INTRODUCTION TO "SLOUCHING TOWARDS GOMORRAH"





TRAIN UP A CHILD . . .








Text:  Proverbs 22:6





The purpose of my message this morning is threefold:





 1.	To teach preschooler parents important parenting principles.





 2.	To teach children what they should have learned from their parents as early as their preschool years.





 3.	To expose for adults those qualities and characteristics that are so lacking in most of America's youth so as to have created a level of degeneracy from which this country may not be able to recover.





 4.	But before we begin, let me read "George Washington's Rules of Civility" and a “want ad” that appeared in the early part of this century.





George Washington’s Rules of Civility





1.	Every action in company ought to be with some sign of respect to those present.





2.	In the presence of others sing to yourself with a humming voice, nor drum with your fingers or feet.





3.	Speak not when others speak, sit not when others stand, and walk not when others stop.





4.	Turn not your back to others, especially when speaking: jog not the table or desk on which another reads or writes; lean not on anyone.





5.	Be no flatter, neither play with anyone that delights not to be played with.





6.	Read no letters, books, or papers in company; but when there is a necessity for doing it, you must ask leave. Come not near he books or writings or anyone so as to read them unasked; also not look nigh when another is writing a letter.





7.	Let your countenance be pleasant, but in serious matters somewhat grave.





8.	Show not yourself glad at misfortune or another, though he were your enemy.





9.	They that are in dignity or office have in all places precedency, but whilst they are young, they ought to respect those that are their equals in birth or other qualities, though they have no public charge.





10.	It is good manners to prefer them to whom we speak before ourselves, especially if they be above us, with whom in no sort we ought to begin.





11.	Let your discourse with men of business be short and comprehensive.





12.	In visiting the sick do not presently play the physician if you be not knowing therein





13.	In writing or speaking give to every person his due title according to his degree and the custom of the place.





14.	Strive not with your superiors in argument, but always submit your judgment to others with modesty.





15.	Undertake not to teach your equal in the art he himself profess; it savors of arrogance.





16.	When a man does all he can, though it succeeds not well, blame not him that did it.





17.	Being to advise or reprehend anyone, consider whether it ought to be in public or private, presently or at some other time, also in what terms to do it; and in reproving show no signs of choler, but do it with sweetness and mildness.





18.	Mock not or jest at anything of importance; break no jests that are sharper biting; and if you deliver witty or pleasant abstain from laughing thereat yourself.





19.	Wherein you reprove another be unblamable yourself, for example is more prevalent than precept.





20.	Use no reproachful language against anyone, neither curses nor revilings.





21.	Be not hasty to believe flying reports to the disparagement of anyone.





22.	In your apparel be moodiest,  and endeavor to accommodate nature rather than procure admiration.  Keep to fashion of your equals  such as are civil and orderly with respect to time and replace.





23.	Play not the peacock  looking everywhere about you to see if  you be well decked,  if your shoes fit well, if your stockings set neatly and clothes handsomely.





24.	Associate yourself with men of good quality if you esteem your own reputation,  for it is better to be alone than in bad company.





25.	Let your conversation be without malice or envy,  for it is a sign of tractable and commendable nature; and in all causes of passion admit reason to govern.





26.	Be not immodest in urging your friend to discover a secret.





27.	Utter not base and frivolous things amongst grown and learned men,  nor very difficult questions or subjects amongst the ignorant,  nor things hard to be believed.





28.	Speak not of doleful things in time of mirth nor at the table; speak not of melancholy things,  as death and wounds;  and if others mention them,  change,  if you can,  the discourse.  Tell not your dreams but to your intimate friends.





29.	Break not a jest when none take pleasure in mirth.  Laugh not aloud, nor at all without occasion.  Deride no man’s misfortunes, though there seem to be some cause.





30.	Speak not injurious words, neither in jest or earnest.  Scoff at none, although they give occasion.





31.	Be not forward, but friendly and courteous, the first to salute, hear and answer, hear and answer, and be not pensive when it is time to converse.





