HALLOWEEN








Text





1 Corinthians 10:31  Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.  (KJV)





Gal 5:16-25


16	But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh.


17	For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do the things that you please.


18	But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the Law.


19	Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality,


20	idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions,


21	envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn you just as I have forewarned you that those who practice such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.


22	But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,


23	gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.


24	Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.


25	If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.  (NAS)








Nine Points Regarding Halloween





 1.	There is no place in the spiritual life for Halloween.





 2.	There is no place in the Christian life for Halloween.





 3.	Christians who participate in Halloween, do so for one of three reasons:





A.	ignorance of the meaning of Halloween.





B.	cosmic 1 involvement:  arrogance of self-centeredness.





C.	cosmic 2 involvement:  hatred toward God, His plan, and His Word.





D.	"herd bound naivete":  everyone's doing it.





E.	The "other Christian" syndrome:  other Christians are doing it.





 4.	Some say, "But there's nothing wrong with it."  I say, "But there's nothing right about it."





 5.	People look at the little children all dressed up and say, "Aren't they cute?" and I say, "But cute doesn't make it right."





 6.	Halloween is just another thing where children learn from their parents to do what is wrong.





 7.	Halloween has it's roots in pagan religion.





 8.	You can't rationalize away the truth about Halloween. You can only become trapped by it.





 9.	Principle:  If you start out wrong, you can't end up right.





Introduction





Three motivating reasons for this message today: 





"Boo at the Zoo" in Little Rock: so many cars trying to get in that they were backed-up on I-630 in both directions on Thursday evening.


Halloween on SUNDAY in LR: most families will be at home, including Christian families.


The Day of the Dead in San Antonio: high-schoolers walking through the streets in parade.





The following information is provided in support of the Nine Points Regarding Halloween set forth preceding this introduction.








Halloween:  History and Customs





Halloween is celebrated annually.





But just how and when did this peculiar custom originate?


Is it, as some claim, a kind of demon worship?


Or is it just a harmless vestige of some ancient pagan ritual?





The word "Halloween" actually has its origins in the Catholic Church.





It comes from a contracted corruption of All Hallows Eve.


All Hallows Day, or All Saint's Day, November 1, is a Catholic day of observance in honor of saints.





But, in the 5th century BC, in Celtic Ireland, summer officially ended on October 31.





The holiday was called Samhain (sow-en), the Celtic New year.


One story says that, on that day, the disembodied spirits of all those who had died throughout the preceding year would come back in search of living bodies to possess for the next year.


It was believed to be their only hope for the afterlife, (Panati).


The Celts believed all laws of space and time were suspended during this time, allowing the spirit world to intermingle with the living, (Gahagan).





Naturally, the still-living did not want to be possessed.





So on the night of October 31, villagers would extinguish the fires in their homes, to make them cold and undesirable.





(Gahagan disagrees) Probably a better explanation of why the Celts extinguished their fires was not to discourage spirit possession, but so that all the Celtic tribes could relight their fires from a common source, the Druidic fire that was kept burning in the Middle of Ireland, at Usinach, (Gahagan).





They would then dress up in all manner of ghoulish costumes and noisily paraded around the neighborhood, being as destructive as possible in order to frighten away spirits looking for bodies to possess, (Panati).





Some accounts tell of how the Celts would burn someone at the stake who was thought to have already been possessed, as sort of a lesson to the spirits, (Panati).





(Gahagan disagrees) Other accounts of Celtic history debunk these stories as myth, (Gahagan).





The Romans adopted the Celtic practices as their own.





But in the first century AD, they abandoned any practice of sacrificing of humans in favor of burning effigies.





The thrust of the practices also changed over time to become more ritualized.





As belief in spirit possession waned, the practice of dressing up like hobgoblins, ghosts, and witches took on a more ceremonial role.








The Custom of Halloween Brought to America





The custom of Halloween was brought to America in the 1840's by Irish immigrants fleeing their country's potato famine.





At that time, the favorite pranks in New England included tipping over outhouses and unhinging fence gates, (Panati).





The Origin of Trick-or-Treating





The custom of trick-or-treating is thought to have originated not with the Irish Celts, but with a ninth-century European custom called souling.





On November 2, All Souls Day, early Christians would walk from village to village begging for "soul cakes," made out of square pieces of bread with currants.


The more soul cakes the beggars would receive, the more prayers they would promise to say on behalf of the dead relatives of the donors.


At the time, it was believed that the dead remained in limbo for a time after death, and that prayer, even by strangers, could expedite a soul's passage to heaven.





