PARABLE #2





The Parable of the Wheat and the Tares





(Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43)





13:24	Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which sowed good seed in his field: (KJV)





13:24	He presented another parable to them, saying, "The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field. (NAS)


13:24	Jesus told them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field. (NIV)


13:24	Here is another illustration Jesus used: "The Kingdom of Heaven is like a farmer sowing good seed in his field; (TLB)








13:25	But while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, and went his way. (KJV)





13:25	"But while men were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed tares also among the wheat, and went away. (NAS) (NAS)


13:25	But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. (NIV) (NIV)


13:25	but one night as he slept, his enemy came and sowed thistles among the wheat. (TLB)








13:26	But when the blade was sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares also. (KJV)





13:26	"But when the wheat sprang up and bore grain, then the tares became evident also. (NAS)


13:26	When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared. (NIV)


13:26	When the crop began to grow, the thistles grew too. (TLB)








13:27	So the servants of the householder came and said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow good seed in thy field? from whence then hath it tares? (KJV)





13:27	"And the slaves of the landowner came and said to him, `Sir, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it have tares?' (NAS)


13:27	"The owner's servants came to him and said, `Sir, didn't you sow good seed in your field? Where then did the weeds come from?' (NIV)


13:27	"The farmer's men came and told him, `Sir, the field where you planted that choice seed is full of thistles!' (TLB)








13:28	He said unto them, An enemy hath done this. The servants said unto him, Wilt thou then that we go and gather them up? (KJV)





13:28	"And he said to them, `An enemy has done this!' And the slaves said to him, `Do you want us, then, to go and gather them up?' (NAS)


13:28	"`An enemy did this,' he replied. "The servants asked him, `Do you want us to go and pull them up?' (NIV)


13:28	"`An enemy has done it,' he exclaimed. "`Shall we pull out the thistles?' they asked. (TLB)








13:29	But he said, Nay; lest while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with them. (KJV)





13:29	"But he said, `No; lest while you are gathering up the tares, you may root up the wheat with them. (NAS)


13:29	"`No,' he answered, `because while you are pulling the weeds, you may root up the wheat with them. (NIV)


13:29	"`No,' he replied. `You'll hurt the wheat if you do. (TLB)








13:30	Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn. (KJV)





13:30	`Allow both to grow together until the harvest; and in the time of the harvest I will say to the reapers, "First gather up the tares and bind them in bundles to burn them up; but gather the wheat into my barn."'" (NAS)


13:30	Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.'" (NIV)


13:30	Let both grow together until the harvest, and I will tell the reapers to sort out the thistles and burn them, and put the wheat in the barn.'" (TLB)








PARABLE #2





The Parable of the Wheat and the Tares Explained





13:37	He answered and said unto them, He that soweth the good seed is the Son of man; (KJV)





13:37	And He answered and said, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man, (NAS)


13:37	He answered, "The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. (NIV)


13:37	"All right," he said, "I am the farmer who sows the choice seed. (TLB)








13:38	The field is the world; the good seed are the children of the kingdom; but the tares are the children of the wicked one; (KJV)





13:38	and the field is the world; and {as for} the good seed, these are the sons of the kingdom; and the tares are the sons of the evil {one;} (NAS)


13:38	The field is the world, and the good seed stands for the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, (NIV)


13:38	The field is the world, and the seed represents the people of the Kingdom; the thistles are the people belonging to Satan. (TLB)








13:39	The enemy that sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the world; and the reapers are the angels. (KJV)





13:39	and the enemy who sowed them is the devil, and the harvest is the end of the age; and the reapers are angels. (NAS)


13:39	and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels. (NIV)


13:39	The enemy who sowed the thistles among the wheat is the devil; the harvest is the end of the world, and the reapers are the angels. (TLB)








13:40	As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end of this world. (KJV)





13:40	"Therefore just as the tares are gathered up and burned with fire, so shall it be at the end of the age. (NAS)


13:40	"As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age. (NIV)


13:40	"Just as in this story the thistles are separated and burned, so shall it be at the end of the world: (TLB)








13:41	The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all things that offend, and them which do iniquity; (KJV)





13:41	"The Son of Man will send forth His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all stumbling blocks, and those who commit lawlessness, (NAS)


13:41	The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil. (NIV)


