GETTING YOUR “WANT-TO” FIXED





Text:  Philippians 2:13





2:13  For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure. (KJV)


2:13  for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for {His} good pleasure. (NAS)


2:13  for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose. (NIV)


2:13  For God is at work within you, helping you want to obey him, and then helping you do what he wants. (TLB)





Introduction:





Every born-again Christian is a trichotomous being, that is, he has a human spirit, soul, and a body.





1 Thessalonians 5:23  And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. (KJV)





The human body brings us into contact with the world around us.


The soul keeps us in contact with ourselves.


The human spirit brings us into contact with God.





Let’s review the human soul for a moment.  The human soul is comprised of five things:





self-consciousness


mentality


volition


emotion


conscience





The soul’s mentality has two lobes:  


a left lobe and a right lobe


the right lobe of the soul’s mentality is called “the heart.”





Listen to Scripture:





Proverbs 23:7 For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he: Eat and drink, saith he to thee; but his heart is not with thee. (KJV)





There it is!  The Bible tells us that the spiritual heart is where we do our thinking—and it’s the right lobe of the soul’s mentality.





Now listen to the Bible as it tells us what the human heart is like before we are born-again:





Jeremiah 17:9  The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it? (KJV)





Now, let me tell you a story:


�
A friend of mine is now 84 years old, and he has outlived many of his friends, all of whom had had by-pass surgery in the early years when by-pass surgery was a new procedure.  They had all been told by their physician how to conduct their lives after the surgery.  His friends died.  He still lives.  The difference:  He said, “I got my ‘want-to’ fixed.”





Illustration:  This story illustrates many who have come into the Christian way of life and never found the way of victory over the world, the flesh, or the devil.  They continue to love the world.  They continue to cater to the flesh; and they prefer false doctrines, half-truths, distortions of truth, and often prefer “the lie.”  Now, if this last statement is too strong for you—preferring the lie--listen to what the Bible says about God’s attitude toward the UNBELIEVER who believes “the lie”:





II Thessalonians 2:10-12


10	And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved.


11	And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie:


12	That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness. (KJV)





Are we to believe that God’s punitive measures are any different toward the believer who believes “the lie?”  I think not.





The believer must get his “want-to” fixed, but first, he must WANT to know and do the truth.





I see three things that stand in the way of a “want-to” fix:  ignorance, road blocks, and soul kinks.





Ignorance of pertinent truth is one of the things that stands in the way of fulfilling a “want to.”





(1)	Ignorance of the Christian assets provided for every believer:


(2)	Ignorance of the mechanics for executing God’s plan every believer.


(3)	Ignorance of the ten unique characteristics of the Church Age.


(4)	Ignorance of the eleven problem solving devices.


(5)	Ignorance of the mystery doctrines of the Church Age, resulting in malfunction of epistemological rehabilitation.





Because of ignorance:





You “want to” stop sinning—but you don’t know how.


You “want to” receive forgiveness and cleansing--but you don’t know how.


You “want to” get victory over the world--but you don’t know how.


You “want to” get victory over the flesh--but you don’t know how.


You “want to” get victory over the devil--but you don’t know how.


You see, THIS is ignorance of PERTINENT truth.





A roadblock is another thing that stands in the way of fulfilling a “want to.”  A roadblock is something over which you have no control that blocks you from fulfilling your “want to.”





You “want to” go to Bible class—but your father won’t allow you.


You “want to” go to the mission field—but you don’t have the money.


You “want to” give a grace offering—but your husband controls the check book.


You “want to” teach a Bible class—but the nominating committee overlooks you.





A soul kink is another thing that stands in the way of fulfilling a “want to.”  A soul-kink is something that you believe that is incorrect and about which you are unwilling to change your thinking even if you are told the truth about the matter.





Illustration:





Use a clothes hangar to illustrate spiritual weakness created by a “soul kink.”  Put a kink in the hangar and keep bending it until it breaks.





Application:





This is exactly what happens in the soul.  A circumstance of life can never be fixed if that circumstance is associated with the soul kink.





All blacks are inferior.


