REDEEMING THE TIME


or


MAKING THE MOST OF YOUR TIME








Text:  Eph. 5:15,16; Col. 4:5





Ephesians 5:15 See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise,


Ephesians 5:16 Redeeming   (   ecagorazomenoi :  nom. pl. masc. p.m.p.  ecagorazw   )   the time, because the days are evil.





Colossians 4:5  Walk in wisdom toward them that are without, redeeming (   ecagorazomenoi :  nom. pl. masc. p.m.p.  ecagorazw ) the time.





Introduction





Redeeming the time.  Redeeming the time.  Redeeming the time.  What in the world does "redeeming the time" mean?  To answer this question, we must appeal to the original language.





The word "redeeming," in both Ephesians 5:16 and Colossians 4:5, are exactly the same Greek word.  They are the nominative plural, masculine, present middle participle of the verb ecagorazw.  





The important thing to note here is the difference between the active meaning and the passive meaning of this verb.





In the active voice, this verb means "to buy back something from someone."





In the middle voice, this verb means "to make the most of" something.





Since in our passage this word is in the middle voice, it means "to make the most of" one's time--to make the MOST of one's time.





When Paul wrote these two verses, he was thinking that the rapture was just around the corner.  For this reason, he taught the Christians of his generation to "make the MOST of" their time.





There may be other reasons why a believer should "make the MOST of his/her time."





A.	Perhaps you are reaching the twilight years of your life. To put it bluntly, you don't have any time left to waste.





	B.	Who can assure us that the rapture will not occur before the week is over?





	C.	Perhaps you understand that these are evil times in which we live.





You see, we are not here this week "to buy back" anything.


We are here this week "to make the MOST of" the time that God has given us.





How can each of us "make the MOST of" our time this week?





Body of the Message





We can begin to "make the MOST of" this week if we are willing to acknowledge the following truths:





 1.	The "time" that needs redeemed is a part of human history.





 2.	Human history exists only because of the angelic conflict.





 3.	Every human being has been enlisted in the angelic conflict from the moment of his/her physical birth.





 4.	Arkansas Youth Camp is about human beings, and human beings are the focal point of Arkansas Youth Camp.





 5.	Therefore, you can go to the bank with the fact that the angelic conflict will be raging at Camp Beaverfork this week if there is any attempt "to redeem the time," that is, "make the MOST of" our time.





 6.	Making the most of our time!  What doesn't it mean?  It doesn't mean . . .





�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	making up for lost time.


�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	having the best time possible.


�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	boy meets girl.


�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	can't wait to come back next year.





 7.	Making the MOST of our time means to make the spiritual MOST out of every second of every day.  It means to make every moment count for Christ.  It means to make no time allowance for our three adversaries--the world, the flesh and the devil.  It means making your thoughts, your speech and your actions behind this camps closed doors no different from your thoughts, your speech and your actions while you walk among the campers.


	


Let me pause long enough to make some general observations about our coming week:





 1.	This week has been divinely ordained by God and has been in the computer of divine decrees since eternity past.





 2.	This week is a divine encounter with the lives and destinies of scores of this nations teenagers.





 3.	These children are coming from all kinds of backgrounds.





	A.	Some will come from Christian backgrounds.


	B.	Some will come from non�Christian homes.


	C.	Some will be saved and have momentum in the Christian life.


	D.	Some will be saved, but won't have a clue about what the Christian way of life demands.


E.	And yet others will be lost, separated from the only Savior, dead in trespasses and sin, aliented from the life of God, headed for hell, the Great White Throne judgment, and eventually eternal condemnation in the Lake of Fire.





 4.	Brethren, parents from all over this country will have entrusted their child or their children to us for this week.





 5.	And this is a Christian camp.





	A.	It's not a 4H Camp that focuses on farm life.


	B.	It's not a coaches clinic that focuses on some sport.


	C.	It's not a cheeleaders camp that focuses on cheerleading.


	D.	It's not a John Birch Society camp that focuses on politics.


	E.	It's not a band camp that focuses on parade marching.





 6.	This is a Christian camp and only when the focus is on Jesus Christ, His life, His Word and His service will we "make the most of" our time this week.





Now, to the staffers and counselors I want to say:





 1.	This week's children have been committed into your care, and what you provide for them will either help them "make the MOST of" their time, or what you provide for them will only be a WASTE of their time.





 2.	Might I say that you are not their buddy, and you are not one of their peers.  Let me repeat that.  You are not their buddy, and you are not one of their peers.





A.	You may be a friend, but you are vitally more than that. You are their leaders, and leaders lead by example.





1.	These children will be watching what you do.


2.	They will be listening to what you say.


3.	And before the week is over, they will know what you think.


4.	And if they don't learn from you to do like Jesus does, and talk like Jesus talks, and think like Jesus thinks, you have wasted both your time and their time, instead of "making the MOST of your own time and leading them to "make the most of" their time.





