ANOTHER LOOK AT MOTHER’S DAY








Text:  2 Timothy 1:5  For I am mindful of the sincere faith within you, which first dwelt in your grandmother Lois, and your mother Eunice, and I am sure that {it is} in you as well. (NAS)





Introduction





By way of introduction . . .





A.	God created woman to become a mother, but God did not create Mother’s Day.





B.	Man is the author of Mother’s Day, and religion is the author of Mother’s Day Out.





C.	My point is simply this:  The origin of Mother’s Day is secular, not spiritual.  Yet, this morning, I will ultimately focus on the concept of MOTHER and see what we might learn about MOTHER from the Bible.





D.	But before I that, let’s look at the REAL and HISTORICAL origin of Mother’s Day in the United States.





Body





 1.	The REAL and HISTORICAL origin of Mother’s Day in the United States.





Though the idea of setting aside a day to honor mothers might seem to have ancient roots, our observance of Mother's Day is not quite a century old.  It originated from the efforts of a devoted daughter who believed that grown children, preoccupied with their own families, too often neglect their mothers.





That daughter, Miss Anna Jarvis, a West Virginia schoolteacher, set out to rectify the neglect.





Born in 1864, Anna Jarvis attended school in Grafton, West Virginia.  Her close ties with her mother made attending Mary Baldwin College, in Stanton, Virginia, difficult.  But Anna was determined to acquire an education.  Upon graduation, she returned to her hometown as a certified public school teacher.





The death of her father in 1902 compelled Anna and her mother to live with relatives in Philadelphia.  Three years later, her mother died on May 9, leaving Anna grief-stricken.  Though by every measure she had been an exemplary daughter, she found herself consumed with guilt for all the things she had not done for her mother.  For two years these naggings germinated, bearing the fruit of an idea in 1907.  On the second Sunday in May, the anniversary of her mother's death, Anna Jarvis invited a group of friends to her Philadelphia home.  Her announced idea for an annual nationwide celebration to be called Mother's Day met with unanimous support.  She tested the idea on others.  Mothers felt that such an act of recognition was long overdue.  Every child concurred.  No father dissented.  A friend, John Wanamaker, America's number one clothing merchant, offered financial backing.





�
Early in the spring of 1908, Miss Jarvis wrote to the superintendent of Andrews Methodist Sunday School, in Grafton, where her mother had taught a weekly religion class for twenty years.  She suggested that the local church would be the ideal location for a celebration in her mother's honor.  By extension, all mothers present would receive recognition.  So on May 10, 1908, the first Mother's Day service was held in Grafton, West Virginia, attended by 407 children and their mothers.  The minister's text was appropriately John 19, verses 26 and 27, Christ's parting words to his mother and a disciple, spoken from the cross: "Woman, behold thy son!" and "Behold thy Mother!"





At the conclusion of that service, Miss Jarvis presented each mother and child with a flower- a carnation, her own mother's favorite.  It launched a Mother's Day tradition.





To suggest that the idea of an annual Mother's Day celebration met with immediate public acceptance is perhaps an understatement.  Few proposed holidays have had so much nationwide support, so little special-interest group dissension.  The House of Representatives quickly passed a Mother's Day resolution.  However, one Midwestern senator came off like Simon Legree.  "Might as well have a Father's Day," the Congressional Record states.  "Or a Mother-in-Law's Day.  Or an Uncle's Day."  The resolution stalled in the Senate.





A determined Anna Jarvis then began what has been called one of the most successful one-person letter-writing campaigns in history.  She contacted congressmen, governors, mayors, newspaper editors, ministers, and business leaders throughout the country, everyone of importance who would listen.  Listen they did, responding with editorials, sermons, and political orations.  Villages and towns, cities and states, began unofficial Mother's Day observances.  By 1914, to dissent on the Mother's Day issue seemed not only cynical but un-American.  Finally, the Senate approved the legislation, and on May 8, 1914, President Woodrow Wilson signed a proclamation designating the second Sunday in May as Mother's Day.





Although the British had long paid tribute to mothers on the fourth Sunday of the Lenten season, known as "Mothering Sunday," it took the American observance to give the idea worldwide prominence.  Within a few years after President Wilson's proclamation, almost every country had a Mother's Day.  By every measure, though, the United States outdoes all the others.  On Mother's Day, Americans now purchase 10 million bouquets of flowers, exchange 150 million greeting cards, and dine at restaurants more than at any other time of the year.  A third of all American families take mother out to dinner on her day.





Though Anna Jarvis triumphed in her campaign for a Mother's Day, her personal life did not have a happy ending.  Disillusioned by a disastrous love affair, she vowed never to marry and, childless, came to view each Mother's Day as a painful personal mockery.  And as commercialization encroached upon what had been intended as a religious observance, she became litigious, initiating lawsuits against companies seeking to profit from Mother's Day.  The suits failed, and Anna Jarvis became a recluse.  Within a short time, she exhausted her savings and lost her family home, and a blind sister, Elsinore, to whom she had devoted her life, died.  These misfortunes undermined her own health, and in November 1944 she was forced to seek public assistance.  Realizing her desperate plight, friends provided funds so she could spend her final years in a private sanitarium.  Deaf, ailing, and nearly blind, the woman whose efforts brought happiness to countless mothers died in 1948, childless and alone, at the age of eighty-four.





