THE WORD OF GOD REGARDING THE FIRST ADVENT





Introduction





I have a great concern that most of what constitutes our Christmas holiday has nothing to do with the true meaning of Christmas.  And of equally great concern to me is the fact that most Christians are so caught up in our culture that they are either don’t understand that their participation in our cultural Christmas is wrong, or they don’t believe that their participation in our cultural Christmas is wrong, or they don’t care that their participation in our cultural Christmas is wrong.





Just how low have we sunk in our country?





Listen to the following article dated Friday, December 20, 2002.


Harp, the angels sing


By FISH GRIWKOWSKY�Edmonton Sun


"It's kind of a humbugger," Rusty Reed explains of his Santa Ain't Comin' party tonight at Parkview hall.  ��He is the humbugger helper, then, this harmonica howler, throwing an anti-Christmas party that nonetheless subscribes to charity.  Besides the advocacy, it's the big fat greedy rest of Christmas our Rusty has no time for.  ��"Everywhere you turn, somebody's trying to make a buck," he says of the season.  "Christmas is not only Dec.  25, it's Jan.  1, Feb.  1, March 1 and the rest of the year, trying to get out of the financial bite of Christmas.  I love the fact of all the Christmas charities and bureaus around this time of year, but their timing has to do with something arbitrary.  What's wrong with Christmas, to answer your question, is the kids who are excited to hear all these things their buddies are getting while these inner-city kids get [explitive ].  ��"The money-grubbing stores, sucking the buck, the greed - what are these kids learning? I believe there are more people unhappy around Christmas than there are happy.  As a blues guy, I like to take that weight off." ��During his straight-ahead, mutant-reindeer-free blues performance tonight, there will be a 50-50 draw, half of the money going to the needier side of town, where the blues means more.  The other half, of course, you could always win and flip to charity yourself.  ��"That's what Christmas is about, giving to people, not riding around in your $100,000 BMW showing off your $12,000 gold bracelet.  ��"Look,'' Reed continues, "I believe Edmonton is a city of great compassion, and there's something for everyone ...  except for a party where they can go to during the Christmas season that has nothing to do with the trappings of Christmas.'' ��Mr.  Reed, who was on the radio yesterday telling people to be careful what they say to me in an interview, because I'll quote them ([explitive ] straight), is honest about the show.  ��"It was just a marketing angle for the party, I admit that.  I'm bottling and selling it.  But we are trying to do some good here and let people get away from the mall music." ��He says even the hall, at 9135 146 St., he rented needed a lot of work before it was up to his admirable standards.  ��"I went and checked it out and there were decorations everywhere.  I've got to get there early and get rid of all those before anything." ��But this all begged a bigger question.  What exactly happened to Reed that made him so down on the superficial side of Christmas? A lot of us get tired of it, but with him it's a mission.  ��"Nothing," he says.  "But I know there are people out there who will appreciate it." ��Here's to the humbugger, then.  The spiced eggnog's out, so let's raise a beer instead.  





Explanation:  Why have I read this article?  I have read it as an indicator that even those who don’t have a stated Christian commitment realize that there is something seriously wrong with the way in which Christmas is being celebrated.





I found 43 Web Sites when I searched the title “What’s Wrong with Christmas.”





Christmas Cursors for Your Computer:  candy cane; snowman; Christmas tree; Christmas lights; candle with fur branch; jumping jack; Christmas tree suddenly catches on fire; bunch of small figures decorating a tree; snow man that is melting; a house covered with snow; a snowing church scene; a man skiing downhill - going too fast; kids building a snow man - then...rebuilding it; wreath w/red ribbon.





