FADS AND SUB-CULTURES








Text





Prov 1:7  The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction. (KJV)





Prov 2:1-2


1	My son, if thou wilt receive my words, and hide my commandments with thee;


2	So that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom, and apply thine heart to understanding; (KJV)





Prov 3:1  My son, forget not my law; but let thine heart keep my commandments: (KJV)





Prov 4:1-2


1	Hear, ye children, the instruction of a father, and attend to know understanding.


2	For I give you good doctrine, forsake ye not my law. (KJV)





Acts 9:5


1 John 2:15  Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. (KJV)





1 John 2:15  Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. (KJV)





John 8:32  And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.(KJV)





Introduction





I will begin this morning with some excepts from the Laissez Faire City Times, Vol 3, No 7, Feb. 15, 1999, by Robert L. Kocher.  Kocher is the author of "The American Mind in Denial."  He is an engineer working in the area of solid-state physics, and has done graduate study in clinical psychology.





Bill and Hillary Clinton as Borderline Psychotics


http://www.zolatimes.com/V3.7/psychotics.html





[ Since the 1960’s] a generation has gone on to tear hell out of everything, including each other, for 35 years while mouthing empty left-wing rhetoric to justify themselves.  They have crippled each other and their children with . . . egocentric agenda.  Virtually every psychiatric study has shown a rate of serious mental disorder in the [60’s] generation from five to 10 times greater than the age group 10 years older.  I can not seriously relate this to a sudden upsurge of abuse in childhood.  What I do see is an egocentric generation that got its way about too much, too soon, too often, and with too little effort.





I see the explosion of mental disorder coming from a multitude of sources, but four concern me in this limited space.





One, in concocting irrational rationalizations enabling them to excuse anything or do anything, . . .





Two, as psychotic levels of rationalization became more widespread, they came to create and dominate an unhealthy national psychological environment. 





Three, the necessary protective moral standards by which people treat each other as adults have eroded to an extent that is nearly unsurvivable.  [ He is saying that the Titanic is sinking. ]





Four, too many people in the last 35 years have devised a delusional system whereby they look upon reality and pleas to take basic responsibility as an oppressive right-wing conspiracy.





Body of Today’s Message





 1.	The purpose of my message is to address the issue of fads and sub-cultures as they relate to the concept of WANT + PERCEPTION = BEHAVIOR.





 2.	First, let me establish a couple of equations with you.





If WANT + PERCEPTION = BEHAVIOR,


then BEHAVIOR is the result of WANT + PERCEPTION.





 3.	Now, let’s define what is meant by WANTS, PERCEPTIONS, AND BEHAVIOR.





WANTS are just that.  WANTS are those things or that thing that you want.


PERCEPTION refers to the way you see things.


BEHAVIOR is what you do to get what you want.





 4.	This leads us to two principles:





A.	The person who practices a fad produces faddish behavior that can be explained by the following formula:  BEHAVIOR is the result of WANT + PERCEPTION.





B.	The person whose attitudes, beliefs, values, and behavioral habits manifest sub-culture characteristics can be explained by the following formula:  BEHAVIOR is the result of WANT + PERCEPTION.





 5.	Let me give you a couple of examples of faddish behavior:





Example:  A young man’s BEHAVIOR in the 50’s was to wear a duck-tail hairstyle because he WANTED to be cool and PERCEIVED that a duck-tail hairstyle would make him cool.





Another example:  Some young men’s BEHAVIOR in the 60’s was to flee to Canada because they WANTED to avoid the draft because they PERCEIVED they might die in Viet Nam.





Another example:  A young women’s BEHAVIOR in the year 2000 is to get a tattoo because she WANTS to be accepted by a certain crowd and PERCEIVES that she will become accepted is she gets tattooed.





 6.	Now, let me give you an example of sub-culture behavior:





Example:  A young white man’s BEHAVIOR is to join the Arian Nation organization because he PERCEIVES that Jews are the cause of the world’s problems and he WANTS to purge the world of its problematic Jews.





