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Text:  Isaiah 5:20-25





20	Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; who substitute darkness for light and light for darkness; who substitute bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!


21	Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes, and clever in their own sight!


22	Woe to those who are heroes in drinking wine, and valiant men in mixing strong drink;


23	Who justify the wicked for a bribe, and take away the rights of the ones who are in the right!


24	Therefore, as a tongue of fire consumes stubble, and dry grass collapses into the flame, so their root will become like rot and their blossom blow away as dust; for they have rejected the law of the LORD of hosts, and despised the word of the Holy One of Israel.


25	On this account the anger of the LORD has burned against His people, and He has stretched out His hand against them and struck them down, and the mountains quaked; and their corpses lay like refuse in the middle of the streets. For all this His anger is not spent, but His hand is still stretched out. (NAS)





Wrapping Up Last Week's message





The Intellectual Class as an Important Cultural Force, Today





The intellectual class that drives modern liberalism is an important cultural force, today.  Because they wield the power of language and symbols, their values and ideas are broadcast by the press, movies, television, universities, primary and secondary schools, books and magazines, philanthropies, foundations, and many churches.





The Psychology of the Intellectuals Who Drive Modern Liberalism





"The salvation sought by the intellectual is always based on inner need, . . .The intellectual seeks in various ways . . . to endow his life with pervasive meaning, and thus find unity with himself, with his fellow men, and with the cosmos. . . . As a consequence there is a growing demand that the world and the total pattern of life be subject to an order that is significant and meaningful."





(My Comments)





Let me interpret that statement:





"The salvation sought by the intellectual [ modern liberals in control of our institutions ] is always based on inner need [ we are born with it because the human race is totally depraved ], . . .The intellectual [ modern liberals in control of our institutions ] seeks in various ways [ apart from divine revelation ] . . . to endow his life with pervasive meaning [ meaning that will totally fill his life ], and thus find unity [ peace in three areas of his life ] with himself, with his fellow men [ others ], and with the cosmos [ the world under the dominion of Satan ]. . . . As a consequence [ because there is an inner need ] there is a growing demand [ on the part of the intellectual class, namely, modern liberals, that the world [ people of the world ] and the total pattern of life [ how man should live to solve the problems of life ] be subject to an order [plan devised by the modern liberal ] that is significant [ will solve man's problems ] and meaningful [ answer the three major questions:  where have we come from; why are we here; and where are we going? ]





Today's intellectual class are cosmic evangelists who have been influenced by Satan.





Their message:  modern liberalism in two forms:





Radical Individualism.


Radical Egalitarianism.





Fair question:  Why do modern liberals work for Satan by imposing their evil concepts upon the people of our country?





Honest answer:  Because there is a spiritual vacuum inside every member of the human race that can only be filled by Jesus Christ and His life, and when that Person and Life are rejected, there is nothing left but human viewpoint solutions; and as we have seen, when you are in power, you seek to impose your thinking on the masses below you.  "As a man thinks in his heart, so is he."





(End of My Comments)





The inner need for pervasive meaning was satisfied through most of history in Western civilization by religion; however, as religious faith began to retreat in the 18th century and continued to retreat through the 19th and 20th centuries, the intellectual's need for meaning did not decline but remained urgent.  Since religious faith was in retreat, meaning had to be found in a secular belief system.  The answer became left-wing politics which offers a comprehensive world view and a promise of salvation in a utopia that conventional politics cannot offer.





Richard Grenier, a commentator on culture, sets forth a list of intellectuals of high social and economic standing who are the most subject to longings for meaning and have sought their salvation through left-wing politics.  Among them are the following:  university professors, clergymen, government officials, certain nobles, those who live on inherited wealth, journalists, school teachers, the artistic class (Robert Redford, Jane Fonda, Gore Vidal),  and some self-taught proletarians.





Introduction





Freedom





 1.	The origin of freedom:





A.	Human history is about the resolution of the spiritual battle between God and Satan, the battle being known as the angelic conflict.





B.	The big issue in the angelic conflict is volition.





C.	Volition implies FREEDOM because volition is that characteristic in the human soul that has the capacity to make decisions.





D.	Freedom implies the capacity to make decisions consistent with or contrary to established standards.





Established Standards





 2.	Defined:  Established standards are those rules established by God, a nation, a state, a county, a city, an organization, or an individual.





Example:  Divine standards are those standards established for mankind by God in eternity past.


Example:  National standards are those standards established by congressional legislation.


Example:  State standards are those standards established by congressional legislation.


Example:  County standards are those standards established by county officials.


Example:  City standards are those standards established by city officials.


