FREEDOM ISN’T FREE


(July 2, 2000)





What Is Independence Day?





Independence Day celebrates the birthday of the United States of America. Founded July 4th 1776, with the signing of the Declaration of Independence, America is celebrating its 224th birthday this year (2000)





Opening Prayer





Pledge of Allegiance





The Why of Independence Day





Independence Day is the national holiday of the United States of America commemorating the signing of the Declaration of Independence by the Continental Congress on July 4, 1776, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.





At the time of the signing the US consisted of 13 colonies under the rule of England's King George III. There was growing unrest in the colonies concerning the taxes that had to be paid to England.  This was commonly referred to as "Taxation without Representation" as the colonists did not have any representation in the English Parliament and had no say in what went on.  As the unrest grew in the colonies, King George sent extra troops to help control any rebellion.  In 1774 the 13 colonies sent delegates to Philadelphia Pennsylvania to form the First Continental Congress.  The delegates were unhappy with England, but were not yet ready to declare war.





In April 1775 as the King's troops advanced on Concord Massachusetts Paul Revere would sound the alarm that "The British are coming, the British are coming" as he rode his horse through the late night streets.  The battle of Concord and its "shot heard round the world" would mark the unofficial beginning of the colonies war for Independence.





The following May the colonies again sent delegates to the Second Continental Congress.  For almost a year the congress tried to work out its differences with England, again without formally declaring war.





By June 1776 their efforts had become hopeless and a committee was formed to compose a formal declaration of independence.  Headed by Thomas Jefferson, the committee included John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, Philip Livingston and Roger Sherman.  Thomas Jefferson was chosen to write the first draft which was presented to the congress on June 28.  After various changes a vote was taken late in the afternoon of July 4th.  Of the 13 colonies, 9 voted in favor of the Declaration, 2 - Pennsylvania and South Carolina voted, no, Delaware undecided and New York abstained.





To make it official, John Hancock, President of the Continental Congress, signed the Declaration of Independence.  It is said that John Hancock's signed his name "with a great flourish" so "King George can read that without spectacles!"





The following day copies of the Declaration were distributed.  The first newspaper to print the Declaration was the Pennsylvania Evening Post on July 6, 1776.  On July 8th the Declaration had its first public reading in Philadelphia's Independence Square.  Twice that day the Declaration was read to cheering crowds and pealing church bells.  Even the bell in Independence Hall was rung.  The "Province Bell" would later be renamed "Liberty Bell" after it's inscription - Proclaim Liberty Throughout All the Land Unto All the Inhabitants Thereof.





And although the signing of the Declaration was not completed until August the 4th of July has been accepted as the official anniversary of United States independence.  The first Independence Day celebration took place the following year - July 4 1777.  By the early 1800s the traditions of parades, picnics, and fireworks were established as the way to celebrate America's birthday.








About Thomas Jefferson and the Declaration of Independence





It was a declaration of independence for the colonies of the 13 States, in America, from Great Britain and was adopted on July 4, 1776 by the Second Continental Congress, when John Hancock, who was the President of the Congress, accepted and signed it. All the men who signed the document knew that they had placed themselves in grave danger, but were willing to risk their lives for what they believed.





Jefferson used many of the ideas from John Locke who was an English Philosopher who argued against the philosophy that human beings were born with certain ideas.  He believed that the mind was blank and only through experience a person would begin to enter ideas.  He was totally against the divine right of kings and argued that governments depended on the consent of the governed.  The main ideas brought forth were that all men were created equal; that man had natural rights which were granted by God; that government could only have so much power in the lives of the people, and could only be governed by the agreement of the people; and the right of the people to rebel against a government which wanted to impose dictatorship or tyranny to its people.








An Historic Letter by John Adams Regarding the Declaration of Independence





When the Declaration of Independence was declared, John Adams wrote this historic letter to his wife:





"I am apt to believe that this day will be celebrated by succeeding generations as the great anniversary festival.  It ought to be commemorated as the day of deliverance, by solemn acts of devotion to God Almighty.  It ought to be solemnized with pomp and parade, with shows, games, sports, guns, bells, bonfires, and illuminations, from one end of this continent to the other, from this time forward forevermore."