Comment:  This is not rocket science, brethren, and it doesn’t take a brain surgeon to figure-out what-makes-a-person-tick when you can see their BEHAVIOR, and you know that they are doing what they are doing because they PERCEIVE that by doing what they are doing they will get what they WANT.





 7.	Now, let me make something clear.  This message, entitled “Fads And Sub-Cultures” is stimulated by four things:





A.	My understanding of the formula WANT + PERCEPTION = BEHAVIOR as it relates to what is happening in our country today.





B.	My observation that some adult Christians are embracing faddish practices and sub-culture attitudes, beliefs, values, and behavioral habits that are inconsistent with a mature Christian living.





C.	The fact that your children and the children of this church family are encountering on a daily basis an overwhelming flood of faddish and sub-cultural attitudes, beliefs, values, and behavioral habits that may very well have a destructive influence on their God-given potential to reach Christian maturity and maximize their glorification of God by their lifestyle if someone doesn’t say, “Enough is enough, and to follow after these faddish and sub-culture practices will ultimately brings God’s wrath into your life in a manner unimaginable to the human mind.”





D.	No one has or is speaking out publicly with a voice loud enough to be reaching our church familys and children.





E.	A very timely and very accurate article in the most recent Glenhaven Youth Ranch Newsletter written by our friend and fellow co-worker, Quentin Swafford.





F.	It is for these reasons that I have chosen this day to begin to speak out publicly about fads and sub-culture activities.





G.	Let me begin by reading Quentin’s newsletter article:





 8.	Quentin Swafford’s newsletter article.





 9.	This brings me to the point of defining three terms:





A.	Fads defined:  A fashion that is taken up with great enthusiasm for a brief period of time; a craze.





B.	Subculture defined:  the attitudes, beliefs, values, and behavioral habits shared by a group of people within a society which differ from those of the society as a whole.





C.	Culture defined:  Culture is an all-encompassing concept that identifies the mosaic of lifestyles of a people and their overriding values and beliefs.





10.	Concerning fads:





A.	Most fads are just that.  They are simply a fashion that is taken up with great enthusiasm for a brief period of time; a craze.





B.	Listen to some of the fads of the past several decades:





Fashion fads:


Afro Haircut	Bellbottoms	Bermuda Shorts	Bouffant Hairdo	Body Tattoos


Conk Hairdo 	Coonskin Caps 	D.A. Haircut 	Farrah Fawcett Hair 	Glassless Glasses 


Go Go Boots 	Granny Glasses 	Hot Pants 	Ironing Hair 	Jazzed-Up Jeans 


Leisure Suits 	Mickey Mouse Items 	Miniskirt 	Nehru Jackets 


Pillbox Hats 	Platform Shoes 	Poodle Skirts 	Short Shorts 	Sideburns 


Tank Top 	Taps on Shoes 	Tie Dye 	T-shirts 	Turtleneck Sweaters Twiggy Look 	Wraparound Glasses 	Zoot Suits	Zubaz





Collectibles fads:





8 Track Tapes 	Baby on Board Signs 	Barbie Doll 	Black Light 	Cabbage Patch Dolls CB Radios 	Frisbee 	Hula Hoops 	Kewpie Dolls 	Koosh Balls 


Lava Lamps 	Matchbox Cars 	Mood Rings 	Mopeds 	Op-Yop 


Ouija Boards 	Pacman 	Pet Rocks 	Raggedy Ann & Andy 


Rubik's Cube 	Silly Putty 	Slinky 	Slogan Buttons 	Smile Buttons 


Smurfs 	Super Ball 	Teddy Bears 	Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles 


Troll Dolls 	Yo-Yo





Activities fads: 


3D Movies 	Acupuncture 	Boomerang 	Charles Atlas 


Fitness 	Crossword Puzzles 	Drive-In Theaters 	Dungeons & Dragons 


Est Therapy 	Fallout Shelters 	Hacky Sack	Hot Tubs 


Kilroy Was Here! 	Mahjongg 	Minibikes 	Model Trains 


Pyramid Power 	Skateboarding 	Slot Cars 	Talking to Plants Trampoline 	Unicycle 	Waterbed	Miniature Golf





