WHO ARE THE 24 ELDERS?


Revelation 4:4








Rev 4:4  And round about the throne were four and twenty seats: and upon the seats I saw four and twenty elders sitting, clothed in white raiment; and they had on their heads crowns of gold.  (KJV)








The following information is taken from J. Dwight Pentecost's Things to Come, p. 208.





There are five inerrant marks that identify the 24 elders as representing the church.  These identifying marks are as follows:





 1.	Their POSITION:  They are enthroned "round about" the rainbow encircled central throne.  To the church and the church only of all groups of the redeemed is co-enthronement promised (Rev. 3:21).  Not yet is Christ seated upon his own throne on earth, but these kingly ones having been presented faultless, with the exceeding joy of the Lord, must be with him (John 17:24; 1 Thes. 4:17).





 2.	The NUMBER of these representative elders, in the book where numbers are so great a part of the symbolism, is significant.  For twenty-four is the number of the choruses into which the Levitical priesthood was divided (1 Chronicles 24:1-19), and of all the groups of the redeemed only the church is a priesthood (1 Peter 2:5-9; Rev. 1:6)





 3.	The TESTIMONY of the enthroned elders marks them as representing the church:





Rev. 5:9-10


9	And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; 


10	And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth.  (KJV)





The church, and only the church, can thus testify.





 4.	Eldership is a REPRESENTATIVE office (Acts 15:2; 20:17).





 5.	The SPIRITUAL INTELLIGENCE of the elders points them out as sharers of the most intimate divine counsels (e.g., Rev. 5:5; 7:13).  And to whom amongst the redeemed should those counsels be made known if not to those to whom our Lord said:  





John 15:15  Henceforth I call you not servants; . . . but I have called you friends; . . ." (KJV)





The elders are, symbolically, the church, and they are seen in heaven in the place which the Scriptures assign to the church before a seal is opened or a woe uttered, and before a vial of the wrath of God is poured out.  And in all that follows, to the twentieth chapter, the church is never once referred to as on earth.





Conclusion:  The twenty-four elders represent the church.


