THE BIRTH OF CHRIST





Text:  Luke 2:1-20



Introduction



For the past three Sundays I have been associating this Holiday season to the Person for whom it originally was intended to honor.  I will continue the series this morning by focusing on the events and circumstances surrounding the birth of Christ.  Let’s begin by looking at a prophecy that disclosed the place of Messiah’s birth.



 1.	Although Joseph and Mary lived in Nazareth, it had been prophesied that the Messiah of Israel would be born in Bethlehem.



Micah 5:2  "But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, {too} little to be among the clans of Judah, from you One will go forth for me to be ruler in Israel. His goings forth are from long ago, from the days of eternity." (NAS)



2.	Let’s learn something about this birthplace of Jesus:  Bethlehem.



A.	Its location:



1)	It is located about 5 miles south of Jerusalem.

2)	It is located on a limestone ridge of the Judean highlands.

3)	It is elevated to 2,550 feet, 100 feet higher than Jerusalem.

4)	Its location has never been disputed historically.



B.	Its name:



1)	When Jacob buried Rachel nearby, it was known as Ephrath. (Genesis. 35:19)

2)	It was called Bethlehem-Ephratah in Micah 5:2.

3)	It was called Bethlehem-judah in 1 Samuel 17:12.

4)	It was called Bethlehem of Judea in Matthew 2:1.

5)	It was called the city of David in Luke 2:4.



 3.	Some interesting thoughts about Bethlehem:



A.	Elimilech, the husband of Naomi, and the father-in-law of Ruth, was a Beth-lehemite.



B.	Boaz, was also a Beth-lehemite.



C.	King David was born in Bethlehem.



D.	David was anointed as future king by Samuel in Bethlehem.



E.	The well from which David’s three heroes brought him water is thought to still exist on the north side of the village.



F.	It was the birthplace of Jesus the Messiah.



G.	Its male children were slain by order of Herod.



 4.	Now, let’s look at the place called Nazareth from which Joseph and Mary came to Bethlehem:



A.	It was located 88 miles north of Jerusalem.



B.	This means that Nazareth was about 93 miles north of Bethlehem.



 5.	Now try to get the picture:



A.	Mary is married to Joseph.

B.	They have never been together sexually, and

C.	An angel has appeared to Mary to explain her condition, and

D.	An angel has appeared to Joseph to explain why he shouldn’t divorce his wife for fornication, and

E.	Just a few days before Mary delivers, Joseph says, . . .



“Honey, saddle up the donkey.  I think we’ll go down to Bethlehem to pay our taxes.  If we make good time, it shouldn’t take us more than three days down, and three days back.”



F.	Ladies, can you just imagine your husband announcing a back-packing trip for you just a few days before your expected due date with your first child.?



Ladies, could we print your response to your husband?



G.	Nevertheless, brethren, this is the picture, and Mary didn’t say, . . .



“But Joseph, I’m about ready to deliver, and you want me to go with you to pay taxes?”

“But Joseph, have you ever been nine months pregnant and tried to ride a mule and walk 93 miles?”

“But Joseph, my obstetrician will be back here in Nazareth.”

“But Joseph, is there a hospital down there in Bethlehem?”

“But Joseph, have you made any reservations anywhere, just in case its crowed when we get there?”



 6.	Remember, brethren, it was Micah 5:2 who prophesied God’s plan that the birth of Jesus would occur in Bethlehem, 93 miles south of Nazareth.



 7.	Let me also say that Joseph didn’t say, “Honey, do you remember that Micah passage about the Messiah being born in Nazareth. If we’re really gonna believe all this stuff that we’ve been told about the baby you’re carrying, we’d better get packed up and get on down there because it doesn’t look like it’s going to be too much longer ‘til you deliver.”



 8.	No, the Scriptures say, . . .(Luke 2:1-5)



1	Now it came about in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus, that a census be taken of all the inhabited earth. 

2	This was the first census taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 

3	And all were proceeding to register for the census, everyone to his own city. 

4	And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and family of David, 

5	in order to register, along with Mary, who was engaged to him, and was with child. 



 9.	And the Scripture says that  . . .



6	. . . while they were there, the days were completed for her to give birth. 



10.	When Mary told Joseph that she had started into labor, do you think Joseph might have said, “That’s okay, honey, I think I see Baptist hospital just down the road.”



No, there was no Baptist hospital in Nazareth--no St. Vincents, no Doctor’s Hospital, and no clinic.

And among other things, just like most husbands,

Joseph planned this trip without making any reservations . . .

none for the Excelsior.

none for the Holiday Inn.

none for Motel 6, and . . .

none for Save-A-Dollar 2.



7	And she gave birth to her first-born son; and she wrapped Him in cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. 



Summary Conclusion:



Brethren,



God the Father planned the birth of His Son, our Savior.

God the Father chose Mary to be the mother of His Son.

God the Father planned the location of His birth.

God the Father knew that Joseph and Mary would be in Nazareth at the time of her pregnancy.

God the Father permitted a census to be taken to get Joseph and Mary to Bethlehem.

God the Father knew there would be no room in the inn.

God the Father planned for His Son to be born in a manger.
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