Example:  Organizational standards are those standards established by organizations


Example:  Personal standards are those standards established by individual persons.





 3.	Established standards are everywhere and found on every level of society.





Freedom and Established Standards





 4.	Freedom related to established standards:





A.	Freedom of choice implies freedom to make good decisions and bad decisions.





1)	Good decisions are decisions consistent with established standards that are consistent with truth in three categories:  the laws of divine establishment; the Gospel; the Royal Family Honor Code.





2)	Bad decisions are decisions contrary to established standards that are consistent with truth in three categories:  the laws of divine establishment; the Gospel; the Royal Family Honor Code.





B.	The source of the standard determines the implications of both good and bad decisions:





1)	Divine source (the God of Christianity).





a.	Good decisions are called establishment good and divine good.


b.	Bad decisions are called by two different names:





1	sin.


2	human good.





2)	Government source (legislation, etc.):





a.	Good decisions result in orderly function of society.


b.	Bad decisions are called criminal and result in various degrees of punishment.





3)	Organizational source (by-laws, etc):





a.	Good decisions result in the orderly function of the society.


b.	Bad decisions may have three manifestations:


1	non-criminal sin:  anger, pride, jealousy, gossip; fornication, drunkenness.


2	criminal sin:  murder, rape, theft.


3.	human good:  humanitarianism, philanthropy, altruism.





4)	Personal source (human viewpoint standards chosen by the individual):





a.	Good decisions result in personal satisfaction and divine disgust.


b.	Bad decisions result in personal dissatisfaction and continued divine disgust.





 5.	The big question in the angelic conflict is whether or not human beings will use their volition to make good decisions, that is, decisions consistent with the established standards (rules for living) that govern the specific dispensation in which that human being lives.





A.	Good decisions are decisions consistent with divine policy and result in blessing-in-time and rewards in eternity.  God is also vindicated in sentencing Satan to the lake of fire under the following principle:  If the lower creature (man) chooses to follow God's plan, the implication is that the higher creature (Satan) could have followed God's plan, but chose not to follow God's plan, thereby vindicating God's decision to sentence Satan to the lake of fire.





B.	Bad decisions are decisions inconsistent with divine policy and result in the following:





1)	For the believer:





a.	temporal punishment:  loss of blessing in time; self-induced misery, warning discipline, increased misery, sin-unto-death.





b,.	bema seat judgment:  loss of eternal rewards





2)	For the unbeliever.





a.	the Great White Throne judgment.





b.	Every act of human good, with or without cognizance of the saving grace of God, s a repudiation of the cross of Christ and its phase two benefits.





 6.	Proverbs 23:7 reads, "For as he thinks within himself, so he is. . . ." (NAS)





A.	This passage teaches us that whatever a man does is the result of what he thinks, and what he thinks determines what he does.





B.	Corollary:  The culture of any society is the result of the corporate thinking of the people who make up that society.





 7.	The founding fathers of the United States were guided by three important documents:





A.	The Bible.


B.	The Declaration of Independence.


C.	The Constitution of the United States.





 8.	The importance of these three documents in the lives of the founding fathers:





A.	The Bible was their moral guide.


B.	The Declaration of Independence declared the following principles of guidance:





1)	equality of all people.


2)	the unalienable right of life.


3)	the unalienable right of liberty.


4)	the unalienable right of the pursuit of happiness.





C.	The Constitution amplifies and extends the four principles stated in the Declaration of Independence.





 9.	It is absolutely imperative to understand the following:





A.	Every citizen of the United States has the freedom to choose the SOURCE of his own personal moral guide.





Remember:  The Bible was the moral guide of the founding fathers, but that was a matter of THEIR personal choice, freely made, and not a mandate from ANY source.





B.	The Declaration of Independence declares this freedom, and the first amendment of the Constitution protects that freedom.





C.	The Declaration of Independence and the Constitution of the United States guarantee that no American is required to be guided by the Bible.





1)	This means that the morality of any American is determined by his choice of the source of his rules for living.





2)	In fact, it must be understood by every citizen of the United States that NO citizen is required to have ANY religious source of rules to guide them through life.





3)	When Christians use the Bible to measure the lives of other citizens of the United States, they must understand that the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution of the United States guarantee that ANY American citizen is free to be moral, amoral, or immoral, and without repercussion for being so, as long as his decisions are not criminal in nature.





4)	Principle:  Some biblical sin is criminal activity, and some biblical sin is not criminal activity.





a.	The Bible defines sin.





b.	Government legislation defines criminal activity, and it just so happens that some activities defined as sin by the Bible are also defined as criminal activity by government legislation.





