PALESTINE IN THE MILLENNIUM

(Things to Come, J.D. Pentecost, p.509)

Because the covenants made with Israel guaranteed them the possession of the land, which is fully realized in the millennial age, Palestine figures largely in the prophetic Scriptures.

A number of essential facts concerning the land itself are presented in the prophecies.

 1.
Palestine will become the particular inheritance of Israel.  (Ezekiel 36:8, 12; 47:22-23; Zechariah 8:12)  This is essential to fulfill Israel’s covenants.

 2.
The land will be greatly enlarged in comparison to its former area.  (Isaiah 26:15; 33:17; Obadiah 17-21; Micah 7:14)  For the first time Israel will possess all the land promised to Abraham (Genesis 15:18-21).

 3.
The topography of the land will be altered.  (Isaiah 33:10-11; Ezekiel 47:1-12; Joel 3:18; Zechariah 4:7; 14:4, 8, 10)  Instead of the mountainous terrain which characterizes Palestine today, a great fertile plain will come into existence at the second advent of Messiah (Zechariah 14:4) so that Palestine will truly be “beautiful for situation”(Psalm 48:2).  This changed topography will permit the river to flow out from the city of Jerusalem and divide to the seas to water the land (Ezekiel 47:1-12). 

 4.
There will be renewed fertility and productivity in the land.  (Isaiah 29:17; 32:15; 35:1-7; 51:3; 55:13; 62:8-9; Jeremiah 31:27-28; Ezekiel 34:27; 36:29-35; Joel 3:18; Amos 9:13)  Then the plowman will overtake the reaper because of the productivity of the land.

 5.
There will be an abundance of rainfall.  (Isaiah 30:23-25; 35:6-7; 41:17-18; 49:10; Ezekiel 34:26; Zechariah 10:1; Joel 2:23-24)  Throughout the Old Testament the rain was a sign of God’s blessing and approval and the absence of rain a sign of God’s disapproval and judgment.  The abundance of rain on the earth will be a sign of God’s blessing in that day.

 6.
The land will be reconstructed after being ravaged during the tribulation period.  (Isaiah 32:16-18; 49:19; 61:4-5 Ezekiel 36:33-38; 39:9; Amos 9:14-15)  The remnants of destruction will be removed that the earth may be clean again.

 7.
Palestine will be redistributed among the twelve tribes of Israel.  In Ezekiel 48:1-29 this redistribution is outlined.