13:41	I will send my angels, and they will separate out of the Kingdom every temptation and all who are evil, (TLB)








13:42	And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. (KJV)





13:42	and will cast them into the furnace of fire; in that place there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. (NAS)


13:42	They will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. (NIV)


13:42	and throw them into the furnace and burn them. There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. (TLB)








13:43	Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Who hath ears to hear, let him hear. (KJV)





13:43	"Then the righteous will shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear. (NAS)


13:43	Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear. (NIV)


13:43	Then the godly shall shine as the sun in their Father's Kingdom. Let those with ears, listen! (TLB)








The Time Period of This Parable





 1.	The parable of the wheat and tares covers only that time period known as the Tribulation.





	Pentecost	rapture	Tribulation


x__Age of Israel__x____________Church Age_________________x(______wheat & tares______)x


	second advent





 2.	This parable must not be interpreted in any manner so as to make any application to any part of the Church Age.





The Interpretation Of This Parable





 1.	The parable of the wheat and tares is characterized by the following:





A.	a sower.


B.	wheat.


C.	a field.


D.	tares.


E.	the enemy.


F.	the servants.


G.	reapers.


H.	the harvest.


I.	the end of the age.


J.	the furnace of fire.





 5.	The sower is the Son of man (Jesus Christ). (v. 37)





 6.	The wheat is called the “good seed.” (v. 34 cf. v. 35)





A.	The good seed are the children of the kingdom. (v. 38)





B.	The children of the kingdom are believers, and while there will be both Jew and Gentile believers during the Tribulation, the focus of this parable is Jewish believers who are alive on planet earth during the Tribulation.





 7.	The field is the world, that is, planet earth. (v. 38)  Remember that the Jews have been scattered all over the world since 70 A.D because they are suffering the 5th cycle of discipline (see The 5 Cycles of Discipline).





 8.	The tares are the children of the wicked one. (v. 38)





A.	The tares represent Jewish unbelievers during the Tribulation, and while there will be Gentile unbelievers, the focus of this parable is on the Jews of Israel, not Gentiles.





B.	The wicked one is the devil.





 9.	The enemy that sowed the tares is the devil. (v. 39)





10.	The servants (v. 27) are believers during the Tribulation with special focus on the following believers:





A.	The 144,000 of Revelation 7:4-8.


B.	Gentile converts:  Revelation 7:9-17.


C.	The two witnesses (Moses and Elijah):  Revelation 11:3.





11.	This parable requires someone to expose the tares among the wheat.





A.	If the wheat and tares required positive identification based upon fruit verification, the servants could have done that.





B.	However, even at harvest time, it should be observed that the wheat and tares will not be completely distinguishable because angels are required to make a positive identification.





Note:  This implies that wheat and tares at harvest time are not completely distinguishable in spite of the fact that wheat produces fruit.





The point:  Fruit is not the primary issue in this parable.





12.	The reapers are angels. (v. 39)





13.	The harvest is the baptism of fire (see Matthew 3:11).





14.	The end of this world is not the end of the world.  The word “world” is the Greel word for “age;.”therefore, the end of the world (age) is the end of the Age of Israel, namely, the end of that phase of the Age of Israel known as the Tribulation. (v. 40)





15.	The furnace of fire is hell, not the lake of fire.  The baptism of fire removes all unbelievers from planet earth and casts them into “hell fire.”  It is not until the final disposition of unbelievers at the Great White Throne judgment that unbelievers are cast into the lake of fire.





16.	The true sowing in the parable of the sower is to be imitated by a false sowing in the parable of the wheat and tares.





A.	The true sowing in the parable of the sower is “the Word of the kingdom.”





B.	The false sowing of the parable of the wheat and tares is “the children of the wicked one.”





C.	The difference then between what s being sown in the parable of the sower and the parable of the wheat and tares is this:





1)	It is the “Word” that is sown in the parable of the sower.


2)	It is “people” that are being sown in the parable of the wheat and tares.


3)	It’s the difference between the “Word” and “people.”





17.	The relationship between the good soil of the parable of the sower and the wheat of the parable of the wheat and tares:  good soil is required to produce wheat.





