Matthew 13.





Mark 4:13  And he said unto them, Know ye not this parable? and how then will ye know all parables? (KJV)





 9.	The parable of the sower, the parable of the wheat and tares, the parable of the mustard seed, the parable of the leaven, the parable of the hidden treasure, the parable of pearl of great price, and the parable of the dragnet in Matthew 13 do not have any application in the Church Age.








WHAT DOES THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER TEACH?





This parable teaches that "the word of the kingdom" will be preached, but the "word of the kingdom" will be rejected by those whose hearts have been hardened, and by those who become persecuted because of the "word of the kingdom," and by those who allow the details of life to choke out the "word of the kingdom."  However, there will be one group who will receive the "word of the kingdom" and there will be various levels of divine production from their lives.
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