Freedom Isn’t Free





Declaration of Independence Signers 





Have you ever wondered what happened to the 56 men who signed the Declaration of Independence?





Five signers were captured by the British as traitors and tortured before they died.


Twelve had their homes ransacked and burned.


Two lost their sons serving in the Revolutionary Army.


Another had two sons captured.


Nine of the 56 fought and died from wounds or hardships of the Revolutionary War.





They signed and they pledged their lives, their fortunes, and their sacred honor.





What kind of men were they?





Twenty-four were lawyers and jurists.


Eleven were merchants.


Nine were farmers and large plantation owners: men of means, well educated.


But they signed the Declaration of Independence knowing full well that the penalty would be death if they were captured.





Carter Braxton of Virginia, a wealthy planter and trader, saw his ships swept from the seas by the British Navy.  He sold his home and properties to pay his debts and died in rags.





Thomas McKeam was so hounded by the British that he was forced to move his family almost constantly.  He served in the Congress without pay, and his family was kept in hiding.  His possessions were taken from him, and poverty was his reward.





Vandals or soldiers looted the properties of Dillery, Hall, Clymer, Walton, Gwinnett, Heyward, Ruttledge, and Middleton.





At the battle of Yorktown, Thomas Nelson, Jr., noted that the British General Cornwallis had taken over the Nelson home for his headquarters.  He quietly urged General George Washington to open fire.  The home was destroyed, and Nelson died bankrupt.





Francis Lewis had his home and properties destroyed.  The enemy jailed his wife, and she died within a few months.





John Hart was driven from his wife's bedside as she was dying.  Their 13 children fled for their lives.  His fields and his gristmill were laid to waste.  For more than a year he lived in forests and caves, returning home to find his wife dead and his children vanished.  A few weeks later he died from exhaustion and a broken heart.  Norris and Livingston suffered similar fates.





Such were the stories and sacrifices of the American Revolution.  These were not wild-eyed, rabble-rousing ruffians.  They were soft-spoken men of means and education.  They had security, but they valued liberty more.  Standing tall, straight, and unwavering, they pledged: "For the support of this declaration, with firm reliance on the protection of the Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor."





They gave you and me a free and independent America.  The history books never told you a lot of what happened in the Revolutionary War.  We didn't just fight the British.  We were British subjects at that time and we fought our own government!  Some of us take these liberties so much for granted.  We shouldn't.





A Letter From . . .





First Lieutenant Bruce King" A Dedicated Soldier"


August 4, 1947 – April 9, 1969


(Often read often by Gary Horton as he ministers to the youth of our country)





If I should die during my tour in Vietnam I want my parents to read and understand the following.  I came here by choice. I joined the Army by choice. I chose to become an Infantry Officer.  It was my destiny to become a professional soldier.  It (fighting for my country - right or wrong) is a job that must be done.  It is a job that I feel I am best at.





The American people to often forget what the flag stands for – I am a patriot, I believe in our system of government – I feel that my country is worth fight for and if need be dying for.  The country we have today was not built by the weak and the disbelievers.  It was built with the blood of men who felt they had something worth dying for.  I think it is the duty, the right and privilege of every American to fight for his country. It has to be this way, and I thank God there are still men left who believe.  The people in the streets who protest our country and it’s policies have that right to protest only because men believed enough in the system m to give their lives for it.  There are still men with dreams and ideals that they feel, are worth fighting for.  This is what I also believe in.





If I die it was for a reason – my life bought something, it was not wasted. I believe this; otherwise, I would not be here.  I am a believer, a dreamer, a patriot and most of all professional solder in the Untied States Army from the bottom of my boots to the top of my steel pot.  I feel proud and honored to serve my country and with men who believe.





My life was not wasted.





Your loving son, Bruce





Thank you for everything.





(A POEM)


“FREEDOM IS NOT FREE”


by Danny L. Crafton





I watched the flag pass by one day.


It fluttered in the breeze


A young soldier saluted it, and then


He stood at ease.


I looked at him in uniform


So young, so tall, so proud


With hair cut square and eyes alert


He'd stand out in any crowd.


I thought how many men like him


Had fallen through the years.