�
The Origin of the Jack-o-Lantern





The Jack-o-lantern custom probably comes from Irish folklore.  As the tale is told, a man named Jack, who was notorious as a drunkard and trickster, tricked Satan into climbing a tree.  Jack then carved an image of a cross in the tree's trunk, trapping the devil up the tree.  Jack made a deal with the devil that, if he would never tempt him again, he would promise to let him down the tree.





According to the folk tale, after Jack died, he was denied entrance to Heaven because of his evil ways, but he was also denied access to Hell because he had tricked the devil.  Instead, the devil gave him a single ember to light his way through the frigid darkness.  The ember was placed inside a hollowed-out turnip to keep it glowing longer.





The Irish used turnips as their "Jack's lanterns" originally.  But when the immigrants came to America, they found that pumpkins were far more plentiful than turnips.  So the Jack-O-Lantern in America was a hollowed-out pumpkin, lit with an ember.





So, although some cults and Satanists may have adopted Halloween as their favorite "holiday," the day itself did not grow out of evil practices.  It grew out of the rituals of Celts celebrating a new year, and out of Medieval prayer rituals of Europeans.








A Samhain Celebration:  You Call It Hallowe'en...  We Call It Samhain


by Peg Aloi





Samhain (October 31-Nov 1) The Last Harvest.  The Earth nods a sad farewell to the God.  We know that He will once again be reborn of the Goddess and the cycle will continue. This is the time of reflection, the time to honor the Ancients who have gone on before us and the time of 'Seeing"(divination).








The Celtic New Year


Celtic Feast of Samhain:  Celtic New Year





November 1 is the Celtic feast of Samhain. Samhain, Gaelic for "summer's end," was the most important of the ancient Celtic feasts.





The Celts honored the intertwining forces of existence: darkness and light, night and day, cold and heat, death and life.





Celtic knotwork represents this intertwining.  The Celts observed time as proceeding from darkness to light.  The Celtic day began at dusk, the beginning of the dark and cold night, and ended the following dusk, the end of a day of light and warmth.  The Celtic year began with An Geamhradh, the dark Celtic winter, and ended with Am Foghar, the Celtic harvest.  Samhain marks the beginning of both An Geamhradh and the new Celtic year.  





Samhain and the new Celtic year actually begin at dusk on October 31, the beginning of the Celtic day.





Oidhche Shamhna, the Eve of Samhain, was the most important part of Samhain. Villagers gathered the best of the autumn harvest and slaughtered cattle for the feast. The focus of each village's festivities was a great bonfire. Villagers cast the bones of the slaughtered cattle upon the flames.  (Our word bonfire comes from these "bone fires.")  With the great bonfire roaring, the villagers extinguished all other fires. Each family then solemnly lit their hearth from the one great common flame, bonding all families of the village together.





The eve of the Celtic year was a very holy time.





The Celts believed that Oidhche Shamhna was a gap in time.  Our world and the Otherworld came together on the night between the old and new years.  The dead could return to the places where they had lived.  Many rituals of Oidhche Shamhna provided hospitality for dead ancestors.  Celts put out food and drink for the dead with great ceremony.  They left their windows, doors, and gates unlocked to give the dead free passage into their homes.  Swarms of spirits poured into our world on November Eve.  Not all of these spirits were friendly, so Celts carved the images of spirit-guardians onto turnips.  They set these jack o' lanterns before their doors keep out unwelcome visitors from the Otherworld.  





There was also a much lighter side to the Celtic New Year rituals.





Young people would put on strange disguises and roam about the countryside, pretending to be the returning dead or spirits from the Otherworld.  Celts thought the break in reality on November Eve not only provided a link between the worlds, but also dissolved the structure of society for the night.  Boys and girls would put on each other's clothes, and would generally flout convention by boisterous behavior and by playing tricks on their elders and betters.  





Divination of the events of the coming year was another prominent feature of Samhain.





Celts used hazelnuts, symbols of wisdom, to foretell the future. Bobbing for apples, another traditional Samhain pastime, was a reference to the Celtic Emhain Abhlach, "Paradise of Apples," where the dead, having eaten of the sacred fruit, enjoyed a blissful immortality.  





Ancient Celtic religion cast the year as a contest between the gods of winter and summer for the favor of the goddess of the earth.





The god of summer claimed victory at Latha Buidhe Bealltainn, May Day, but at Samhain the god of winter, who was also lord of the dead, was victorious.  Celts often depicted the god of winter with antlers which he shed each autumn like a stag.  In parts of western Brittany the coming of winter is still heralded by the baking of kornigou.  Kornigou are little cakes in the shape of antlers to commemorate the god of winter shedding his "cuckold" horns as he returns to his kingdom in the Otherworld.  





