EIGHT LAST WORDS OF JESUS








Introduction





A.	It is a common understanding that Jesus was crucified on Friday, and that there are “seven last words” recorded while He was hanging on the cross.  Both of these ideas are in error.  He was crucified on Wednesday, and there are “eight last words” recorded in the Bible.





B.	The subject of this lesson is the “eight last words of Jesus.”





First Word:  (Luke 23:34)  “Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.”





34	Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. And they parted his raiment, and cast lots.  (KJV)





 1.	Jesus was praying for the lost souls of people headed for hell and the eternal lake of fire.





 2.	At this time, Jesus had eleven saved disciples, and these would all return home after His crucifixion.





 3.	However, by comparing Acts 2:36-41 and Acts 3:17 with Acts 4:4, we can realize something of the meaning go His prayer.  When Peter preached, at least 8,000 people were saved as an INDIRECT result of Jesus’ prayer on the cross.





 4.	Man’s greatest need is forgiveness and cleansing from sin.





Second Word:  (Luke 23:39-43)  “Today shalt thou be with me in paradise.”





39	And one of the malefactors which were hanged railed on him, saying, If thou be Christ, save thyself and us.


40	But the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost not thou fear God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation?


41	And we indeed justly; for we receive the due reward of our deeds: but this man hath done nothing amiss.


42	And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom.


43	And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with me in paradise.  (KJV)





 1.	A dying, helpless man turned to the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation and received it.





 2.	The two thieves on the cross picture the world today.





A.	One turned to Jesus and was saved.





B.	The other rejected Him and was eternally lost.





 3.	Your attitude toward Jesus determines your eternal destiny.





Third Word:  John 19:25-26  “Woman, behold thy son!”





25	Now there stood by the cross of Jesus his mother, and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene.


26	When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and the disciple standing by, whom he loved, he saith unto his mother, Woman, behold thy son!  (KJV)





 1.	It is interesting to note that some men have elevated Mary , the mother of Jesus, to a position higher than Jesus, and, yet, whenever Jesus addressed His mother, He avoided the title “mother,” and addressed her as “woman.”





 2.	Every mother has the highest expectations for her children.  Here, Mary looks upon her Son:





convicted after six mock trials.


naked.


unjustly crucified on a cruel Roman cross.


skinned alive.


face beaten beyond recognition.


a crown of thorns on His head.


people mocking Him.


Roman soldiers casting lots for His garments.


a spear thrust through His side.





 3.	“Woman, behold thy Son.”  Only revelation from God the Holy Spirit could make her understand at a time like this.





Fourth Word:  John 19:27  “Behold thy mother!”





27	Then saith he to the disciple, Behold thy mother! And from that hour that disciple took her unto his own home.  (KJV)





 1.	Jesus kept every aspect of the Law, including Exodus 20:12, “Honour thy mother and thy father.”





 2.	In the midst of terrible agony and pain, He took time to think of His mother, and make provision for her.





Fifth Word:  Mark 15:34  “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”





34	And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani? which is, being interpreted, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?  (KJV)





 1.	At this moment Jesus was being judged for us.





 2.	This indicates the moment God the Father broke fellowship with God the Son because He became sin for us.  (2 Corinthians 5:22)





 3.	God the Father cannot fellowship with sin because the righteousness of God is offended by sin.





 4.	During this phase on the cross, Jesus was bearing “our sins in His own body on the tree.”  (1 Peter 2:4)





Sixth Word:  John 19:28  “I thirst.”





28	After this, Jesus knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the scripture might be fulfilled, saith, I thirst.  (KJV)





 1.	This reminds us that Jesus Christ is Man, as well as God.





 2.	As the God-MAN, He is . . .





A.	Our High Priest.


B.	Our Mediator.


C.	Our Savior.


D.	Our King.





Seventh Word:  John 19:30  “It is finished:”





30	When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost.  (KJV)





 1.	This indicates that what God the Father had to provide for man’s salvation is now complete--nothing can be added, and nothing can be subtracted.





 2.	This means that a man’s sins can never be made an issue regarding His salvation.  The issue--what will you do with Christ?  Receive Him?  Trust Him?





 3.	The issue at the Great White Throne Judgment--your good works vs. the good work of Jesus Christ at Calvary.





Eighth Word:  Luke 23:46  “Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit: . . .”





46	And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, he said, Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit: and having said thus, he gave up the ghost.  (KJV)





 1.	This is the moment of Christ’s physical death.





 2.	His death was voluntary.  No one took His life, Jew of Gentile (Roman).





 3.	If Jesus was going to die for the sins of man, He had to die voluntarily for the following reasons:





A.	The wages of sin is death (spiritual, then physical).  (Romans 6:23)





B.	Since the humanity of Jesus was perfect, without sin, His humanity could no more die that could Adam before the fall.





C.	Therefore, He had to die voluntarily.





D.	“My God, my God” in the fifth word indicates broken fellowship.  “Father” indicates fellowship regained.





E.	At the moment Jesus died physically, His human spirit went to be with God the Father; His soul went to Paradise; and His body went to the grave.
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