All whites are bigots.


Inter-racial marriage is un-Scriptural.


Once-a-deacon-always-a-deacon.


Someone or some group other than the Pastor the final authority in all church matters.


Human life begins at conception.


Abortion is tantamount to murder.


Only people in your denomination will be in heaven.


Tithing is biblical giving.





Ignorance of pertinent doctrine, roadblocks, and soul kinks will stand in the way of getting your “want to” fixed.





This leads me to my text, Philippians 2:13, “For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.” (KJV)





“For it is God . . .”





There are three Persons of the Godhead:





God the Father is the Author of the plan.


God the Son is the Executor of the Father’s plan.


God the Holy Spirit is the Revealer and Restorer to the Father’s plan.





“which worketh in you . . .”





It is God the Holy Spirit who is working in you.


He indwells your human spirit and manifests Himself in seven different ways, every one beneficial to the believer’s moment-by-moment walk..





“both . . .”





Indicates that the Holy Spirit is going to do two things for every yielded Church Age believer.





“to will . . .”





This is your “want to.”


“to will” is to “want to.”


And isn’t it interesting that the Holy Spirit is going to work on your “want to.”





Every time a Christian says, “I don’t want to,” this Christian is acknowledging that he is either quenching or grieving the Holy Spirit.





If the Holy Spirit has to work on your “want to,” is it not clear that the reason He has to work on your “want to” is because you don’t “want to?”





I don’t want to give up my area of sinful weakness.


I don’t want to go to give up my worldly lifestyle.


I don’t want to give up my arrogant attitude.


I don’t want to start doing the things that God wants me to.


I don’t want to function under anyone’s authority.


I don’t want to change my mind about THAT (whatever THAT is).





As long as you “don’t want to,” you will never do what you “should do,” and the Holy Spirit’s hands are tied as long as you “don’t want to.”  The only thing God the Father can do is apply pressure.





God the Father works ON the believer’s negative volition by applying pressure through divine discipline.





God the Holy Spirit works on the believer through the believer’s yieldedness.





The key to changing your “want to” is when you reach the point of “wanting to want to.”





When the Christian says, “I want to want to,” he is acknowledging his need and willingness to depend upon God the Holy Spirit to fix his “want to.”





You may not “want to,” but you must “want to want to.”





When the Christian says, “I want to,” while doing just the opposite of what he says he wants to do, this indicates at least one of two things:





Saying you “want to” is a “smoke screen” for the fact that you don’t really “want to.”


Or you REALLY “want to,” but don’t know how to do what you “want to” do.





How can we possibly know that either of these two assessments are correct?  It’s because  2 + 2 always = 4.





“and to do . . .”





This is the application phase that follows the “want to” phase.


You will never do what you “don’t want to.”


You can only do what you “want to.”


But you can’t do it in your own strength.





“For it is God which worketh in you . . . to do of his good pleasure. (KJV)





Through YIELDEDNESS to the indwelling God the Holy Spirit, the Holy Spirit is able to produce in us what we cannot produce ourselves.





Principle:  Whatever you and I do, while not yielded to God the Holy Spirit, is only energy of the flesh production that will burn at the bema seat of Christ.





“His good pleasure . . .”





Doing “His good pleasure” is simply doing what God wants us to do.





Are you doing what God wants you to do in every area of your life or are you holding onto your “red jelly bean?”  (Bobby Joiner’s song about the red-jelly-bean)





Let’s close with a look at those things that give evidence that a believer is not yielded to God the Holy Spirit and is operating in the energy of the flesh:





unconfessed sin in the life


quenching the Spirit:  not doing what you should do


grieving the Spirit:  doing what you shouldn’t do


not walking by means of the Spirit





rejecting His teaching in your human spirit


rejecting His guidance in your human spirit


rejecting His confirmations in your human spirit





The choice is yours:  You can get your “WANT TO” FIXED at any time you ‘want to.”  The question is simple:  DO YO WANT TO WANT TO.  I challenge you, for God’s sake, to want to want to so that the Holy Spirit can produce God’s GOOD PLEASURE in you.





Let us pray.
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