32.	Detract not from others, but neither be excessive in commending.





33.	Go not thither where you know not whether you shall be welcome or not.  Give not advice without being asked; and when desired, do it briefly.





34.	If two contend together, take not the part of either unconstrained, and be not obstinate in your opinion; in things indifferent be of the major side.





35.	Reprehend not the imperfection of others, for that belongs to parents, masters, and superiors.





36.	Gaze not on the marks or blemishes of others, and ask not how they came.	What you may speak in secret with your friends deliver not before others.





37.	Speak not in an unknown tongue in company, but in your own language; and that as those of quality do, and not as the vulgar.  Sublime matters treat seriously.





38.	Think before you speak; pronounce not imperfectly, nor bring out your words to hastily, but orderly and distinct lie.





39.	When another speaks, be attentive yourself, and disturb not the audience.	If any hesitate in his words, help him not, nor prompt him without being desired; interrupt him not, nor answer him till his speech be ended.





40.	Treat with men at fit times about business, and whisper not in the company of others.





41.	Make no comparisons; and if any of the company be commended for any brave act of virtue, commended not another for the same.





42.	Be not apt to relate news if you know not the truth thereof.  In discoursing of things you have heard,  name not your author always.  A secret discover not.





43.	Be not curious to know the affairs of others, neither approach to those that speak in private.





44.	Undertake not what you cannot perform; but be careful to keep your promise.





45.	When you deliver a matter, do it without passion and indiscretion, however mean the person may be you do it to.





46.	When your superiors talk to anybody, hear them; neither speak or laugh.





47.	In disputes be not so desirous to overcome as not to give liberty to each one to deliver his opinion, and submit to the judgment of the major part, especially if they are judges of the dispute.





48.	Be not tedious in discourse, make not many digressions, nor repeat often the same matter of discourse.





49.	Speak no evil of the absent, for it is unjust.





50.	Be not angry at table, whatever happens; and if you have reason to be so show it not; put on a cheerful countenance, especially if there be strangers, for good humor makes one dish a feast.





51.	Set not yourself at the upper end of the table; but if it be your due, or the master of the house will have it so, contend not, lest you should trouble the company.





52.	When you speak of God or his attributes, let it be seriously in reverence and honor, and obey your natural parents.





53.	Let your recreations be manful, not sinful.





54.	Labor to keep alive in your breast that little spark of celestial fire called conscience.





BOY WANTED





This “want ad” appeared in the early part of this century.





WANTED -  A boy that stands straight, sits straight, acts straight, and talks straight;


A boy whose fingernails are not in mourning, whose ears are clean, whose shoes are polished, whose clothes are brushed, whose hair is combed, and whose teeth are well cared for;


A boy who listens carefully when he is spoken it, who asks questions when he does not understand, and does not ask questions about things that are none of his business;


A boy that moves quickly and makes as little noise about it as possible;


A boy who whistles in the street, but does not whistle where he ought keep still;


A boy who looks cheerful, has already smile for everybody, and never sulks;


A boy who is polite to every man and respectful to every woman and girl;


A boy who does not smoke cigarettes and has no desire to learn how;


A boy who is more eager to know how to speak good English that to talk slang;


A boy that never bullies other boys nor allows other boys to bully him;


A boy who, when he does not know a thins says, “I don’t know,” and when has made a mistake says “I’m sorry,” and when he is asked to do a thing says “I’ll try”;


A boy who looks you right in the eye and tells the truth every time;


A boy who is eager to read good books;


A boy who would rather put in his spare time at the YMCA gymnasium that to gamble for pennies in a back room;


A boy who does not want to be “smart” nor in any wise attract attention;


A boy who would rather lose his job or be expelled from school than to tell a lie or be a cad;


A boy whom other boys like;


A boy who is at ease in the company of girls;


A boy who is not sorry for himself, and not forever thinking and talking about himself;


A boy who is friendly with his mother, and more intimate with her than anyone else;


A boy who makes you feel good when he is around;


A boy who is not a goody-goody, a prig, or a little pharisee, but just healthy, happy, and full of life;


This boy is wanted everywhere.  The family wants him, the school wants him, the office wants him, the boys want him, the girls want him, all creation wants him.