Many ancient Celtic customs proved compatible with the new Christian religion.





Christianity embraced the Celtic notions of family, community, the bond among all people, and respect for the dead.


The Western Church gave Samhain a Christian blessing in 837 AD when November 1 was designated the Feast of All Saints or Hallow Tide.


Oidhche Shamhna became Hallow E'en.  








Happy Samhain





Samhain is the Witches' New Year's Eve, November 1st is the first day of the new year, it marks the end of one summer and the beginning of winter.  It is the final harvest of the year.  This is the time of the year when the ancient tribes harvested for the last time during the year, and prepared for the long months of winter.  Food was stored, animals brought in from the fields, animals needed for food supply were slaughter and prepared for long storage, activity was moved from outdoors to indoors, by the warmth of the hearth fire.  





Artist - Charles Lang (Salem, Ma)  The ancient tribes celebrated the Celtic Feast of the Dead, a practice which is carried on today.





Samhain is a time when we honor our ancestors and the memory they left behind.


On Samhain the veil between all worlds is the thinnest.


It is a powerful time for divination and contacting those who have walk these lands before us.  





This is the time of the season which the Crone rules.  She is one aspect of the Goddess, Crone, Maiden, and Mother.  It is She who opens the Western gate for those departed to travel into Summerland.  She rules areas of death and regination, occult sciences, healing, and the wisdom of the ages.  She comes in the form of Cerridwen, Hecate, Arianrhod, Persephone, among many others.  We use the Crone to assist us in transition from one life to the next, of leaving one level of our existence and entering the next.  To bring us into the Womb of the Mother only to assist us in being reborn once again.  For it is through Her Wisdom and guidance we learn lessons from experience past and begin life anew from the wisdom gained.  





Ritual fires of Samhain were lit at the fall of dusk on the sacred hilltops, of ancient times, for the protection of people and land.  Today we use fire in our Magic Circle to build a shield of protection and to light the Path for the future.  Witches perform rituals, using the Crone's assistance, to leave behind that which they do not want to carry on into the future; outdated habits, completion of past relationships; insecurities and those thing which do not service to carry on.  Magic is done to better our lives, the lives of those around us, and all connected to the web of life.





It is customary for Witches to dress on Samhain eve, the costume reflect the Witches projection for the upcoming year.  It is a festive, joyful time, where we visit friends and share treats stories and memories.








SAMHAIN ON THREE LEVELS





Samhain, the month that heralds the rule of darkness, no other festival in the old Celtic year fires the imagination in the supernatural mysteries of life and death.  Like all Celtic festivals, it was celebrated on three levels.  On the material level it was the time of stock-taking on supplies for the winter ahead, bringing people and cattle in from the hills and glens to their winter quarters and re-tying the social bonds of kinship.  This level of the festival was practical and necessary but even so it conformed to the religious philosophy, that all were part of the great clan spirit that was invoked at this time of year.





To be alone and missing at this dangerous time was to expose your spirit to the perils of the chaotic Otherworld.  In present times the importance of this part of the festival has diminished for most people living in this country, but you should try to see this from the stand- point of a tribal people for whom a bad season meant facing a long winter of famine in which many would not survive to the spring.





On the second level this was a very inner time for the people.  As a warrior race Death was never very far away, yet to die was not the tragedy it is in modern times.  What was of great importance to these people was to die with honour and to live in the memory of the clan and be honoured at the great feast Fleadh nan Mairbh (Feast of the Dead) which took place on Samhain Eve.





This was the most magical time of the year; it was the day which did not exist.  During this night the great shield of Skathach was lowered, allowing the barriers between the worlds to fade and the forces of chaos to invade our realms of order.





At this time the Spirits of the Dead and those yet to be born of the Clan walked freely amongst the living.  Food and entertainment were provided in their honour.  In this way the Clan was at one with its past, present and future.  This level of the festival was never totally subdued by Christianity and survives today as Hallowe'en.  It has been adopted by most as the sum and total of Samhain.





Finally, on the third level of Cosmic event, the rising of Pleiades, the winter stars, heralds the supremacy of night over day, the dark half ruled by the realms of the moon.  In the three days preceding the Samhain month the Sun God Lugh, who was maimed at Lughnassadh, dies by the hand of his Tanist (his other self) who is the Lord of mis-rule.  Lugh passes through the boundaries of the worlds on the first day of Samhain.  His Tanist is a niggardly King and though he shines brightly in the winter skies he gives nothing of his warmth to the land.  He cannot warm the north wind which is the breath of the Crone, Cailleach Bheare.  In this we see the ageless battle between the light and dark, the forces of growth and decay, life and death, but never good and evil.  Between these two great balanced realms of Sun and Moon lies the ordered universe which sustains all life in this realm.  The cyclic harmony of seasonal dominance of these realms means on our level that neither Life nor Death can ever hold permanent sway.