B.	I think there is a common misunderstanding among many adults who work with young people, and therefore, I want to caution you about something, and the caution is this:





You don't have to be a child, 


and you don't have to think like a child, 


and you don't have to act like a child


to reach a child for Jesus Christ.





Listen to the Apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 13:11 . . .





"When I was a child, 


I spake as a child, 


I understood as a child, 


I thought as a child: 


but when I became a man, 


I put away childish things."





C.	Our youth camp has no need for its adult leaders to act like children. This camp needs for its children to grow up and act like adults, 





	and for those who might disagree, let me remind you that the doctrine of adoption teaches us that born again believers, whether they be 4 or 14 or 44 or 104, all are treated as adult sons the moment they are saved; therefore, 





	it behooves us as adults not to "dumb-ourselves-down to the level of a fool," but to "wise-our-children-up" to the experiential level of adult sons because that is the level that God already sees and treats them.  Herein, and herein alone is "time redeemed."  Herein, and herein alone do we "make the MOST of" our time.





D.	And let me remind you that it's only what we do at any given moment that counts while we are here this week.





		1)	The days will be long.


		2)	The nights will be short.


		3)	The days and nights will be hot and humid.


		4)	Plans will fail and plans will go astray.





BUT


		


1)	Every opportunity this week will be an opportunity from God.


2)	Every opportunity mishandled will be a lost opportunity.


3)	Opportunities lost can never be recovered.


4)	Therefore, I encourage you to "redeem the time," that is, "make the MOST of" your time this week.





Now, let me shift gears for just a moment.  I want to comment on what I believe to be a misconception that many of us have held for a long time, and the misconception is this:





IT'S THE MESSAGE AND NOT THE MAN.





"Time will never be redeemed" and we will never "make the MOST of" our Christian lives if we continue to operate on this principle.  





Arkansas Youth Camp will function this week with several male leaders, some of whom will be communicators, and I want to suggest that it is a misconception to operate under the principle that it's the message and not the man.  We have allowed Satan to deceive us in this matter, and for a period of time,  many of us bought the lie that it's the message and not the man.





Let me state the true principle from God's Word and then reason with you for a moment or two.  The true principle is this:  





THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNICATOR, BY HIS LIFESTYLE, VALIDATES THE SUPERNATURAL POWER REQUIRED TO LIVE A SUPERNATURAL LIFE SO THAT THE MASSES ARE WITHOUT EXCUSE FOR ANY FAIULURE TO LIVE THE CHRISTIAN WAY OF LIFE.





The shortened version goes like this.  





IT'S THE MAN, WHOSE LIFESTYLE VALIDATES THE MESSAGE.





Now, let me reason with you for just a moment, and if it's not to late at the end of a long day, let me ask you to consider the following Biblical facts:





 1.	God authorized the use of miraculous power to validate both the man and the message during the public ministry of Christ and the pre-Canon period of the church age.





 2.	So it's important for us to understand the purpose for the use of miraculous power during the public ministry of Christ and the pre-Canon period of the church age:





	IT VALIDATED BOTH THE MAN AND HIS MESSAGE.





 3.	The Christian way of life is a supernatural way of life that demands a supernatural means of execution.





 4.	God no longer uses the miraculous to validate the man and the message.





 5.	The period of the miraculous as a validator of both man and message are over; however, God is still confirming his message today, and he is confirming his message of a supernatural way of life and a supernatural means of execution first BY THE LIFESTYLE OF THE COMMUNICATOR.





Listen to the Apostle Paul's instructions to Timothy as a Pastor.





	1 Timothy 4:12 " . . . show yourself an example to them that believe."





The scenario would go like this.  Christ was an example for Paul and Paul followed the example.


Paul was an example for Timothy and Timothy is exhorted to follow the example.  Timothy is to be an example to his congregation and the congregation is to follow his example.  





The net result of all this is that Christians are called to a supernatural lifestyle and the communicator's lifestyle is the validator to the masses that such a demand is neither impossible or irrational.





The truth, dearly beloved, is that it's both the message and the man.  Our message must not only be consistent with the Word of God, it must be backed up by a lifestyle that convinces the masses of the truth that we proclaim.





CHALLENGE





Tonight, I challenge each one of you to an accountability to the Lord for your thoughts, your speech, and your actions.  It is my prayer that every thought that we have, and every word that we speak, and every act from our life will "make the MOST of" our time this week.





Thank you for your thoughtful attention this evening.





Let us pray.





___________________________________________





This message was delivered on a Sunday night to the staff of Arkansas Youth Camp in the summer of 1993.


Redeeming the Time . . .
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