THE LAST DAYS OF THE CHURCH AGE

Since the church is given the hope of an imminent return of Christ, there can be no signs given to the church regarding when the rapture will occur.  However, there are certain revelations concerning the conditions within the church at the end of the church age and these conditions center around a system of denials.

THERE IS A DENIAL OF CHRIST:  1 John 2:18

18
Children, it is the last hour; and just as you heard that antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have arisen; from this we know that it is the last hour. (NAS)

THERE IS A DENIAL OF THE FAITH:  1 Timothy 4:1-2

1
But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons, 

2
by means of the hypocrisy of liars seared in their own conscience as with a branding iron, (NAS)

THERE IS A DENIAL OF SOUND DOCTRINE:  2 Timothy 4:3-4

3
For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but {wanting} to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires; 

4
and will turn away their ears from the truth, and will turn aside to myths. (NAS)

THERE IS A DENIAL OF CHRISTIAN LIBERTY:  1 Timothy 4:1 cp. 4:3-4

1
But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times . . .

3
{men} who forbid marriage {and advocate} abstaining from foods, which God has created to be gratefully shared in by those who believe and know the truth. 

4
For everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected, if it is received with gratitude; (NAS)

THERE IS A DENIAL OF THE POWER OF GODLINESS:  2 Timothy 3:5

1
But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come. 

5
holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its power; and avoid such men as these. (NAS)

5
Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away. (KJV)

5
having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with them. (NIV)

5
holding the form of religion but denying the power of it. Avoid such people. (RSV)

5
They will go to church, yes, but they won't really believe anything they hear. Don't be taken in by people like that. (TLB)

THERE IS A DENIAL OF GODLINESS:  Jude 1:17-18

17
But you, beloved, ought to remember the words that were spoken beforehand by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ,

18
that they were saying to you, "In the last time there shall be mockers, following after their own ungodly lusts." (NAS)

THERE IS A DENIAL OF MORALITY:  2 Timothy 3:1-7

1
But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come. 

2
For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, 

3
unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good, 

4
treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God; 

5
holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its power; and avoid such men as these. 

6
For among them are those who enter into households and captivate weak women weighed down with sins, led on by various impulses, 

7
always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. (NAS)