Samhain Ritual


by Lady Ardane





We are here tonight to celebrate the most sacred of our holidays, Samhain.  A time outside of time, a time when the boundaries have been lifted, normal laws are suspended, and spirits from the other world can seek entry into ours.  The doors are opened, the thresholds can be bridged.  Samhain is a night for divination, the past, present and future merge. The dead and the still to be born are celebrated.





For those of you who have not been here to share our holiday before, I will explain something of our tradition.  Halloween, called Samhain by the ancient Celts, and Hallowmass by the early Christians, represented the final harvest of the year for the ancient people.  A time when all of their food was stored for the coming winter, a time of abundance and plenty, a time to give thanks to their dieties.  Their belief system was based on the planting and weather cycles and so, to them, this was their New Year, a time when the fields would lay fallow until the spring came again.  They viewed their God in the same way.  He was born of the Goddess at Yule, the time of the winter Solstice, (which, by the way is where the Christians got the idea that Jesus was born in December).  At Imbolc, (now called Ground hog day by those who do not understand it's true meaning), the goddess has recovered from the birth and the God is a growing lad whose power becomes greater with each passing day.  This represents the halfway point between winter and spring.  By Ostara, the spring equinox, (also taken from the Pagans and now called Easter) mother earth is greening and the God is maturing.  By Beltane (May 1) the mature God and Goddess lie together to assure the fertility of the earth.  By the summer soltstice she knows she is pregnant and he is at the peak of his power.  By Lammas, (also called Loafmass, the first harvest) he begins to weaken.  By the fall equinox, (called Mabon) as the light grows less, his power grows less, and the world readies itself for rest as he prepares himself to leave his aging body.  At Samhain we bid the God a temporary goodbye while he goes to prepare himself for his rebirth at Yule.  The wheel of life turns and turns again.  





The story of the birth, life and death of the God is the story of the birth life and death of each of us.  This cycle of birth death and rebirth is the basis for our belief in reincarnation.  His death or sacrifice at Samhain is the foundation of All Hallow 's Eve or The Festival of the Dead.  Tonight we are here to honor our beloved dead.  We believe that on this night, the veil between the worlds is thin and we can call to those who have gone and they will hear us. . . .  and so . . .





The Circle of Power is about to be erected. Let all who stand within it be here of their own free will and accord in peace and love.  I cast this circle to be a protection against any negative energy that may come to do us harm. We come to you ,O Ancient Ones, with open hearts and open hands to honor our beloved dead and to receive the blessings of the universe; blessings of good health, prosperity, and the companionship of those we love.





Protection Potion:  As we anoint ourselves with this potion, may we remember that no harm can come to us within this sacred circle.





Put yourself in harmony with the elements of the universe.  As we smell this incense, symbol of air, may we feel ourselves gaining in strength and power.  As we light these candles, symbol of fire, may we recall how the fires, built by our ancestors, nurtured and protected them.  As we touch this salt, the symbol of the earth, may we ask the Ancient Ones to protect and heal the earth on which we live.  As we anoint ourselves with this water may it serve to cleanse our bodies and spirits of all negativity, illness, and weariness of heart.





As the Old God dies and the veil between the worlds is thin, we honor our beloved dead and ask their spirits to join us in our sacred circle.  We are Pagans...We dedicate ourselves to channeling the Spiritual energy of our inner selves to heal ourselves and others.  We know that we are part of nature.  May we grow in the understanding of the unity of all Nature and may we walk in balance.  May we always be mindful of the diversity of Nature as well as its unity and may we be tolerant of those whose religion and culture differs from our own.  May we use the force of the Power we generate, wisely, and may we never use it for aggression or malevolence.  May we always be mindful that we create our own reality and that we have the power within ourselves to create positivity in our lives.  As Pagans we must pledge to always take responsibility for our actions, both positive and negative and to be willing to accept the consequences of those actions.  We must always act honorably, being honest with ourselves and others, keeping our word when it has been given, and fulfilling our responsibilities and commitments to the best of our ability.  May we always remember that whatever we send out to others always returns magnified.  The force of Karma will move swiftly to remind us of our pathway when we begin to stray from it.  Remain strong and true to your spiritual ideals even in the face of adversity.  May the force of our own inner spirit transform malevolence aimed at us into positive energy and may our inner light so shine that harmful forces cannot even approach our sphere of existence.  May we grow in understanding and wisdom accepting adversity as a learning opportunity, and rejoice in the lessons learned.  May we remember that the God and Goddess dwell with us and within all beings who share this planet with us.  May we live our lives so as to bring honor to them as well as to ourselves.