Introduction





I don't look to books outside the Bible to get my teaching material for my congregation; however, the principles that I teach regarding practical Christian living in a secular nation are so radical that I occasionally look to respected authors to see what they are saying about today's American society, it's culture, and its institutions.





I am currently reading five books:





Slouching Toward Gomorrah by Robert Bork


The Death of Outrage by William Bennett


The Spirit of America by William Bennett


The Book of Virtues by William Bennett


The Educated Child:  A Parent's Guide from Preschool through Eighth Grade by William Bennett





I have also purchased William Bennett's book entitled The Children's Book of Virtues that I want read to the younger children of our school.





Today, I am going to give you more corroborating evidence that our country is in deep trouble, and unless the parent's of our youngest generation experience a Christian revival and pass on to their children the virtues of the Christian way of life, we are looking at the last generation of children who will have an opportunity to see this country return to the values that have made it one of the greatest nations in the history of the human race.





First let me appeal to what people have said about Robert Bork's book Slouching Toward Gomorrah, a book that is the New York Times bestseller.





The New York Times:  "Bork makes astute points about the politicization (not to mention the Balkanization) of American culture and the diminished role that reason and rationality have come to play in our intellectual discourse."





Ernest LeFevre, Books and Culture:  "America will ignore Robert Bork's call for courage and repentance at its own peril."





Dan Quayle, 44th Vice-President of the United States:  "Judge Bork pulls no punches in describing the past and challenging us to fight for our children's future."





Alan K. Simpson, former Senator from Wyoming:  "Here is a certain trumpet in the midst of the cacophony of [dung] flooding and penetrating our ears, eyes, and senses.  Read and heed!"





Alexander Haig:  "Slouching Towards Gomorrah is for Americans who are concerned about the hedonistic drift of our nation."





Robert P. George, Department of Politics, Princeton University:  "The ideological triumph of liberalism among American elites--far from bringing the individual and social enlightenment it promised--has produced unprecedented moral decay.  The principal victims of this decay are the poorest and most vulnerable among us--those most in need of the support of a healthy culture.  Bork courageously and boldly states these truths.  A judge as wise as Solomon has become a prophet as powerful as Isaiah."





John Cardinal O'Connor, Archbishop of New York:  "A thesis that cannot be ignored.  Mr. Bork, one of America's clearest thinkers, uses a variety of current issues of debate to argue that America is on the decline."





Ralph Reed, Executive Director, Christian Coalition:  "A tour de force.  A must-read for anyone concerned about the state of American society at the close of the twentieth century."





Michael Novak, George Frederick Jewett Scholar in Religion and Public Policy, American Enterprise Institute:  "A brilliant blend of passionate conviction and sustained argument.  May be the most important book of the '90s."





Gertrude Himmelfarb, Professor Emeritus of History, City University of New York:  "With his inimitable combination of outrage and wit, Judge Bork has written the definitive account of an America on the eve of the millennium.  Ranging through every aspect of our culture and society--sex and race, crime and welfare, religion and courts--his book is not only a comprehensive description of our condition; it is a profound analysis of its ideological and historical roots."





Senator Chuck Grassley (Iowa):  "A must-read for anyone who cares about the future of American society.  Presents a provocative, critical, and convincing picture of a culture careening out of control, a culture that must change its ways or face destruction."








Ten Principles for Parents of Educated Children





The following ten propositions will help parents raise and educated child.





 1.	Parents are the first and most important teachers.





"Parents can make the difference."





 2.	Parents must not stop their teaching when schooling starts.





"Teachers cannot do a good job without the aid, support, and internet of parents."





 3.	The early years build the foundation for all later learning.





"A solid education by eighth grade is a necessity or there will be trouble in high school and beyond."





 4.	American schools are underperforming.





"Many schools do not pay enough attention to academic basics, and standards are often too low."





