THE DIVINE PURPOSE IN THE CHURCH AGE








 1.	The Age of Israel, in which the purpose of God for Israel is stated in the covenants into which God entered and by which He is bound, closes with those purposes unrealized.





 2.	After the death of Christ, God instituted a new divine program, not to replace the program for Israel, but to interrupt that divinely covenanted program.





 3.	This new program is anticipated by the Lord in His upper room discourse in John thirteen to sixteen and becomes actual after the advent of,-the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. 





 4.	The Jerusalem council (Acts 15:14) announced that "God at the first did visit the Gentiles, to take out of them a people for his name."





 5.	The "taking out of a people" thus constitutes God's Church Age program.





 6.	This people constitutes the church which is referred to in many different terms:





the body of which He is the head (Ephesians 1: 22-23)


 the bride of which He is the bridegroom (Ephesians 5:25-27, 32)


the branch of which He is the supporting vine (John 15: 1)


the flock of which He is the Shepherd (John 10: 7-27)


the temple of which He is the cornerstone (Ephesians 2:19-22; 1 Peter 2:5)


the ministering priests of which He is the high priest (1 Peter 2:5-9)


the new creation of which He is the head and the first fruits (1 Corinthians15:45)





 7.	The reason for this calling out is stated in Ephesians 2:7, "That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Jesus Christ."





 8.	Ephesians 2:7 restated:  The divine purpose in the outcalling of the church is to display the infinite grace of God throughout all eternity.