Hear now the words of the Witches,


The secrets we hid in the night,


When dark was your destiny's pathway,


that now we bring forth into light.


The mysterious water and fire,


The earth and the wide ranging air,


By hidden quintessence we know them,


and will keep silent and dare.


The birth and rebirth of all nature,


The passing of Winter and Spring,


We share with the life universal,


Rejoice in the Magical Ring,


Four times in the year a great Sabbat


returns and the Witches are seen,


At Lammas and Candlemas,-dancing,


on May eve and Old Halloween.


When daytime and nightime are equal,


When sun is at greatest and least,


The four lesser Sabbats are summoned.


Again Witches gather in feast,


Thirteen silver moons in a year are,


Thirteen is the coven's array,


Thirteen times at Esbat make Merry,


for each golden year and a day.


The power was passed down the ages,


Each time between woman and man,


Each century unto the other,


Ere time and ages began.


When drawn is the Magical circle,


By Sword or athame of power,


It's compass between the 2 worlds lies,


In the land of shades at that hour.


The world has no right to know it,


And the world of beyond will tell naught,


The oldest of Gods are invoked there,


The great work of Magic is wrought.


For TWO are the mystical pillars,


That stand at the gate of that shrine,


And TWO are the powers of nature,


The forms and the forces Divine.


And do what thou will is the challenge,


So be it in love that harms none,


For this is the only commandment,


By Magick of old be it done.





On this night we honor those who have gone before.  The Ancient Ones and other creatures who have lived and left their legacy of wisdom and experience for us to build upon; those whose strivings have made our world better for all.  We honor the sacrifices made by so many to insure OUR freedom to practice our religion without torture and fear and we pray that we continue to be safe from ignorance and prejudice and the hatred spawned by those whose lives are governed by ignorance and intolerance.  We remember our dear ones who died during the Burning Times and weep for their sacrifice.  We remember and honor those who were our ancestors, mothers, fathers, husbands, wives, children, and dear friends who have departed this life and who have gone to Summerland to await rebirth.  We invite them to come to us this night and join in our circle of love lending their energy and essence to our circle.  We ask that they watch over us and guard us as we guard their memory in our hearts.  As Witches we celebrate the Immutable Wheel of Life.  We know that even as the body dies, the spirit will survive to be born again.  We greet death as new opportunity, even as we greet birth as that opportunity manifest.  As our love rises to meet the spirit s of our dead who have joined our circle we greet them with joyful memories of the past and beautiful dreams of the future.  The wheel turns and turns again.  O daughters and sons of the earth, adore the God and Goddess and be blessed with the fullness of life.  Know that they have brought you these admonitions for herein lies the way of the Witch.  We serve and fulfill and are the keepers of Wisdom, those who tend the sacred flame of knowledge, and those who perform the ancient rites with love and joy.  Remember always that we are Witches, we walk not in the dark of doubt, but we walk in the light of wisdom and love, ever climbing out of the shadow to achieve the higher realms of the spirit.  Live fully for that is the purpose of life.  Do not scorn things of the earth for from them we learn compassion and understanding, until such time as we have spiraled upward to a plane wherein we may call the God and Goddess our kin.  





Let us now hold hands and meditate on the essence of those we love who are lost to us, but only for a time.





Allow the energy to build; visualize the power circling round, gathering strength.  As we release the energy into the Universe let it be used to make us wise, healthy, strong, and prosperous.





We now raise the cone of power and send it off to do our bidding.





We thank the Ancient Ones, for their attendance in our Sacred Circle and dismiss them to their areas of governance harming none as they go and taking with them our love.





To our beloved dead, we say Merry Meet and Merry Part and Merry Meet again.  May you return to your areas of peace and progress and taking with you our love.





And now, as our God goes to ready himself for his rebirth at the Winter Solstice, may he know we value his sacrifice, and that we, together with Our Mother, await his return with love and joy.  





May the peace and protection of the God and The Goddess and of the Ancient Ones be with you, and may the love and fellowship of this circle remain in your hearts 





The Circle is open 








HALLOWEEN:FROM A NEO-PAGAN PERSPECTIVE





Many Neo-Pagans, including Druids and Wiccans, trace their annual seasonal days of celebration back  to Celtic times in Europe. They celebrate the most important of their four major Sabbats, Samhain, on or near OCT-31 each year.  