How many died on foreign soil?


How many mothers' tears?


How many Pilots' planes shot down?


How many foxholes were soldiers' graves?


No, Freedom isn't free.





I heard the sound of taps one night,


When everything was still.


I listened to the bugler play


And felt a sudden chill.


I wondered just how many times


That taps had meant "Amen"


When a flag had draped a coffin


of a brother or a friend.


I thought of all the children,


Of the mothers and the wives,


Of fathers, sons and husbands


With interrupted lives.


I thought about a graveyard at the


bottom of the sea


Of unmarked graves in Arlington.....


No --Freedom isn't free!!





____________________________________________________________________________________


The American Fighting Man


from Gary Horton





I fought the British red coats;


Served Washington with pride.


I marched with Grant, and yes, with Lee.


I fell at Custor’s side.


I made the charge up San Juan Hill.


I held the Alamo.


A mounting threat to world peace


And I was called to go.


I shed my blood throughout war two


On sand and jungle tree.


They pulled me from the flaming wreckage;


They buried me at sea.


At Korea’s thirty eighth parallel


I fought amid the sham;


I left my loved ones, took up arms,


I died in Vietnam.


On every conceivable battlefield,


Desert sand to jungle marsh,


I’ve seen brave soldiers give their lives


In conditions most brutal and harsh.


I’ve viewed the bombed out cities,


And grieved for all that’s lost;


I’ve pondered in my saddest hour--


What could warrant such human cost?


The answer, of course, is freedom!


Freedom defines the job I do.


I volunteer, I’m called, I serve


On freedom’s maintenance crew.


Yes, career or citizen soldier,


I serve the higher plan


Of honor, God, and country--


I’m the American fighting man!


James L. from Oildale





Freedom Isn't Free


(Written by a lady named Patti from Las Vegas, Nevada)





Ask any man or woman who has fought in conflicts across the world, Germany, Japan, Vietnam, Saudi Arabia--those who survived because his buddy next to him didn't.  Those who came home with only one arm or no legs, to me they came home not as half a person, but more a person because they let me live in this country for free!!





Ask the men and women who defend our streets everyday in places where gangs and crazy people carry guns and don't care who gets hurt.  Ask those soldiers who work a "real" job during the week, but are defending us on the weekends.  Ask the ones the governor calls out during a "State of Emergency" like a tornado, flood or riot.





Freedom isn't Free.  Remember that the next time you hear the National Anthem, or God Bless the USA.  The next time you see a vet in a wheelchair, tell them "Welcome Home".  When they ask for donations, it only takes a minute to pull out some change.  They gave for our country, it is our time to give to them.





"I will gladly stand up and defend her still today, there ain't no doubt, I love this land. God Bless the USA"





God Bless the USA


by Lee Greenwood





(Use the CD)





Wars in Which Men and Women Died for Our Freedom





The French and Indian War (Seven Years War)	1754-1763


The American Revolution (Revolutionary War, War of Independence)	 1776-1783





Are you aware of the fact that within 29 years after the Revolutionary War in which the United Sates gained its freedom from Great Britain, that the United States again declared war on Great Britain?





The War of 1812





The United States declared War on Great Britain on June 12, 1812.  The war was declared as a result of long simmering disputes with Great Britain.  The central dispute surrounded the imprisonment of American soldiers by the British.  The British had previously attacked the USS Chesapeake and nearly caused a war two year earlier.  In addition, disputes continued with Great Britain over the Northwest Territories and the border with Canada.  Finally, the attempts of Great Britain to impose a blockade on France during the Napoleonic Wars was a constant source of conflict with the United States.





The Civil War (1861-1865)





THE GETTYSBURG ADDRESS:





Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent a new nation, conceived in liberty and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal.  Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation or any nation so conceived and so dedicated can long endure. We are met on a great battlefield of that war.  We have come to dedicate a portion of that field as a final resting-place for those who here gave their lives that that nation might live.  It is altogether fitting and proper that we should do this.  But in a larger sense, we cannot dedicate, we cannot consecrate, we cannot hallow this ground.  The brave men, living and dead who struggled here have consecrated it far above our poor power to add or detract.  The world will little note nor long remember what we say here, but it can never forget what they did here.  It is for us the living rather to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who fought here have thus far so nobly advanced.  It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before us--that from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they gave the last full measure of devotion--that we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain, that this nation under God shall have a new birth of freedom, and that government of the people, by the people, for the people shall not perish from the earth.