Event fads:


Bermuda Triangle 	Communes 	Dance Marathons 	Disco


Flagpole Sitting 	Flappers 	Goldfish Swallowing 	Glass Eating


Limbo 	Panty Raids 	Streaking 	Telephone Booth Stuffing 


Twist 	Toga Parties 	U.F.O. Sightings





C.	More on fads:





Teenage girls often display some of the symptoms of anorexia and bulimia and there is often a fine   line between a teenage "fad" and the diagnosis of an eating disorder. Although even severe eating disorders often spontaneously disappear of their own accord, or resolve themselves with therapy, it should be remembered that they can be fatal or result in permanent health problems. So teenage  "fads" should be tolerated as part of normal adolescent behavior up to a point only. When in doubt, seek medical advice!





D.	Let’s analyze these fads:





1.	Some pose no problem to the Christian way of life:  Afro haircut, frisbee, waterbeds, model trains





2.	Some fads make no sense:  glass eating, goldfish swallowing, telephone booth stuffing, flag pole sitting.





3.	However, some fads have no place in the Christian way of life:  ouija board, EST Therapy, panty raids, streaking, toga parties, communes, UFO sightings.





4.	One of the issues in the Christian way of life is to be able to distinguish among 1, 2, 3.





5.	The main issue with fads is in the definition:  a fashion that is taken up with great enthusiasm.  The problem is that fads often take precedence over Christian goals and objectives and this means that fads are often given a higher priority than Christian goals and objectives.





6.	The Christian who fails to understand this issue often falls by the wayside, looses momentum, and fails to redeem the time given to faddish activities and endeavors.





11.	Now, let’s talk about sub-cultures.





A.	Remember, we are defining a subculture as the attitudes, beliefs, values, and behavioral habits shared by a group of people within a society which differ from those of the society as a whole.





B.	A group known as YES! International, Youth Ambassadors, around the world collectively designed - sequentially - their findings as to why kids are most susceptible to the attractiveness of illicit or rebellious behaviors:





YES! International


http://www.yesintl.com/roles.htm





1. Lyrics to rap music 


2. The justice system


3. Death


4. Neglect


5. Family pressure


6. Physical & verbal abuse


7. Poverty & over-crowding


8. Peer pressure & lust


9. Lack of education (evaluation of school systems)


10. Learning disabilities


11. Violence in schools 


12. Teenage subculture


13. Gangs


14. Stress on yourself


15. Curiosity


16. Segregation & Racism


17. Child labour


18. Teenage pregnancy & abortion


19. Marital break-ups


20. Health





C.	If that’s not enough, listen to what others are saying:





MILLENNIALS INFLUENCED MORE BY EVIDENCE


THAN AUTHORITY, EVANGELISTS SAY


By Greg Carpenter 9/18/98


http://www.sebts.edu/html/980918_millennials.html





WAKE FOREST, N.C.-- Today's youth minister does not only have to reach the hearts [emotions]of young people, he has to challenge their minds as well, a former atheist-turned-apologist said during the Culture Shock '98 youth ministry conference held Sept.  14-16 at Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary.  "The next generation of youth minister is going to have to be keenly able to engage the minds of young people," said Frank Harber, an evangelist and apologist from Fort Worth, Texas.  Harber said no longer is it simply enough to ask teens to believe in Jesus.  The millennial generation is extremely skeptical, he said.  They need empirical evidence and like doubting Thomas asks, "How do we know the way?"  Just as the early church evangelists preached the gospel and engaged the Greeks with philosophy, youth ministers need to equip teens with evidence to intellectually defend their faith, Harber said.  Harber recounted an incident when he publicly debated a teen atheist at a crusade where he was speaking.  Harber refuted the teenage boy's claims that God did not exist and the Bible contained 36 errors.   "At the end of it, I gave an invitation and 17 young people came forward and received Jesus Christ," he said.  Harber said the teen atheist is one example of a generation of children who are going to be highly antagonistic to the gospel.  "They're smarter than we are, they have access to information, they understand how to find information on the Internet, and increasingly it's not going to be enough to simply tell them that Jesus is the truth because the Bible says so."  Jay Strack, an evangelist from Orlando, Fla., described teenagers today as more complex than ever.  "This is a culture of unequaled freedom and baffling complexity," said Strack.  "We must come to a sobering conclusion that it is a combination of rebellion and society that has created this separate teen community, a world where kids are left on their own to make their own choices and to determine their own fate."  Describing the teenage generation as a "tribe apart," Strack identified four factors that have created a teenage subculture: the crumbling of the home; the crisis in the classroom; the corruption of the culture; and the coldness in the church.  Strack said youth ministers need to "be real" with teens today because they don't want their youth pastor to be just like them.  He said the time Harber spent with the teenage atheist trying to understand his views is a great example of reaching millennials where they are.  "I believe that as much as anything, it's going to be the fact that (Harber) cared enough to have a relationship with a young boy who is a royal pain," Strack said.  Before engaging teens intellectually, Strack said, adults need to move beyond the millennials' rebellious appearance.  "See the kid's hearts, not their clothes," he said.  ...  "  Deal with their hearts, bring them to Jesus, and then we'll worry about how they look." 





[ As your pastor, my concern is also about Christian teenagers who are treating sub-culture attitudes, beliefs, values, and behavioral habits as though they were fads.  Let me explain something to you parents.  Those children who treat sub-culture attitudes, beliefs, values, and behavioral habits as though they were fads have a problem or problems that are festering below their ill-advised behavior, and their ill-advised behavior is the fruit that covers a deeper root problem, and any failure on the part of parents to recognize this is only staging parents for a period of remorse and regret at some future date. ]





In summary, describing the teenage generation as a "tribe apart," Strack identified four factors that have created a teenage subculture: 





1.	the crumbling of the home.


2.	the crisis in the classroom.


3.	the corruption of the culture.


4.	the coldness in the church.





WHEN A TEEN CHOOSES TO ADOPT A COUNTERCULTURE LIFESTYLE


Excerpted from


http://www.safetyed.org/news/colorado.html





When a teen chooses to adopt a counterculture lifestyle they will adopt the dress code, the mannerisms and the language of that subculture.  This relationship is reciprocal.  Dressing the same as your peer group creates that sense of "belonging" - that you have a home, that someone cares about you, and teens are especially concerned about belonging.  The worst thing that can happen to any teen is to be a social leper, rejected and outcast from their peers.  But while the subculture your teens choose has the effect of validating or making sense of their life experiences and giving them emotional support this does not mean that it is responsible for their actions.  Choices are still made, and those choices have consequences.





In summary, when a teen chooses to adopt a counterculture lifestyle, they will . . .





 1.	adopt the dress code


 2.	adopt the mannerisms


 3.	adopt the language of that subculture





DESCRIPTION OF BODY PIERCING


This item has been edited by FamilyEducation Network-staff.


http://www.familyeducation.com/whatworks/item/front/0,2551,1-15175-3643-1,00.html





[ This article is appropriate for the following age group(s): Middle School, High School, & Beyond ]





Description of technique: Body piercing, it's all the rage.  Teenagers are piercing their eyebrows, noses, lips, tongues, belly buttons and yes, even their genitals.  I suppose there might be worse things to fight about.  But it's certainly not something I want any of my children doing and here's why. 





Most teenage fads fade over the course of time and don't leave any permanent damage. But body piercing can be quite different. Your teenager's health may be on the line when they pierce themselves or one another or rely on unlicensed operators who have little knowledge regarding sterilization techniques or the risks incurred when holes are stabbed through various body parts. When sterilization techniques are not used bacteria and viruses can be introduced into the bloodstream, including the hepatitis B virus that can cause chronic hepatitis and liver cancer and the HIV virus that causes AIDS. Unfortunately, most parents encounter body piercing after the damage is already done. And some kids end up suffering severe pain, a long recovery, infection and unsightly scars. 





