DANIEL CHAPTER 7





INTRODUCTION





Chapter two of the book of Daniel was the first of two prophetic outlines of the Gentile empires which would rule over Israel, called in Scripture “the times of the Gentiles.”  Chapter two is the view of the course of world empire from man’s perspective, while here in chapter seven we get a second prophetic outline of the same period as viewed from the Divine viewpoint.  The Scriptures reveal that from the time of Daniel until the time when Jerusalem shall be given freedom from Gentile dominion at the second advent of Christ there will be four great empires which will rise and fall.  In chapter two we saw those four empires as an attractive glorious image.  In chapter seven they are seen as four wild voracious beasts, which devour and destroy all before them and are therefore worthy of judgment.





  I.	The first beast.





A.	Daniel 7:4  "The first {was} like a lion and had {the} wings of an eagle. I kept looking until its wings were plucked, and it was lifted up from the ground and made to stand on two feet like a man; a human mind also was given to it. 





B.	The first beast, as did the golden head in the image in chapter 2, represents the Babylonian empire (626 b.c. to 539 b.c.).





C.	In the beginning it was strong and powerful like a lion, but it lost its strength.





D.	Eventhough it had a man’s heart it was still a beast.





 II.	The second beast.





A.	Daniel 7: 5  "And behold, another beast, a second one, resembling a bear. And it was raised up on one side, and three ribs {were} in its mouth between its teeth; and thus they said to it, `Arise, devour much meat!' 





B.	The bear stands for the Medo-Persian empire (539 b.c. to 331 b.c.) as did the chest and arms of silver on the image in chapter two.





C.	Being raised up on one side signified the Persian element was stronger that that of the Medes.





D.	The bear had three ribs in its mouth, because Susiana, Lydia and Asia Minor had been conquered by this power.





�
III.	The third beast.





A.	Daniel 7: 6  "After this I kept looking, and behold, another one, like a leopard, which had on its back four wings of a bird; the beast also had four heads, and dominion was given to it. 





B.	The leopard, with four wings and four heads, is the picture of the Graeco-Macedonian empire (331 b.c. to 63 a.d.), corresponding to the thighs of brass in the image of chapter two.





C.	The empire’s swiftness if represented by the four wings and the four heads represent the partition of the empire into the kingdoms of Syria, Egypt, Macedonia and Asia Minor.





IV.	The fourth beast.





A.	Daniel 7: 7-8  "After this I kept looking in the night visions, and behold, a fourth beast, dreadful and terrifying and extremely strong; and it had large iron teeth. It devoured and crushed, and trampled down the remainder with its feet; and it was different from all the beasts that were before it, and it had ten horns.  8  "While I was contemplating the horns, behold, another horn, a little one, came up among them, and three of the first horns were pulled out by the roots before it; and behold, this horn possessed eyes like the eyes of a man, and a mouth uttering great {boasts.} 





B.	The fourth beast represents the Roman Empire (63 a.d. to 476 a.d.) as did the legs of iron on the image in chapter two.





C.	Just as in the prophecy in chapter two, the final form of Gentile power is to exist in a union of ten kings and their kingdoms represented by the ten horns.





D.	From among those ten kingdoms will come one individual who will have control over the whole dominion of the ten kings.





E.	Three of the kings are overthrown as this one individual is gaining his authority.





F.	This final authority over the empire is wielded by one who is marked by blasphemy, hatred of God’s people, disregard for established law and order, who will continue for three and one-half years   


	Daniel 7: 24  `As for the ten horns, out of this kingdom ten kings will arise; and another will arise after them, and he will be different from the previous ones and will subdue three kings.  25  `And he will speak out against the Most High and wear down the saints of the Highest One, and he will intend to make alterations in times and in law; and they will be given into his hand for a time, times, and half a time. 





�
G.	This final form of world power will have world-wide influence.  


	Daniel 7: 23  "Thus he said: `The fourth beast will be a fourth kingdom on the earth, which will be different from all the {other} kingdoms, and it will devour the whole earth and tread it down and crush it. 





H.	In the final verses we do see that this world power will be destroyed by the return of Jesus Christ at the second advent.


	Daniel 7: 22  until the Ancient of Days came, and judgment was passed in favor of the saints of the Highest One, and the time arrived when the saints took possession of the kingdom.   ..26  `But the court will sit {for judgment,} and his dominion will be taken away, annihilated and destroyed forever.   27  `Then the sovereignty, the dominion, and the greatness of {all} the kingdoms under the whole heaven will be given to the people of the saints of the Highest One; His kingdom {will be} an everlasting kingdom, and all the dominions will serve and obey Him.' 