Spanish American War (1898 – lasted only four months)





Teddy Roosevelt on the Spanish American War





The actual fighting lasted only four months.  As Theodore Roosevelt said, “It wasn’t much of a war, but it was the only war we had.”





-- Teddy Roosevelt


World War I (1914-1918)


World War II (1941-1945)


Korean War (1950-1953)


Viet Nam War (1965-1973)





Interesting Quotes





Abraham Lincoln on Freedom and Revolution





If by the mere force of numbers a majority should deprive a minority of any clearly written constitutional act, it might, in a moral point of view, justify revolution – it certainly would if such a right were a vital one.





– Abraham Lincoln





Thomas Jefferson on Liberty





"God who gave us life gave us liberty.  Can the liberties of a nation be secure when we have removed a conviction that these liberties are the gift of God?  Indeed, I tremble for my country when I reflect that God is just, that His justice cannot sleep forever."





--Thomas Jefferson





Patrick Henry on Refusal to Attend the Constitutional Convention:





“I smelt a rat.”  He believed the members of the Convention would undermine the powers of the states and replace them with a great “consolidated government” like that of Great Britain.





____________________________________________________________________________________





An Interesting Way to Handle Early Politics





In the winter of 1859-1860, our nation moved rapidly toward its greatest crisis.  The issue of slavery had all but paralyzed the national government.  The House of Representatives was deadlocked for two months over the election of a Speaker, or presiding officer.  Northern and southern Democrats blocked the Republican candidate.  The Congress was bitterly divided over what the Dred Scott decision meant for slavery in the territories.  In both the House and the Senate, tempers flared and blows were exchanged.  James Hammond of South Carolina, like many other Senators, kept a loaded revolver in his desk.  “I keep a loaded revolver in the Senate,” he wrote, “as a matter of duty to my section and to reinforce it in either House.”











�
ORDER OF SERVICE


2ND SESSION








Welcome





Prayer





Announcements





Offering





Special Music:  Kathy Harrill





Recognize All Service Branches





Army:  M/H, p. 812


Navy:  M/H, p. 566


Marine Corps:  M/H, p. 715, 


Air Force:  M/H, p. 566, 





Message





Special Music:  Esther Baldwin





Closing Prayer


�
SECOND SESSION


JULY 2, 2000





PRINCIPLES RELATED TO FREEDOM





God and Human Freedom





God is the source of all human freedom.


God included human freedom in His divine decrees at the Eternal Life Conference. 





God and Human Volition





Human freedom is expressed through the vehicle of volition.





God has decreed the possibility of positive volition.





Positive volition makes choices consistent with the plan of God.





God has decreed the possibility of negative volition.





Negative volition makes choices inconsistent with the plan of God.





Human Freedom and the Angelic Conflict





Human freedom is associated with the angelic conflict.





The environment in which all freedom is expressed is the environment known as the angelic conflict. 





God Has Decreed Nations into Existence





 1.	Nations came into existence in Genesis 11:1-9.





Genesis 11:1-9





1	Now the whole earth used the same language and the same words.


2	And it came about as they journeyed east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there.


3	And they said to one another, "Come, let us make bricks and burn {them} thoroughly." And they used brick for stone, and they used tar for mortar.


4	And they said, "Come, let us build for ourselves a city, and a tower whose top {will reach} into heaven, and let us make for ourselves a name; lest we be scattered abroad over the face of the whole earth."


5	And the LORD came down to see the city and the tower which the sons of men had built.


6	And the LORD said, "Behold, they are one people, and they all have the same language. And this is what they began to do, and now nothing which they purpose to do will be impossible for them.


7	"Come, let Us go down and there confuse their language, that they may not understand one another's speech."