Here's the 12 track Christmas CD you can order with your favorite Christmas songs:





Tracks:


1	Introduction�2	I'm Getting Sued By Santa Claus�3	Christmas In The Country Holiday�4	Rudolph Got A DUI�5	The Christmas Sign�6	A Gift That She Don't Want�7	Gift Emergency�8	Fruitcake Makes Me Puke�9	That's What's Wrong With Christmas�10	Here's Your Sign Christmas�11	The Bike�12	Fruitcake Makes Me Puke (Rock Version)





A List of Christmas Songs (You’ll Probably Want to Order)





"A Boy Named Santa" 


"A Cartridge in a Bare Tree" 


"A Fanboy Christmas"


"A Gift That She Don't Want”


"A Terrorist Christmas"


"Blue Christmas" 


�
"Boogie Woogie Santa Claus" 


"Bradley, The Brown-Nosed Reindeer"


"Calista Butterball Hotline"


"Calista Purges Christmas"


"Carol of the Bartenders"


"Cat Caught in a Pear Tree"


"Cat Hairballs"


"Chasin That Neon Reindeer"


"Chimney Song"


"Chipmunks Roasting on an Open Fire"


"Christmas 2001 Sucky Sucky Xmas"


"Christmas At Ground Zero" 


"Christmas in Jail"


"Christmas in the Country Holiday”


"Christmas Is Almost Here" 


"Christmas is Coming Twice This Year"


"Christmas Music is Driving Me Nuts"


"Christmas Time in Hell"


"Christmas Turkey Blues"


"Christmas With The Devil"


"Croakin' Bells"


"Deathinator"


"Deck the Halls With Parts of Charlie"


"Didn't I Get This Last Year?"


"Disco I Saw Mommy Kissing Santa Claus"


"Don't Believe in Christmas"


"Drunk Chipmunk Song"


"Frosty the Dope Man"


"Grandma Got Run Over By A Reindeer


"Grandpa Got Runned Over By A John Deere"


"Grandpa Shot a Reindeer"


"Grandpas Gonna Sue The Pants Off Of Santa"


"Granma's Getting Sick Of That Old Record"


"Gridlock Christmas"


"I Came Upon a Roadkill Deer”


"I Got a Cold For Xmas"


"I Had Sex With Santa"


"I Hate Christmas"


"I Met Santa On The Internet"


"I Saw Daddy Kissing Santa Claus"


"I Wanna A Hippopotamus For Christmas"


"I Want A Blow Up Doll For Christmas"


"I Want a Part Time Girl for Christmas"


"I Was a Teenage Reindeer"


"I Yust Go Nuts At Christmas"


"I'm Getting Sued by Santa Claus"


"It's Christmas And I Wonder Where I Am"


"It's So Chic To Be Pregnant At Christmas"


"It's the Most Fattening Time of the Year"


"Jingle Hells Bells"


"Merry Twistmas" 


"Merry Xmas I Don't Want to Fight"


"Monster Holiday LC"


"O Come All Ye Faithful Deadheads"


"Oh God I'm Santa Claus"


"Osama Got Run Over By A Reindeer"


"Randolph the Brown Nosed Reindeer"


"Red Nosed Reindeer Blues"


"Redneck 12 Days of Christmas"


"Reindeer Boogie"


"Relatives Are Coming to Town"


"Rock and Roll Xmas"


"Rudolph Got a DUI"


"Santa and the Purple People Eater"


"Santa Claus and His Old Lady"


"Santa Claus is Foolin' Around"


"Santa Doesn't Cop Out on Dope"


"Santa Got a DWI"


"Santa Got Lost in Texas"


"Santa's Gonna Come in a Pickup Truck"


"Santa, Welcome To The Modern World"


"Schlepp The Halls with Loaves of Hallah"


"Schwarzenegger Christmas"


"The Inexcelsis Polka"


"The Lonely Jew on Christmas"


"The Man With All the Toys" 


"The Night Santa Went Crazy"


"The Second Noel"


"The Twelve Days of Christmas"


"The Twelve Pack of Christmas"


"The Twelve Pains Of Christmas"


"The Twelve Steps Of Christmas"


"Tis The Season To Make Money"


"To Heck With Ole Santa Claus"


"Trailer Trash Barbie"


"Twelve Arabian Nights"


"Twisted Chipmunk Song"


"What If Santa Was One Of Us"


"Who Let the Reindeer Out"


"Wreck The Halls With Boughs Of Holly"