This, brethren, is the real history of Mother’s Day in the United States, and as can be seen, it has nothing to do with Christianity or a spiritual way of life.





If we truly want to celebrate mother’s day in a biblical manner, we will have to look to the Bible, not to man, nor government legislation; and isn’t it interesting that anyone who stands in opposition to the secularization of Christianity is viewed as an intolerant right-wing conspirator, and just this past week, an Eastern school that determined to forgo the recognition of this year’s Mother’s Day was referred to as a communist school.





Brethren, I want to ask a question?  If Mother’s Day is legislated by the government, and we are a nation of people who would fight to our death to protect the principle of separation of Church and State, why has modern day Christianity so vigorously and blindly embraced a concept devised by man and sanctioned by the State?





 2.	Now, let’s turn our attention to the spiritual side of motherhood, and let’s look at some things that every mother ought to do just because she is a mother:





A.	She ought to be certain that she is saved.





Mother, are you saved?





B.	She ought to be sure that she is yielded to God the Holy Spirit.





Mother, are you yielded to God the Holy Spirit?





C.	She ought to acknowledge that she is the MOTHER of her children, and she ought to flee from the myth that she is supposed to be her child’s best friend.





Mother, you are never biblically called your child’s friend.  You are, however, referred to as the MOTHER of your child, and there is a vast difference between being a mother and a friend.





D.	She ought to be a Christ-like example to her children.





Mother, are you a Christ-like example to your children?





E.	She should follow the example of Lois and Eunice toward her own children:





2 Timothy 1:5 For I am mindful of the sincere faith within you, which first dwelt in your grandmother Lois, and your mother Eunice, and I am sure that {it is} in you as well. (NAS)





Mother, are you teaching your children the Word of God?





 3.	Now, let’s look at some biblical principles associated with a mother-child relationship:





A.	Children, learn from your mother and then don’t stray from her teaching.





Proverbs 6:20  “My son, . . . do not forsake the teaching of your mother;”  (NAS)





B.	Children, don’t bring grief upon your mother just because you are a fool.





Proverbs 10:1  “. . . A . . .foolish son is a grief to his mother.”  (NAS)





C.	Children, do not become a fool with the result that you end up despising your mother.





Proverbs 15:20  “A . . .foolish man despises his mother.”  (NAS)





D.	Children, do not become shameful and disgraceful by driving your mother away.





Proverbs 19:26  “He who . . .drives {his} mother away is a shameful and disgraceful son.”  (NAS)





E.	Children, do not curse your mother; capital punishment was the Old Testament measure for such activity.





Proverbs 20:20  “He who curses his . . .mother, his lamp will go out in time of darkness.”  (NAS)





F.	Children, do not despise your mother when she is old.





Proverbs 23:22  “. . .do not despise your mother when she is old.”  (NAS)





G.	Children, it is your mother who gave birth to you, so live in such a manner that she will be glad that she bore you, and let her rejoice that she has done so.





Proverbs 23:25  “Let your . . .mother be glad, and let her rejoice who gave birth to you.”  (NAS)





H.	Children, life will become pigeonhole you as a companion of men who destroy if you sinfully rob your mother.





Proverbs 28:24  “He who robs . . .his mother, and says, "It is not a transgression," is the companion of a man who destroys.”  (NAS)





I.	Children, come to understand that discipline for wrongdoing in your early life will prevent you from becoming a shame to your mother in the later years of your life.





Proverbs 29:15  “The rod and reproof give wisdom, but a child who gets his own way brings shame to his mother.”  (NAS)





J.	Children, do not be the kind of child who does not bless his mother.





Proverbs 30:11  “There is a kind of {man} who . . .does not bless his mother.”  (NAS)





K.	Children, scorning your mother has horrible consequences in life.





Proverbs 30:17  “The eye that . . . scorns a mother, the ravens of the valley will pick it out, and the young eagles will eat it.”  (NAS)





L.	Finally, if you as a child want to do something special for your mother this day, determine to develop a Christ-like life so that when your mom lays her head on her pillow each night she will not have to go to bed fearing that the next telephone call she receives will be the one call she fears most that she does not want to receive.





Conclusion





In closing this morning, I want to do three things.





 1.	First, I want to give every mother here the opportunity to know that she is saved.





“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved.”





 2.	Second, I want to challenge every mother here to do the following three things:





A.	Provide a living example of a Christ-like life for your children to follow.





B.	Be certain that you are fully surrendered to God the Holy Spirit in order that you might be able to produce a Christ-like life.





C.	Determine today to follow in the footsteps of Lois and Eunice.  Teach your children the Word of God.





 3.	Last, I want to challenge every child here this morning to make every day MOTHER’S DAY.  The next Mother’s Day should not be May 12, in the year 2002.  The next Mother’s Day should be tomorrow, and the next day, and the next day, and the next; and my challenge to you is this:  will you make every day mother’s day beginning tomorrow?





Let us pray.
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