How can you even hope to help discourage your child from even considering it?  Sit down with your child and discuss it early on, before they reach their teens.  Use news events and people on TV to help launch discussions.  Use the Web to find articles that tout the facts on body piercing gone wrong. Ask your child if they still think it will be cool in a few years when they are applying for their first job or going to interviews for college.  Help them to consider both the pros and the cons and to make an informed decision by exposing them to as much information as possible.





[ As of 7/4/00, there are 2415 internet links on body piercing. ]





TO INK OR NOT TO INK?


http://channelone.com/games/spw2000/news/bodyart.html


channelone.com story produced by: Chris Colwell, Erin Golden, and Arantza Garcia





Fitting in and standing out have long been a part of the teenage subculture.  Young people have always loved to shock their elders and be like their friends.  Your parents can probably tell you stories of their youth, whether it be listening to rock and roll against the wishes of their parents, or forming their own styles of dress or slang.  In this respect, times have changed very little from when your parents were your age.  However, today's ever-increasing teen fad is the use of tattoos and body piercing. . . .  





Whatever your position on tattoos and piercing, one fact that can't be ignored by either side are the health risks too often forgotten in the impulsiveness of the teenage years.  "If you go to somebody that really doesn't know what they're doing, there's always the risk factor of a disease," points out Shawn Adamczyk, a body artist.





Doctors agree.  "One of the biggest risks I think is the risk of infections," observes Dr.  Shannon McAllister, a dermatologist.  "Not only bacterial infections which can happen if the technique is not appropriate or if unsterilized instruments are used.  You can also be exposed to HIV, hepatitis C and other types of non-curable diseases, which can significantly affect your life afterward." 





Depending on the circumstances, these risks can be a very real problem.  Another risk is that of teens forgetting to "think before they ink." When a decision like that of getting a tattoo or piercing a body part is being made, many issues need to be considered, but are often left behind.





Beyond health risks, there are the opinions of the people around you.  Many would agree that body art and piercing often drastically change people's perceptions of one another.  As Mrs.  Kimberly Kump, a teacher at Shaw High School in Columbus, Georgia, points out, "I think many times adults have a tendency to look at a student who has obvious piercings, obvious tattoos, and immediately think, 'there's a rebellious child, that person's going to be a trouble maker,' which isn't always the truth."





So is the current wave of body art and piercings a quick fad fueled by rebellious teens or simply an art of self-expression? Everyone has an opinion.  However, one thing is certain: this trend is one that requires much thought and decision making on the part of each individual.





SATANISM:  THE DEADLY SCHEME


http://www.wels.net/sab/nl/oct-dark-06.html





The late 20th century has seen interest in the occult explode and the attitude toward the occult change--remarkably.





Interest in the occult, particularly satanism, is on the rise and seems to captivate the minds and energies of our youth. Satanism is a growing teenage subculture phenomenon, and not just among burned-out underachievers. Intelligent, upper-middle-class honor students and covert adults in every professional vocation are dabbling. Concurrently, self-styled and self-generated satanic cults are becoming more blatant in recruiting youth. 





STYLE OVER SUBSTANCE


RON MILLS, B.A., L.S.W.


ALLEN HUFF, M.S.S.A., L.I.S.W.


http://www.africanamericanimages.com/releases.html





[ This book contains ] An insightful and in-depth look at the African American teenage "subculture".  Like it or not, these future leaders of our community have developed what has been referred to as their own  infrastructure, complete with their own set of rules and codes of survival and economics. What the authors have done is to break down the issues that have many of us confused about "where our youth are headed, analyzed the problem"(or if one exists), and finally offered solutions of substance.  Should be a part of the library in any home with African American teenagers.