"Wreck The Malls"





A GAME:  “What's Wrong With Christmas”


On a table or tray place a number of Christmas-type objects, such as candy canes, bell, spring of holly, ornament, etc.  Through these scatter a number of objects which are not a part of Christmas, such as a Halloween mask, green shamrock, red heart, hard boiled egg, etc.  Cover all objects until time to play the game, then remove the cover and give the boys two minutes to look at all the objects. Re-cover the objects and give all a pencil and paper.  Ask them to write down all non-Christmas objects.  The one who remembers the most "out of place" objects is the winner





Well, let’s ask the question:  “Just what is Christmas really all about,” and then let’s answer that by looking at several passages of Scripture.





JUST WHAT IS CHRISTMAS REALLY ALL ABOUT?





Isaiah 7:14  Therefore the LORD Himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a Son, and shall call His Name Immanuel





Isaiah 9:6-7


6	For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given: and the government shall be upon His shoulder: and His Name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, The Prince Of Peace.


7	Of the increase of His government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his Kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with Judgment and with Justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.





John 1:1, 3, 14


1	In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God…


3	All things were made by Him; and without Him was not any thing made that was made... 


14	And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the Only Begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth





1Timothy 3:16  And without controversy great is the mystery of Godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory





Haggai 2:7  And I will shake all nations, and the Desire Of All Nations shall come: and I will fill this house with glory, saith the LORD of Hosts





Psalm 2:7  I will declare the decree: the LORD hath said unto Me, Thou art My Son; this day have I begotten Thee





Luke 2:11  For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the LORD 





Matthew 2:6  And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the least among the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule My people Israel.





Micah 5:2  But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall He come forth unto Me that is to be Ruler in Israel; Whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.





Luke 1:30-32


30	And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God.


31	And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a Son, and shalt call His Name JESUS. 


32	He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the LORD God shall give unto Him the throne of His father David 





Luke 1:33-35


33	And He shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of His Kingdom there shall be no end. 


34	Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a man? 


35	And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the Power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that Holy Thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God





Galatians 4:4  But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth His Son, made of a woman, made under the Law





Philippians 2:7-8


7	But [Jesus] made Himself of no reputation, and took upon Him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 


8	And being found in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of The Cross 





Hebrews 2:14  Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, He [Jesus] also Himself likewise took part of the same; that through death He might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil.





1John 4:2  Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God 





Hebrews 2:16-17


16	For verily He took not on Him the nature of angels; but He took on Him the seed of Abraham. 


17	Wherefore in all things it behoved Him to be made like unto His brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people





Luke 2:1, 4-5.


1	And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be taxed... 


4	And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; because he was of the house and lineage of David: 


5	To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with Child 





Luke 2:6-7


6	And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered. 


7	And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling clothes, and laid Him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn





Luke 2:8,10


8	And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night... 


10	And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.





Luke 2:12  And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the Babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger 





Luke 2:14  Glory to God in the highest, and on Earth peace, good will toward men 





Luke 2:15-16


15	And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into Heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which the LORD hath made known unto us. 


16	And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a manger





John 7:42  Hath not the Scripture said, That Christ cometh of the seed of David, and out of the town of Bethlehem, where David was?





Matthew 1:16  And Jacob begat Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, Who is called Christ 





Luke 3:22-23


22	And the Holy Ghost descended in a bodily shape like a dove upon Him, and a voice came from Heaven, Which said, Thou art My Beloved Son; in Thee I am well pleased.


23	And Jesus Himself began to be about thirty years of age, being as was supposed the son of Joseph, which was the son of Heli 





Matthew 1:18  Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as His mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with Child of the Holy Ghost 





Matthew 1:25  And knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn Son: and he called His Name JESUS 





Matthew 2:2  Where is He that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen His star in the east, and are come to worship Him





Romans 1:3  Concerning His Son Jesus Christ our LORD, which was made of the seed of David according to the flesh 





Hebrews 1:6  And again, when He bringeth in the Firstbegotten into the world, He saith, And let all the angels of God worship Him 
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