Modern Misconceptions about Samhain/Halloween





Fundamentalist Christians generally believe that the Bible is free of error (i.e.  inerrant).  Many also  believe that when followers of non-Christian religions worship their Gods and Goddesses, they are in  fact worshipping either Satan or some of his demons.  This belief is based on clear, unambiguous  passages from the Bible.  Thus, they view all non- Christian religions (Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam as well  as Neopaganism) as forms of Satanism. By equating Neopagan religions with their view of Satanism,  many Fundamentalists naturally assume that Wiccans, Druids, etc.  perform the most hideous and  obscene criminal acts at Halloween.  These beliefs are profoundly hurtful, untrue, and are not common  among other Christian groups.





According to a leading authority on Paleopagan Druidism, Isaac Bonewits, 1 much propaganda about  Halloween can be traced back to "books written by Fundamentalist [Christian] preachers over a century  ago", especially "Two Babylons or the Papal Worship," written by Alexander Hislop in 1873.





The following are believed to be accurate statements:





Neopagan religions are modern reconstructions of ancient aboriginal faiths, typically from Europe





Satanism is a completely separate group of faith groups, with an opposing code of ethics, concepts of deity, and ritual practices that are unrelated to that of Neopagans.





Neither Satanists, nor Neopagans nor anyone else in North America engage in religiously motivated human sacrifice.  Wiccans have been known to sacrifice a peach or apple, but nothing higher on the evolutionary scale.





Samhain is not a Celtic God of the Dead.  The Celts did not have a deity by that name.  In Gaelic, "sam" means summer; "fuin" means "end." So, "Samhain" means "end of the warm season." Another Celtic deity that is sometimes mentioned in Christian literature is the sun God "Muck-Olla".  He didn't exist either in Celtic times.  He seems to be a non-Druidic "boogey-man"  from Yorkshire, England.  Celtic sun Gods were named "Lugh", "Lleu" or "Llew."





Ancient Druids were not bloodthirsty killers of humans.  All of the stories of human sacrifices by Druids are traceable to a single passage in one of Julius Caesar's books.  And that passage is probably simply a centuries-old example of wartime propaganda.





The ancient Celts did not carve pumpkins; there were none in Europe during Celtic times.





Celtic Celebration of Samhain in Ancient Times





Samhain (or Samhuinn) is pronounced "sow-in" (with "sow" rhyming with "cow").  It formed the dividing day between years.  It was a time that was neither in this year or the next.  Bonfires were lit - often on the tops of hills.  Samhain was:





seen as the beginning of the Celtic winter.  It is balanced by the corresponding seasonal day of celebration called Beltain (or Bealtaine, Beltaine, etc) which signals the start of summer, 6 months later.  Both of these are fire festivals.  The ancient Celts probably held them exactly mid-way between an equinox (when day and night were equal) and the following solstice (when the nighttime was shortest or longest).  Samhain would have been centered between the Fall equinox and the Winter solstice, celebrated about NOV-5 to NOV-7.





a time when the veil between this world and the next was at its thinnest.  The Celts believed that upon death, everyone went to a beautiful place free of hunger, pain and disease.  It was called "Tir nan Og", sometimes translated as "Summerland".  They had no concept of Heaven and Hell  that was adopted in the first century CE by Christianity.  Many believed that two separate and nearly identical worlds existed.  When a person died, they were transferred to the "ghostworld"; when they were born, they were transferred from the ghostworld to the mortal one.  "The pagan idea used to be that crucial joints between the seasons opened cracks in the fabric of space-time, allowing contact between the ghostworld and the mortal one."  The Celts celebrated rituals at this time to make contact with their ancestors who had died before them.  This contact was not made in an atmosphere of dread, fearing some retribution from the dead.  Rather it was done in a spirit of expectation, in the hopes of obtaining guidance from those in the next world.  "The spirits of dead friends sought the warmth of the Samhain fire and communion with their living kin."





a time when the veil between the present and the future was at its most transparent.  Rituals were performed to foretell future events, through various methods of divination.  The Celts believed that the future could be predicted most effectively at this time.





a time when the herds of domesticated animals were brought down from their summer pasture and culled for the winter.  The Celts slaughtered their weak animals that could not be expected to survive the winter.  They reduced the size of the herds to match the available food supply.





a time of uninhibited feasting.





a time of increasing nervousness as the days continued to shorten and as winter approached.  There were often questions whether the food would last until the next harvest.





Neopagan Celebration of Samhain in Modern Times





After the arrival of the Gregorian calendar, Pagans are believed to have moved Samhain back about a week to OCT-31.