18.	A subtlety in the parable of the wheat and tares:





A.	The “good seed” are “children of the kingdom.”





B.	If the “good seed” are “children,” then the “good seed” are “people.”





C.	The “good seed” which are “people” are called “wheat.”





D.	In this case, “wheat” is the product of having planted a “wheat seed.”





E.	The “wheat seed” planted to produce wheat to be harvested is not mentioned in the parable of the wheat and tares.





F.	To produce a “harvested wheat,” “good soil” and a “sown seed” are required.





1)	The “good soil” is the “good soil” of the parable of the sower.





2)	“Good soil” refers to the spiritual heart that must be prepared by God to receive seed.





2)	The “seed sown” is the “Word of the kingdom” of the parable of the sower that will be preached during the Tribulation..”





19.	In the parable of the wheat and tares there is to be a side-by-side development of that which is good with that which is evil as the result of these two sowings.





20.	There will be a judgment at the end of the age to separate the tares from the wheat.





A.	The judgment is called the “baptism of fire.”  (Matthew 3:11)





B.	The “end of the age” is the end of the Age of Israel.





C.	The Age of Israel comes to an end at the end of the period known as the Tribulation.





D.	The tares are unbelievers who reject the “Word of the Kingom” during the Tribulation.





E.	The wheat are believers who accept the “Word of the Kingdom” during the Tribulation.





1)	The wheat in this parable cannot represent Church Age believers because the church will be raptured at the beginning of the Tribulation, and the period of the Tribulation is the major focus of the parable of the wheat and tares.





2)	The wheat of the parable of the wheat and tares are believers who will be saved during the period of the Tribulation.  (see Four Waves of Evangelism During the Tribulation)





F.	The tares will be judged and cast into hell fire.





G.	The wheat will be judged and allowed to enter the millennium in a physical body.





21.	A deeper look at the parable of the wheat and tares makes it clear that production of fruit is not the criteria by which a person enters the millennium or is cast into hell.





A.	Fruit distinguishes wheat from tares, but fruit does not make wheat or tares.





1)	Wheat is wheat because it comes from a wheat seed.





2)	Tares are tares because they come from a tares seed.





B.	Considering the production of fruit.





1)	Wheat seeds produce wheat fruit because it is the nature of wheat seeds to produce wheat fruit.





2)	Tares seeds produce tares fruit because it is the nature of tares seeds to produce tares fruit.





C.	The wheat is taken into the millennium because it is wheat, not because it has produced wheat fruit.





D.	The tares are cast into hell because they are tares, not because they did not produce wheat fruit.





22.	To make production the criteria by which a person enters the millennium misinterprets the parable of the wheat and tares.








Six Indications in the Parable of the Wheat and Tares That This Parable Relates to Israel





 1.	The term “children of the kingdom” is used in Matthew to refer to Israel.  (Matthew 8:11-12)





Matthew 8:11-12


11	And I say unto you, That many shall come from the east and west, and shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven. 


12	But the children of the kingdom shall be cast out into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.   (KJV)





Note:  The “children of the kingdom” refers to Jews who were the recipients of the prophecies, and thus, the original heirs of the kingdom are, here, told that without true faith mere race is not sufficient qualification for Christ’s kingdom.





 2.	The judgment outlined in this parable relates to the time when God will again be dealing with Israel as a nation, that is at the end of the age of Israel, namely, the Tribulation period.





 3.	The wheat and the tares grow together until the judgment, but the church will be raptured before the Tribulation begins.





 4.	The judgment that falls upon the tares comes through the angels before the wheat is rewarded, so that the chronology here depicts the removal of the tares so that only the wheat is left.





 5.	The millennial kingdom is set up immediately after this judgment.





 6.	The church is never judged to determine who will enter into the kingdom and who will be excluded.





Note:  The fact that false sowing occurs in the Church Age does not alter the fact that the focus of the parable of the wheat and tares is the Tribulation period.








WHAT DOES THE PARABLE OF THE WHEAT AND TARES TEACH?





 1.	When Jesus comes to establish His kingdom on earth unbelieving Jews will be judged and will be cast into hell.





 2.	Only those who are true believers will be gathered physically alive into the millennial kingdom.





 3.	This judgment occurs when Christ comes to earth after the Great Tribulation rather than at the rapture of the church when the Church Age unbelievers are left undisturbed, according to the pretribulational rapture interpretation.
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