PARABLE #3





The Parable of the Mustard Seed





(Matthew 13:31-32)





13:31	Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is like to a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and sowed in his field: (KJV)





13:31	He presented another parable to them, saying, "The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and sowed in his field; (NAS)


13:31	He told them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his field. (NIV)


13:31	Here is another of his illustrations: "The Kingdom of Heaven is like a tiny mustard seed planted in a field. (TLB)








13:32	Which indeed is the least of all seeds: but when it is grown, it is the greatest among herbs, and becometh a tree, so that the birds of the air come and lodge in the branches thereof. (KJV)





13:32	and this is smaller than all {other} seeds; but when it is full grown, it is larger than the garden plants, and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and nest in its branches." (NAS)


13:32	Though it is the smallest of all your seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and perch in its branches." (NIV)


13:32	It is the smallest of all seeds but becomes the largest of plants, and grows into a tree where birds can come and find shelter." (TLB)








The Time Period of the Parable of the Sower





 1.	The parable of the mustard seed covers the Age of Israel, both pre-Church Age and Tribulation Period, and focuses on the fact that during this period "not all Israel is Israel."  (Romans 9:6)





Romans 9:6


6	Not as though the word of God hath taken none effect. For they are not all Israel, which are of Israel:  (KJV)





	Pentecost	rapture	              second advent


x______________x____________Church Age_______________x(________Tribulation______)x


John's ministry





 2.	All of Israel (every Jew) was related to God by physical birth.





 3.	However, not every Jew was saved, hence, the meaning of the statement, "Not all Israel is Israel.





"Not all Israel (those related to God by physical birth) are Israel (those related to God by physical birth, but also saved)."





 5.	Sometimes these two groups are referred to as the "physical seed of Israel" and the "spiritual seed of Israel."





 4.	See Diagram A
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The Interpretation of This Parable





 1.	This parable includes the following:





A.	a grain of mustard seed.


B.	a sower.


C.	birds.


D.	abnormal growth of the mustard seed into a tree.





 2.	The grain of mustard seed represents Judaism during the Age of Israel.





 3.	The sower is not important to the interpretation of THIS parable.  (The idea, here, is that if a mustard seed is going to be planted, it has to be planted by someone.  At this point, who does the planting is not important.  What is important is that the seed has to get into the ground before it can grow.)





 4.	The birds in the parable of the sower represented that which was antagonistic to the plan of God, and consistency would demand that “the birds” of the parable of the mustard seed be so interpreted here.





 5	The abnormal growth of the mustard seed into a tree represents religious Judaism, namely, Judaism whose adherents are unbelievers rather than spiritual during the Age of Israel.





A.	Religious Judaism is characterized by abnormal growth.





B.	Judaism should have been comprised only of adherents who were truly born-again people.





C.	However, religious Judaism includes those who practice God’s program for that period of the Age of Israel during which they live, but without being born-again.





 6.	The parable of the mustard seed teaches that that which was to be an herb will become a tree -- it will develop into a monstrosity.





A.	Judaism becomes a monstrosity.





B.	The monster is created by the fact that Judaism will include multitudes of people who will outwardly practice God’s program during the Age of Israel, but they will not be born again.





C.	It is those people who practice God’s program without being born-again that make Judaism a monster.





 7.	The monstrosity becomes a resting place for birds.





A	Birds represent anyone or anything that is antagonistic to God’s true plan and purpose during the Age of Israel.





B.	This parable teaches that during the Age of Israel, Judaism will provide a comfort zone for those who are truly antagonistic to the plan and purpose of God during the Age of Israel.





1)	The pre-Church Age period of the Age of Israel:  this period included many who opposed the plan and purpose of God for that period.  (This was the period in which Jesus was crucified by those antagonistic to God’s plan.)





2)	The entire period of the Tribulation:  this period will include many who will oppose the plan and purpose of God for this period.  (study the work of the Anti-christ during this period.)





 8.	Concerning corruption during the Age of Israel:





A.	Opposition to the plan and purpose of God during this period will come from religious Judaism.





B.	This parable teaches that enlarged Judaism has become inwardly corrupt.





C.	Inward corruption characterizes the Age of Israel.





WHAT DOES THE PARABLE OF THE MUSTARD SEED TEACH?





The parable of the mustard seed teaches that during the Age of Israel religious Judaism will grow to abnormal proportions and Judaism will consist predominantly of Jews who are antagonistic to the plan and purpose of God.
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