SEVERAL THOUGHTS FOR CHRISTIANS TO CONSIDER ABOUT OUR PRESIDENT’S CIRCUMSTANCES





OR





SETTING THE RECORD AS STRAIGHT AS POSSIBLE IN LIGHT OF THE “FACTS”








Introduction





[ This message was delivered on 9/13/98 ] As much as I dislike the need to do so, I must address the issue surrounding our President’s circumstances in view of all that is being said about them from all kinds of sources.  I have much more to say on the subject, but I will limit my remarks to those areas that I have chosen to address because I deem them pertinent to our congregation.  First, . . . 





Has Our President Repented?





Two Different Words For Repent





Luke 17:3-4


3	Take heed to yourselves: If thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke him; and if he repent, forgive him.


4	And if he trespass against thee seven times in a day, and seven times in a day turn again to thee, saying, I repent; thou shalt forgive him.  (KJV)





metanoeo - to have a change of mind


metanoew





Matt 27:1-3


1	When the morning was come, all the chief priests and elders of the people took counsel against Jesus to put him to death:


2	And when they had bound him, they led him away, and delivered him to Pontius Pilate the governor.


3	Then Judas, which had betrayed him, when he saw that he was condemned, repented himself,  (KJV)





metamellomai - to regret


metamellomai





Young people, learn a lesson from this.  If you are caught lying enough times, no one will ever believe you when you finally tell the truth.





Has our President truly repented?  Only God knows, but I will give him the benefit of the doubt, even though my thoughts are that he is only saying what he is being told to say as a matter of political expediency to salvage his presidency and his historical legacy.








When Attempting to Evaluate This Situation, Certain Significant Differentiations Must be Made





The LEGAL ramifications of our President’s actions.


The POLITICAL ramifications of our President’s actions.


The MORAL ramifications of our President’s actions.





Concerning the Legal Ramifications of Our President’s Actions





The LEGAL ramifications of our President’s actions will be weighed in the balance of the Constitution of the United States of America and our system of Laws.





My point:  Our President’s LEGAL problems will not be resolved by the court of public opinion, but in a Court of Law.





What you and I THINK or FEEL about our President’s actions will have no bearing on the final outcome of his LEGAL problems associated with his actions.





It is our system of jurisprudence that will settle his LEGAL problems, not the court of public opinion.





Concerning the Political Ramifications of Our President’s Actions





The POLITICAL ramifications of our President’s actions will be weighed in the balance of the political arena which arena includes you and me and every other American voice that is registered to vote.





The political fallout concerns several things that are of great concern to President Clinton’s political party:





Is he enough of a political liability to his Democratic Party that his own part members will ask him or encourage him to resign for the benefit of the Party.





Have his actions so damaged the Democratic Party that they will lose more governorships and  more seats in Congress in November?





Have his actions so damaged the Democratic Party that in the next presidential election, the White House, the House of representatives, and the Senate will be controlled by Republicans?





Concerning the Moral Ramifications of Our President’s Actions





Brethren, the sooner we as fundamentalist Christians recognize that MORALITY is relative, the sooner we will understand why multitudes of Americans couldn’t care less about our President’s so-called “private” sex-life.





A quote from Ben Jones, a retired Democrat Congressman from Georgia says it all:  We are living in an age of moral relativity and “Bill Clinton has not defined our morality; he is a reflection of it.”





There it is again -- an age of moral relativity -- everyone doing their own thing.





And, yet, I cringe spiritually everytime some fundamentalist Christian raises the banner of U.S. history to inform me that our country was founded on Judeo-Christian principles.





That many of the early settlers of this great nation came here seeking religious freedom cannot be denied, but to state that this country is founded upon Judeo-Christian principles with the implication that Judeo-Christian principles should continue to guide this country flies in the face of the Constitution of the United States and distorts the history that surrounds our founding fathers who framed this great nation.





I will state once again for you, my congregation, and for the benefit of any visitors that may be here today, that the principle of FREEDOM is more fundamental to the day-to-day function of this country than is Christianity.  Christianity is not the fundamental issue in this United States.  FREEDOM is the fundamental issue in the United States, and in the nation where personal freedom is a protected right of its national constituency, I will guarantee you that it is only a matter of time until the day-to-day, moment-by-moment practice of Christian morality will be practiced only by a relatively small group of people.  And to force our morality code on anyone in this country is a violation of the most basic tenet of this country -- and that is FREEDOM.  It is far better for a nation to be religiously free than it is to be religiously Christian.