$12.95


$3.95 per title,shppng & hndlng





12.  Now, let’s talk about music:





THE INFLUENCE OF MUSIC AND ROCK VIDEOS


(11/95)


http://www.aacap.org/publications/factsfam/musicvid.htm





Singing and music have always played an important role in learning and the communication of culture.  Children learn from the role models what they see and hear.  For the past 30 years, some children's television has very effectively used the combination of words, music and fast-paced  animation to achieve learning.





Most parents are concerned about what their young children see and hear, but as children grow older, parents pay less attention to the music and videos that hold their children's interest. 





The sharing of musical tastes between generations in a family can be a pleasurable experience.  Music also is often a major part of a teenager's separate world.  It is quite common for teenagers to get pleasure from keeping adults out and causing adults some distress.





A concern to many interested in the development and growth of teenagers is a serious deterioration in the messages of some rock music, including best-selling albums promoted by major record  companies.  The following troublesome themes are prominent:





Advocating and glamorizing abuse of drugs and alcohol.


Pictures and explicit lyrics presenting suicide as an "alternative" or "solution."


Graphic violence.


Preoccupation with the occult


Songs about satanism and human sacrifice, and the apparent enactment of these rituals in concerts.


Sex which focuses on controlling sadism, masochism, incest, devaluing women, and violence toward women.





Parents can help their teenagers by paying attention to their teenager's purchasing, listening and  viewing patterns, and by helping them identify music that may be destructive. 





Music is not usually a danger for a teenager whose life is happy and healthy. But if a teenager is persistently preoccupied with music that has seriously destructive themes, and there are changes in  behavior such as isolation, depression, alcohol or other drug abuse, a psychiatric evaluation should  be considered.





MTV’s TOP 20


For the Week of July 3rd


Updated Mondays


http://mtv.com/sendme.tin?page=/mtv/music/top20/





 5.	Party Up by DMX


 4.	The Next Episode by Dr.Dre 


 3.	Californication by Red Hot Chili Peppers


 2.	Big Pimpin' by Jay Z


 1.	The Real Slim Shady by Eminem





Culture and Values


By Brooke Workman


http://www.ncte.org/notesplus/articles/workman1999oct.shtml





Culture defined:  Culture is a continually changing pattern of learned behavior and the products of learned behavior (including attitudes, values, knowledge and material objects), which are shared and transmitted by the members of society.  





(Now, do you want to learn something scarey?  Listen to the next seven points.)





Culture means:   





1.	That the behaviors of people are largely learned.





2.	That they are organized into patterns.





3.	That these patterns result from the teaching (conscious or unconscious) of other people.





4.	That they exist in the form of both material objects and intangible thought-habits like attitudes and knowledge.





5.	That they tend to be somewhat uniformly shared by members of a society, learned from and taught to each other largely unconsciously.





6.	That these ways of doing and ways of thinking make up the pattern of human lives.





7.	That these ways are constantly changing.





Social Learning Theory of Aggression


http://dana.ucc.nau.edu/~dsk6/sociallearning.html





The social learning theory of aggression argues that people learn by watching others and imitate their actions.  Psychologist Albert Bandura conducted an experiment adding validity to this idea.  He had a confederate of his attack an inflated doll with a mallet while a nursery school child looked on.  When left in the room alone with the doll, the child chose to attack it in the same manner.  Other research also suggests a substantial correlation between being exposed to aggression and exhibiting aggressive behavior.  It is known that children who watch violent television shows are more likely to play acting out violence than those whom are not exposed to violent television programs.  Not only does television have a substantial impact on social learning of aggression, the influences of the internet, movies, video games and music have been thought to as well.





The Following are definitions of some other terms related to aggression:





Hostile Aggression-aggression performed as an end





Instrumental Aggression-aggression performed to to work towards some other goal





Catharsis-release of emotion. In context of aggression, either acting out or fantasizing aggression.





Aversive Events-The idea that pain, heat, overcrowding and arousal can all influence the tendency to aggress.
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