PARABLE #7





The Parable of the Dragnet





(Matthew 13:47-50)





13:47	Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, that was cast into the sea, and gathered of every kind: (KJV)





13:47	"Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet cast into the sea, and gathering {fish} of every kind; (NAS)


13:47	"Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let down into the lake and caught all kinds of fish. (NIV)


13:47	"Again, the Kingdom of Heaven can be illustrated by a fisherman-- he casts a net into the water and gathers in fish of every kind, valuable and worthless. (TLB)








13:48	Which, when it was full, they drew to shore, and sat down, and gathered the good into vessels, but cast the bad away. (KJV)





13:48	and when it was filled, they drew it up on the beach; and they sat down, and gathered the good {fish} into containers, but the bad they threw away. (NAS)


13:48	When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up on the shore. Then they sat down and collected the good fish in baskets, but threw the bad away. (NIV)


13:48	When the net is full, he drags it up onto the beach and sits down and sorts out the edible ones into crates and throws the others away. (TLB)








13:49	So shall it be at the end of the world: the angels shall come forth, and sever the wicked from among the just, (KJV)





13:49	"So it will be at the end of the age; the angels shall come forth, and take out the wicked from among the righteous, (NAS)


13:49	This is how it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come and separate the wicked from the righteous (NIV)


13:49	That is the way it will be at the end of the world-- the angels will come and separate the wicked people from the godly, (TLB)








13:50	And shall cast them into the furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. (KJV)





13:50	and will cast them into the furnace of fire; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. (NAS)


13:50	and throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. (NIV)


13:50	casting the wicked into the fire; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. (TLB)








The Time Period of This Parable





1.	The parable of the dragnet focuses on the Tribulation Period.





	Pentecost	rapture	Tribulation


x__Age of Israel__x____________Church Age_________________x(_______________________)x


	second advent





2.	The time period of the dragnet runs from the rapture to the second advent.





The Interpretation of This Parable





 1.	This parable includes the following:





A.	a net.


B.	a sea.


C.	the good.


D.	the bad.


E.	vessels.





 2.	The “net” indicates a gathering together of people.





 3.	The “sea” indicates a gathering of Gentiles gathered together for judgment.





 4.	The “good” represents Gentile believers during the Tribulation.





 5.	The “bad” represents Gentile unbelievers during the Tribulation.





 6.	The “vessels” represent the millennial kingdom.





The Tribulation Ends in Judgment





 1.	This judgment focuses on Gentile nations, since the net is cast into the sea.  (Matthew 13:47)





A.	Both “land” and “sea” are prophecy terms.





1)	The word “land” is associated with Israel.





2)	The word “sea” is associated with Gentiles.





 2.	This judgment upon Gentiles is in contrast to the judgment upon Israel depicted in the parable of the wheat and tares.





 3.	The Tribulation’s unsaved Gentiles will be excluded from the millennial kingdom.





 4.	The Tribulation’s saved Gentiles, here, called the righteous, will be allowed to enter the millennial kingdom.





 5.	The judgment at the end of the Tribulation is referred to as the baptism of fire.





�
TEACHING OF THE SEVEN PARABLES SUMMARIZED








 1.	There will be a sowing of the Word throughout the Age of Israel.





 2.	The true sowing will be imitated by a false sowing.





 3.	Religious Israel will assume a large outer proportion.





 4.	Religious Israel will be marked by inner doctrinal corruption.





 5.	The Lord will gain for Himself a peculiar treasure which is the nation of Israel.





 6.	The Lord will acquire for Himself the saved from among Israel.





 7.	The Age of Israel will end in judgment with the unrighteous excluded from the millennial kingdom and the righteous taken into the millennial kingdom to enjoy the blessing of Messiah’s reign.
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