Concerning the Moral Ramifications of Our President’s Actions, we as fundamentalist Christians may have an opinion about his actions, but our opinion is a minority opinion in this country today, so don’t expect the moral issue alone to have any great impact on any impeachment process against our President.





Now, concerning this whole matter,  . . . 





His attorneys are concerned about the LEGAL side of this issue.


His Party is concerned about the POLITICAL side of this issue.


But only a MORALLY SENSITIVE MINORITY of people in this country are genuinely concerned about the MORAL side of this issue.





He is fighting LEGALLY to stay out of prison.


He is fighting POLITICALLY to preserve his Presidency.


He is fighting MORALLY to preserve his honor and integrity.





The False Analogy Being Raised About King David and President Clinton





Some very liberal Christians have raised the following issue:





King David committed adultery with Bathsheba and remained King over Israel.


Bill Clinton committed adultery with Monica Lewinsky.





Question:  Since King David remained King over Israel after he committed adultery with Bathsheba, shouldn’t President Clinton be permitted to remain in office after committing adultery with Monica Lewinsky?





This is a false analogy.  It compares apples and oranges





King David was appointed by God.


President Clinton was elected by the people of the United States.





God allowed King David to remain in office under the Mosaic Law.


Our Senate determines whether our President stays or goes in view of our Constitution.  They are obligated to make that determination if the facts warrant such a trial.





Immanuel Baptist Church in Little Rock





Should the membership of Immanuel Baptist Church in Little Rock remove the President from their membership roll?





We don’t decide that.  Immanuel decides that.





Forgiveness Does Not Always Mean Allowing One to Continue in One’s Present Position








What About the $40 M that has been spent by Kenneth Starr on This Investigation





Kenneth Starr was not the cause of a $40 M investigation that he strung out over a four year period of time because he was digging for dirt.





The White House, under President Clinton, was guilty of delay tactics that caused this investigation to be strung out over a four year period of time, and it was delay tactics that brought about the $40M expenditure.





I personally heard what I am about to say.  Someone has asked the right question of the President this week.  “Mr. President, have you apologized to Kenneth Starr 





We Haven’t Heard the End of All the “--Gates,” Yet





Men, such as Geraldo Rivera and certain Democrat Party members, have indicated that the “information” submitted by Kenneth Starr to Congress this past week is only about “sex.”





The implication is that Kenneth Starr has spent $40M dollars of taxpayers hard earned money and only come up with charges against the President that focus on his lying under oath about his “private sex life.”





Generally speaking, that statement is correct, but it’s only half-true, and therein lies the problem.  It’s not what Geraldo Rivera is telling you that’s the problem.  It’s what he ISN’T telling you that’s the problem.





And, brethren, this makes what they are saying a diversion, and it “buys-time” for the President in two areas:





1.	It gives his legal defense team time to put a “spin” on the truth to sway public opinion away from the damage to the President caused by the Kenneth Starr Report.





2.	And it “buys-time” for the White House to come up with someone to head-up a Disaster Control Team that is designed to sway public opinion back toward the President.  The White House needs a leader to emerge, and up to this point, no one wants the job.  Someone has likened it to asking the question, “Who wants to become the captain of the Titanic after it has struck the iceberg?”  They are looking for someone who has the kind of integrity that will make him or her believable when we are asked to allow the President to continue in office.  They are looking for another person who will become just another person “to be used” and then discarded.





I can tell you, my fellow Christians, that until our President learns the mechanics of overcoming sin through the use of “Operation KRY,” it’s just a matter of time until he “falls off his own particular type of wagon.”  He’s like a man who has finally acknowledged that he’s an alcoholic, but without a plan to overcome the problem.  Acknowledging a problem is only a step toward solving the problem.  Acknowledgment alone is not the solution.  Our President will become a walking time bomb that is waiting to explode.





What is the rest of the truth that is not being told by all those who say that Kenneth Sarr’s Report is just about unimpeachable private and kinky-sex?





[ Read the newspaper article regarding more to come. ]





There was a legitimate purpose for submitting only this portion of the report to Congress.  Brethren, there is more to come.  The Grand Jury associated with Kenneth Starr’s investigation continues to meet, and there are two more Independent Councils that have been appointed by a Democratic Attorney General to investigate two major problems that have emerged as a part of this investigation.





THE KENNETH STARR REPORT IS NOT JUST A SMEAR CAMPAIGN AGAINST THE PRESIDENT.





REMEMBER THIS PRINCIPLE.  IF NOT GUILTY, DEFEND YOURSELF AGAINST THE CHARGE.  IF GUILTY, ATTACK THE MESSENGER.   Brethren, the President has already admitted his guilt.  The only thing left to do is 