8	So the LORD scattered them abroad from there over the face of the whole earth; and they stopped building the city.


9	Therefore its name was called Babel, because there the LORD confused the language of the whole earth; and from there the LORD scattered them abroad over the face of the whole earth. (NAS)





 2.	Nations will continue to exist until the end of human history.





Revelation 20:7-8


7	And when the thousand years are completed, Satan will be released from his prison,


8	and will come out to deceive the nations which are in the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together for the war; the number of them is like the sand of the seashore. (NAS)





The Concept of Nations Is Related to the Laws of Divine Establishment





There are four divine institutions within the laws of divine establishment:





1.	Freedom (Volition)


2.	Marriage


3.	Family


4.	Nationalism (patriotism)





Divine institution #4, namely, “nationalism,” supports the concept of nations. 





Nations, Angelic Conflict, Protection, Freedom, Volition





God uses the concept of “nations” in the angelic conflict to protect the FREEDOMS of a nation’s citizens which freedoms are expressed through both positive and negative volition manifested toward the plan of God by that nation’s individual citizenry.  (This answers the question, why nations?)





The United States Is Declared A Nation





The United States is a nation, declared to be so in the Declaration of Independence on July 4th, 1776.





Excerpts From the Declaration of Independence





"We hold these truths to be self-evident; that all men are created equal . . ."





"Resolved, That these United Colonies are, and of right ought to be, free and independent States, that they are absolved from all allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political connection between them and the State of Great Britain is, and ought to be, totally dissolved."





The United States and Its Constitution





The people of the United States are a free people as noted in the Preamble of the Constitution.





We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America.





The First Amendment (1791)


Freedom of Religion, Speech, Press, Assembly, and Petition





Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for a redress of grievances. 








Initial Reactions to Our Constitution





Initial reactions to the Constitution were expressed were expressed by two Massachusetts farmers with different points of view.  One, from western Massachusetts, saw it as an instrument designed by the rich to oppress the poor.  He described it as device created by “lawyers and men of learning, and moneyed men that talk so finely . . . to make us poor illiterate people swallow down the pill.”





The other farmer, who was better off and who had been terrified by Shays’s Rebellion, disagreed.  He warned that “anarchy leads to tyranny . . . . These lawyers, these moneyed men, these men of learning, are all embarked in the same cause with us, and we must all swim or sink together. 





Current Reaction to Our Constitution





"When we got organized as a country and we wrote a fairly radical Constitution with a radical Bill of Rights, giving a radical amount of individual freedom to Americans . . ."





"And so a lot of people say there's too much personal freedom.  When personal freedom's being abused, you have to move to limit it.  That's what we did in the announcement I made last weekend on the public housing projects, about how we're going to have weapon sweeps and more things like that to try to make people safer in their communities."





Do you know who made this statement?





--President Bill Clinton, 3-22-94, MTV's "Enough is Enough"








Freedom for All





As previously indicated, freedom is extended to the citizens of the United States through the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution of the United States.





The documents that guide any nation of free people must extend freedom for all of its constituents disregarding a person’s race, color, religious preference, ethnic background, gender, or sexual orientation.





A nation’s government that extends freedom to its constituents is practicing a freedom that is consistent with God’s plan for the human race.





The military men and women who have served in the armed forces of this nation have served in the interest of FREEDOM, not Christianity.





All human beings are FREE by God’s choice.





A few human beings are Christians by freedom of personal choice.











George Walter Fiske on Freedom





Many a boy has discovered that real freedom is never gained by breaking legitimate laws.  "Obedience to Law is Liberty" is the appropriate inscription over the massive entrance of a great courthouse in Cleveland, and it is wonderfully true.  There is no real liberty in any other course.  Just doing what you please, and following that impulse, is not true freedom.  Obeying a sudden impulse to follow the primrose path usually starts or strengthens some bad habit and destroys by just so much our freedom.  A lawless person is never free.  He is a victim of his own unaccountable impulses and soon a slave to his bad habits.





~George Walter Fiske





On Thomas Jefferson





On the notes to the State of Virginia he made this statement:  God who gave us life gave us liberty.  And can the liberties of a nation be thought secure when we have removed their only firm basis, a conviction in the minds of the people that these liberties are the gift of God?  That they are not to be violated but with His wrath?  Indeed, I tremble for my country when I reflect that God is just; that His justice cannot sleep forever.
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