5)	When measured by the Christian Bible, the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution of the United States grant the freedom to any American to be guilty of biblical sin without repercussion from the legislated laws of this country--as long as the sinful activity is not criminal in nature.





a.	If an American citizens decisions are biblically sinful, but not criminal, God deals with the individual.





b.	If an American citizen's decisions are biblically sinful and simultaneously criminal, the sinful aspect falls under God's jurisdiction while the criminal aspect falls under the state's jurisdiction. In other words, God deals with the sin, while the State deals with the crime.





6)	The Declaration of Independence and the Constitution of the United States also guarantee every American the freedom and right to be an atheist.





7)	These guarantees are why the following activities are tolerated by the State, while not being tolerated by God:  homosexuality, lesbianism, drunkenness, worshipping false gods, Satan worship, fornication.





8)	The issue with God is sin.





9)	The issue with the State is freedom, not sin, and this very fact allows for the potential destruction of this nation.  Freedom demands moral responsibility, and the citizens of this nation have been on an irresponsible moral downslide for at least five generations.





10)	Consider the following diagram:





Activities Considered Sinful by God


These Are Biblical Issues Defined as Sin�
Activities the State Considers Legal


These Are Issues Permitted by Freedom�
�
homosexuality�
homosexuality�
�
lesbianism�
lesbianism�
�
drunkenness�
drunkenness�
�
worshipping false gods�
worshipping false gods�
�
Satan worship�
Satan worship�
�
fornication�
fornication�
�



Activities Considered Sinful by God�
Activities the State Considers to Be Crime�
�
murder�
murder�
�
stealing�
stealing�
�
drunkenness�
public drunkenness�
�
drunkenness�
driving under the influence of alcohol�
�



D.	The State is amoral.  Human beings are either moral, immoral, or amoral.





E.	A problem exists.  Because the Bible considers murder sinful, and because the State punishes murderers, Christians have a tendency to want the State to disapprove, punish, and even ban other forms of sin, such as, homosexuality, lesbianism, and fornication, when in fact, the State punishes murder, not because it is sinful, but because murder violates the murdered person's freedom and unalienable right to life.





F.	While homosexuality, and lesbianism, and fornication are considered sinful by God, when conducted privately among consenting adults, the State recognizes these acts as falling within the boundaries of those freedoms guaranteed by the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution of the United States.





G.	We must remember that the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution of the United States are amoral.  It was the founding fathers of this country who were moral, not the Declaration of Independence or the Constitution of the United States.





H.	Herein lies the problem.  The Declaration of Independence declares that "all men are created equal," and that "all men have certain unalienable rights," namely, "life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness;" however, neither the Declaration of Independence nor the Constitution of the United States set forth the conditions necessary to maintain a biblically moral order in our nation.  The Bible does that, and while the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution, under the principle of freedom, allow each Christian to establish his own personal Christian morality, the same Declaration of Independence and Constitution protects the "unalienable rights" of other citizens to practice biblically sinful activity without repercussion from the State.





Principle:  The State's concern is freedom, not morality, and God's concern is both freedom and morality.





I.	The thing that made this nation strong from its beginning was the moral integrity of its founding fathers, not the Declaration of Independence or the Constitution.  The founding fathers exploited the freedoms provided by the Declaration of Independence and Constitution to develop a moral order that made this country strong, and it should be understood that when the moral integrity of the citizens of this country began to weaken, we began to see this nation's greatness disappear.


�
DIAGRAM





The following diagram is designed to show how the intellectual class has communicated their values to the people of this country and how by reason of the eleven levels of perception the people of this country have accepted the values of the intellectual class.  The eleven levels of perception in this diagram are explained in the document titled "Levels of Control."  The following diagram must be viewed in "Page Layout. Click "View," then click "Page Layout."





Proverbs 23:7  For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he . . . . . (KJV)





�




















�


��


�


��


��





�����������


��


������������������������


�





� PAGE �8�








Radical Individualism





Radical Egalitarianism





Relative Morality





VALUES


   1    2      3      4    5      6     7      8    9    10    11





People


of this


Country





Intellectual


Class





Values  Communicated By





  1.  Press


  2.  Movies


  3.  Television


  4.  Universities


  5.  Primary Schools


  6.  Secondary Schools


  7.  Books


  8.  Magazines


  9.  Philanthropies


10.  Foundations


11.  Churches








Levels of Perception





11.  Systems concept


10.  Principle


  9.  Program


  8.  Sequence


  7.  Category


  6.  Relationship


  5.  Event


  4.  Transition


  3.  Configuration


  2.  Sensation


  1.  Intensity