Most modern day Wiccans and Druids have attempted to reconstruct as accurately as possible, Celtic  beliefs, rituals, and other practices. A Wiccan, for example, may celebrate the Sabbat alone, as a  solitary practitioner. Or they might gather with others in a coven, which typically might include 6 adults.





A typical celebration of Samhain might involve:





scheduling the celebration to a day near October 31.  Wiccans often avoid Halloween, because of the interruptions from "trick or treaters."





decorating their altar with autumn flowers, pine-cones, small pumpkins, decorative gourds, etc.





ritual purification of each participant who takes a solitary bath.





casting (creating) a sacred circle within which their ceremonies are conducted.  The circle is usually marked with four candles of various colors aligned at the four cardinal directions.  The purpose of the circle is to confine the Wiccans' healing powers within it.  It is not created to provide protection against demonic powers as some Cowans (non-Wiccans) have suggested.





performing rituals of divination to predict the future.  This may involve tarot cards, runes, I Ching, etc.





performing rituals to contact loved ones who have died.  They do not perform seances, as Spiritualists do.  They do not summon or order back the dead.  "They do, however, believe that, if the dead themselves wish it, they will return at the Sabbat to share in the love and celebration of the occasion."





consecrating and sharing cakes and wine (or perhaps muffins and cider)





banishing (or closing or grounding) the circle.





Because of the fear of attacks from misinformed Cowans these rituals are normally not performed in public.








Halloween Poem


Written by a 12 year old girl





Ghosts and goblins and witches with wild hair


Give you a scare with their wicked stare.


If you are scared of the dark


Or ghastly creatures lurking in the park


Then you should not go out on Halloween night


Because most likely it will give you a fright.





Poltergeists and zombies come up from their graves


And bats are screeching in their caves.


Banshees are screaming.


I hope your flashlight is beaming.


Watch out or something just might say BOO!


Don’t say that I didn’t warn you.








Eve's Garden


Samhain Ritual





I call upon the utmost highest Guardians of the North.


May you come and help guide me, Bring your strength, love and peace.





I call upon the utmost highest Guardians of the South.


May you come and help guide me, Bring your strength, love and peace.





I call upon the utmost highest Guardians of the West.


May you come and help guide me, Bring your strength, love and peace.





I call upon the utmost highest Guardians of the East.


May you come and help guide me, Bring your strength, love and peace.





I call upon my special Guardian, My Grandfather, Whose love and help 


I shall always endure in my soul, Please come and help guide me,


Bring your strength, love and peace.





Tonight on this most beloved night, we celebrate Happy Samhain.





The year before me has had much grief and sorrow.


May we take that part and make a better year to come.


May you help me bring forth the true friends and taketh


Away the people who are out to harm me.


May you always keep love and peace in my soul.


May you help me become wiser as the days go.


May you always help me find the great light to keep my path bright.


May you help me keep good thoughts even upon those that hurt me.


Send them love and peace back.





I thank all the Guardians for hearing my rite.


May you have the love and peace always.





As I take this paper we wrote together all as one.


Burn it now,, And negativity be gone





So be it.


So be it.


So mote it be.





I call upon the utmost highest Guardians of the North, South, West and East.


Thank you for Love and support..  May you all go in Light and peace.





Now my beloved Grathfather "A special token to you"


'Thank you for your love and guidance, and always being by me and supporting my good soul.. I send you back with love and peace and keep the light a bright glow.


Until next time..  I love you so.





So be it


So be it


So mote it be.





Ritual has ended.








Questions and Answers





The following is an excerpt from "Witchcraft: The Old Religion"


Dr. L. L. Martello





Q.	What are the major feast-days of Witches? Could you tell me more about the origins of Halloween? 





A.	Most Anglo-American covens celebrate the following holy days.  The four major ones are Oimelc or Candlemas on February 2; May Eve, Beltane, or Walpurgisnacht on April 30; Lammas on July 31 or August 1; and of course Halloween or Samhain on October 31. . . .  The following will help to give you some idea of the origins of Halloween: 





