PARABLE #6





The Parable of the Pearl of Great Price





(Matthew 13:45-46)





13:45	Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant man, seeking goodly pearls: (KJV)





13:45	"Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking fine pearls, (NAS)


13:45	"Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. (NIV)


13:45	"Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like a pearl merchant on the lookout for choice pearls. (TLB)








13:46	Who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had, and bought it. (KJV)





13:46	and upon finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had, and bought it. (NAS)


13:46	When he found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it. (NIV)


13:46	He discovered a real bargain-- a pearl of great value-- and sold everything he owned to purchase it! (TLB)








The Time Period of This Parable





1.	The parable of the hidden treasure covers the period of the Age of Israel.





	Pentecost	rapture	Tribulation


x__Age of Israel__x____________Church Age_________________x(_______________________)x


	second advent





 2.	The Age of Israel includes the following two periods:





A.	From the giving of the Mosaic Law unto the day Pentecost 30 A.D.





B.	The entire period of the Tribulation.





Several Facts About This Parable





 1.	This parable includes the following:





A.	a merchantman.


B.	one pearl of great price.


C.	a purchase.





 2.	The merchantman is Christ.





 3.	The pearl of great price is the truly born-again believers during the Age of Israel.





 4.	The purchase is Christ paying the debt for all truly born-again believers during the Age of Israel--both pre-Church Age and post-Church Age Israel.  The purchase price was the blood of Christ.





Interpreting the Parable of the Pearl of Great Price





 1.	Christ will acquire the truly born-again believers from the Age of Israel at the second advent.





 2.	As a pearl is born through injury to the oyster, the truly born-again believers from the Age of Israel are born through injury to Christ on the cross.





 3.	Saved Israel, as a nation of saved people, like the pearl, is formed by a gradual process throughout the entire Age of Israel.





WHAT DOES THIS PARABLE TEACH?





The parable of the pearl of great price teaches that saved Israel is the pearl purchased on Calvary’s cross by God who became man.
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