 5.	Learning requires discipline; discipline requires values.





"Too many classrooms are disrupted by disrespectful, unruly children.  Too many kids have not been taught the virtues necessary to succeed in school."





 6.	Follow common sense.





"Some people act as though it takes a special degree to know if a school is doing a good job.  Wrong."





 7.	Content matters:  what children study determines how well they learn.





"Many schools are unwilling to say exactly which facts and ideas their students should know.  This is a fundamental problem in American education.  Some things are more important to learn in elementary school that others."





 8.	Television is the enemy of good education.





"In many homes, television is the greatest obstacle to learning."





 9.	Education reform is possible.





"If you are interested and engaged, there is much you can do to ensure that your child receives an excellent education."





10.	Aim high, expect much and children will prosper.





"The surest way to learn more is to raise standards."








The Ingredients for Learning Virtuous Habits





 1.	Be a good example





The parent's example is the most influential and lasting.





 2.	High expectations





Young children enjoy living up to their parents' expectations.





 3.	Sensible rules





Rules of good behavior are crucial tools in molding character, not simply devices by which adults control children's behavior.





 4.	Good manners





Some veteran teachers say that they can no longer count on students coming to school with decent manners.  This is bad news for schools, because it makes it infinitely harder for educators to teach and for students to learn.  (It can also mean that school becomes a place for children to pick up bad habits from each other.)  Training children in good manners is a duty no parent should take lightly.  It requires lots of prompting, reminding, and good example setting.





 5.	Practicing the virtues together





Character lessons are like any other kind of learning:  Little children often take more delight in them when they can share them with you.





 6.	Talking about right and wrong





Talking about virtues does not mean preaching to them.  Rather, it means patiently explaining the way the world works and the way people ought to live.  It means calling little children's attention to examples of good (and bad) character around them.





 7.	Reading about the virtues





The stories and poems you read to your child are important allies.  They can help you introduce virtues to your child.





 8.	Attending church





In the end, moral training is arguably the central task of education, more central even than the three R's.





Forming Character for School Success





Some virtues usually associated with moral development are also essential for academic success.  Children who practice them are likely to have higher grades and fewer discipline problems.  Here are six key ideals that should be installed in children during the preschool years.





 1.	Work





A.	schoolwork


B.	homework


C.	teamwork





 2.	Responsibility





 3.	Perseverance





 4.	Self-discipline





 5.	Respect





A.	for authority


B.	for property


C.	for ideals


D.	spiritual beliefs and practice


E.	for country





 6.	Honesty





We live in an age when many adult Americans say there are no absolute standards for morals and ethics.





Social Skills





Social skills enable children to get along with others, work as part of a group, follow rules, make and keep friends, and act with confidence.  All of these abilities are important at school.  They also build good character.





Children learn basic social behavior through the expectations and rules that parents set, the rewards and punishments associated with those rules, and the examples placed before them.  A preschooler watches closely how parents treat each other, other children, friends, and strangers.  As the child begins to interact with people outside the family, he will model his behavior on actions he has witnessed at home.  Little children also develop social skills through play.  It is important to give preschoolers opportunity to be with other children.





Children will get off to an easier start in school if parents have spent time working with them in the following areas:





 1.	Recognizing rules.





 2.	Learning that others have their own views and feelings.





 3.	Understanding that others have rights.





 4.	Sharing.





 5.	Taking turns.





 6.	Respecting others' property.





 7.	Learning to be a part of the group.





 8.	Working with others.





 9.	Sitting quietly.





10.	Recognizing adult authority.





11.	Being polite.





12.	Leaving home and family for a few hours without being upset.





Helping Your Child Learn Self-Reliance





A big part of the curriculum of the home during the preschool years is helping the child learn to do things for himself.  It is important that he be able to handle certain everyday tasks by the time he goes to kindergarten.





 1.	Classroom learning depends on children helping themselves.





 2.	Children are embarrassed when they can't do things for themselves.





 3.	Self-help brings confidence and independence





 4.	Self-reliance fosters responsibility





 5.	Self-reliance teaches perseverance and thoroughness
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