November Eve, All Hallows' Eve, the Gaelic fire festival of Samhain, now generally called Halloween, represents the summer's end, when the Earth Goddess turns over her reign to the Horned God of the Hunt, the transition from life to death, from an agrarian time to one of hunting, from summer to winter, from warmth to coldness, from light to darkness.  It has been Christianized into All Saints' Day, a time when the souls of the departed wander the land and in some cases where the souls of the living temporarily join their spirit brethren, a time for mediumship, remembrance of departed loved ones, and celebration (as opposed to mourning) of the dead.  The Roman Goddess of fruits and seeds, Pomona, was worshipped on this day.  The stored fruits and seeds of the summer were then opened for the celebrants.  Apples and nuts were the main fruits.  This was also the autumn harvest festival of the Druids.  They believed in the transmigration of souls and taught that Saman, the Lord of Death, summoned those wicked souls who were condemned to occupy the bodies of animals in the preceding twelve months.  The accused believed that they could propitiate Saman by gifts and incantations, thus lessening if not eliminating their sentences.  This was also the time when the Druids lit huge bonfires in honor of Baal, a custom continued in Britain and Wales until recent times.  In Ireland October 31 was called Oidhche Shamhna, or Vigil of Saman.  In his Collectanea de Rebus Hibernicis, Villancey says that in Ireland the peasants assembled with clubs and sticks, "going from house to house, collecting money, breadcake, butter, cheese, eggs, etc., for the feast, repeating verses in honor of the solemnity, demanding preparations for the festival in the name of St. Columb Kill, desiring them to lay aside the fatted calf and to bring forth the black sheep.  The good women are employed in making the griddlecake and candles; these last are sent from house to house in the vicinity, and are lighted up on the (Saman) next day, before which they pray, or are supposed to pray, for the departed soul of the donor.  Every house abounds in the best viands they can afford: apples and nuts are devoured in abundance; the nutshells are burnt, and from the ashes many strange things are foretold; cabbages are torn up by the root; hemp-seed is sown by the maidens, and they believe that if they look back they will see the apparition of the man intended for their future spouse; they hang a smock before the fire, on the close of the feast, and sit up all night, concealed in the corner of the room, convinced that his apparition will come down the chimney and turn the smock; they throw a ball of yarn out of the window, and wind it on the reel within, convinced that if they repeat the Pater Noster backwards, and look at the ball of yarn without, they will then also see his sith or apparition; they dip for apples in a tub of water, and endeavor to bring one up in the mouth; they suspend a cord with a cross-stick, with apples at one point, and candles lighted at the other, and endeavor to catch the apple, while it is in a circular motion, in the mouth." Vallancey concludes that these practices are the remnants of Druidism and will never be eradicated while the name of Saman remains.  In this brief passage we will see the origins of many modern Halloween practices, such a trick or treat, the Jack-o-Lantern, and apple bobbing.  In the island of Lewis the name Shamhna, or Saman, was called Shony.  One writer in disgust described "an ancient custom here to sacrifice to a sea-god, called Shony, at Hallowtide." The supposed Christian inhabitants would gather at the Church of St.  Mulvay, each family bringing provisions and malt which was brewed into ale.  They chose one of themselves to wander into the sea at night up to his waist.  He then poured out a cup of ale calling upon Shony to less his people for the coming year.  "At his return, " this writer says, "they all went to church, where there was a candle burning upon the altar; and then standing silent for a little time, on of them gave a signal, at which the candle was put out, and immediately all of them went to the fields, where they fell a-drinking ale, and spent the rest of the night in dancing and singing.  The ministers in Lewis told me they spent several years before they could persuade the vulgar natives to abandon this ridiculous piece of superstition." The name Saman shows evidence of Druidism in the Irish.  Another word, the name of a drink, is "lambs wool." It is made from bruising roasted apples and mixing it with ale or milk.  The Gentlemen's Magazine for May, 1784, says, "this is a constant ingredient at a merrymaking on Holy Eve." Vallancey shrewdly traced its etymological origin when he said, "The first day of November was dedicated to the angel presiding over fruits, seeds, etc., and was therefore named La Mas Ubhal, -that is, the day of the apple fruit, -and being pronounced Lamasool, the English have corrupted the name to Lambs-wool." The angel referred to of course is the Roman Goddess Pomona.





Conclusions:





1.	There is no place in the spiritual life for Halloween.





 2.	There is no place in the Christian life for Halloween.





 3.	Christians who participate in Halloween, do so for one of three reasons:





A.	ignorance of the meaning of Halloween.





B.	cosmic 1 involvement:  arrogance of self-centeredness.





C.	cosmic 2 involvement:  hatred toward God, His plan, and His Word.





D.	"herd bound naivete":  everyone's doing it.





E.	The "other Christian" syndrome:  other Christians are doing it.





 4.	Some say, "But there's nothing wrong with it."  I say, "But there's nothing right about it."





 5.	People look at the little children all dressed up and say, "Aren't they cute?" and I say, "But cute doesn't make it right."





 6.	Halloween is just another thing where children learn from their parents to do what is wrong.





 7.	Halloween has it's roots in pagan religion.





 8.	You can't rationalize away the truth about Halloween. You can only become trapped by it.





 9.	Principle:  If you start out wrong, you can't end up right.
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