RAPTURE:  Doctrine of

 1.
Definition and description:

A.
The act of being transported (earth to heaven); emotional ecstasy (because of the resurrection body); technical: the resurrection of the royal family of God, i. e., Church Age believers.

B.
The rapture is the second phase of the first (1st) resurrection.

C.
Christ is resurrected, ascended, and seated at the right hand of the Father as a part of the strategic victory of the angelic conflict.

D.
This is known as our Lord’s battlefield royalty.  This is the only royalty in which our Lord did not have a royal family.  As divine royalty, His divine family is the Father and the Holy Spirit.  As Jewish royalty He has a large family.  As battlefield royalty, He had no family at the beginning.  Therefore, the Age of Israel was halted, the Church Age inaugurated in order to establish the royal family of God.

E.
The royal family of God is completed and immediately the Church is resurrected as the Body of Christ to become the Bride of Christ.

F.
The Church Age is that period of human history when Christ’s royal family is being formed on earth.  Ephesians 1:22-23; 2:16; 4:4-5; Colossians 1:18; 1:24; 2:19.

G.
When the Body is complete, or the royal family formed, the rapture of the royal family, or the resurrection of the Church occurs.  1 Thessalonians 4:15-18; 1 Corinthians 15:51-58.

H.
During the conclusion of the Age of Israel, known as the Tribulation, the Bride is prepared in heaven by receiving a resurrection body like that of the Lord Jesus.  Then after receiving the resurrection body, the next item on the agenda is the great genuflex and the acknowledgment of the royalty of Christ.  Then the efficiency rating will be given at the Bema Seat of Christ.  This efficiency rating that destroys human good and rewards advance to maturity, i. e., SGA, SGB, USG2, is known as the judgment seat of Christ.

 2.
The promise of the rapture:  John 14:1-3.

 3.
The imminency of the rapture:

A.
Imminency means impending or something that threatens to occur immediately.

B.
Here, technical for the fact that no prophecy of Scripture has to be fulfilled before the rapture occurs.  1 Corinthians 1:4-9; Titus 2:13; James 5:7-8.

C.
The second advent is not imminent.

 4.
The rapture is designed by God to give Church Age believers a resurrection body forever.  1 Corinthians 15:50-53; Philippians 3:20-21; 1 John 3:1-2.

5.
The first item on the agenda after the rapture is the great genuflex in the sky (a salute to the Lord).  The entire royal family of God in resurrection bodies will acknowledge the battlefield royalty of Jesus Christ during the big genuflex and in resurrection bodies the entire royal family of God will identify Him as Prince Ruler, as King of Kings and Lord of Lords.

A.
The big genuflex is the royal family of God’s glorification of the Father’s plan.

B.
The big genuflex is the royal family of God’s recognition of the authority of the one who will give the efficiency rating.

C.
The big genuflex is that moment after the rapture when the royal family of God makes formal acknowledgment of the Lord Jesus Christ as the only authority over the Church.

 6.
Characteristics of the rapture:

A.
Cognizance of and application of doctrine of the rapture provides stability for the royal family of God in time:  1 Corinthians 15:58.

B.
The rapture takes the sting out of death.  1 Corinthians 15:54-56.

C.
The rapture removes hysteria and helplessness of bereavement:  1 Thessalonians 4:13-15.

D.
The rapture is the source of comfort during times of bereavement:  1 Thessalonians 4:15-18.

 7.
The rapture is a part of ultimate sanctification:  Ephesians  5:26-27.

 8.
The rapture is the basis for confidence:  Titus 2:13; Philippians 1:6; 1 Peter 1:3.

 9.
The rapture and reward:  Philippians 2:16.

10.
Chronology of the rapture:

A.
Rapture of the Church:  1 Corinthians 15; 1 Thessalonians 4.

B.
Big genuflex:  Philippians 2:9-11.

C.
Efficiency rating at the Bema Seat of Christ:  Romans 5:10; 2 Corinthians 5:10.

D.
Bride returns with Christ at second advent:  1 Thessalonians 3:13.

E.
Manifestation of the Bride to the world:  Colossians 3:4.

F.
Operation Footstool:  Psalms 110:1; Zechariah 13:2; Colossians 2:15; 1 Corinthians 15:24-25.

G.
Coronation of the Groom:  Revelation 19:6.

H.
Wedding Supper of the Lamb:  Revelation 19:7-9.
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