LIVING ON THE RIGHT SIDE OF THE EQUATION








Text:  Ephesians 4:24; Colossians 3:10





Introduction





Last Sunday my message was living on the wrong side of the equation.  Today, my message is entitled, “Living on the Right Side of the Equation.”





Let me begin by saying that if you are saved, you have two people living inside of you--an old man, and a new man.  Listen to the Word of God.





Eph 4:22  That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts;  (KJV)





Col 3:9  Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds;  (KJV)


]


Col 3:10  And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him:  (KJV)





Eph 4:24  And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.  (KJV)





And the tragedy of this day is that most Christians live their entire lives out of their “old man” and never learn to live out of their “new man.”





And let me be very clear.  It is only the life that is lived out of the “new man” that is pleasing to God, blessable in time, and rewardable in eternity.





Living out of your “new man” constitutes “living on the right side of the equation,” and my desire, this morning, is to characterize the life of the person who is “living on the right side of the equation” so that you can determine which side of the equation you are living on.





Brethren, the life of the person who is living on “the right side of the equation” is characterized in the following manner:





Characteristics of Living on the Right Side of the Equation





 1.	You are completely yielded to God the Holy Spirit.





Salvation is determined by faith in Jesus Christ -- BUT . . .


The daily Christian walk is determined by yieldedness to God the Holy Spirit.





 2.	No matter what your circumstance, you are not . . .





a worrier.


a complainer.


a whiner.


a blamer (blaming someone else for your problems).





 3.	Things you’ve changed about your life . . .





You have ceased all childish activity.


You are holding your tongue from gossip, maligning, and criticism of others.


You no longer exercise your spiritual liberty at the expense of another’s spiritual welfare.





 4.	You no longer enjoy the company of the . . .





wrong crowd.


fast crowd.


religious crowd.





 5.	The religious crowd . . .





hates you.


criticizes you.


avoids you.





 7.	Regarding “Rebound” and “Operation KRY” . . .





You have learned that “Operation KRY” works, and you are using it.


You prefer to use “Operation KRY” rather than “Rebound.”


In other words, you prefer freedom from sin over the consequences of sin.





 8.	You no longer have a double lifestyle -- one when you are with this Pastor, and one when you are with everyone else.





 9.	Your life is becoming Christ’s life, and others are beginning to recognize it.





10.	You are someone that yielded Christians enjoy being around.





11.	When you talk about the spiritual life . . .





you are not understood by most Christians.


you are criticized by most Christians.





12.	You are criticized by most Christians 





13.	You are objective about your circumstance, rather than subjective.





the objective person evaluates the circumstance and applies doctrine.


the subjective person complains, whines, worries, runs, or hides





14.	You have finally recognized and accepted the fact . . .





that suffering is a part of life, and you are enjoying it more (enjoying life, not suffering).


that life isn’t fair, and you have stopped complaining about it.





15.	You have stopped looking for sympathy, and have started appropriating grace.





16.	You have come to realize that since God is color-blind, you should be too.





17.	Things that are more important to you . . .





the application of truth is more important than a friendship.


pleasing God is more important than pleasing anyone else.








