THE PRESENT TENSION BETWEEN IMMORAL AND  MORAL DEGENERACY








Text:  1 Peter 4:17  For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God?   (KJV)





Definitions:





 1.	immoral degeneracy:  the term used to designate the practices of this countries unsaved masses whose practices violate the standard of Christian living set forth by God in the Holy Bible.





 2.	moral degeneracy:  the term used to designate the practices of this countries backslidden Christians whose practices violate the standard of Christian living set forth by God in the Holy Bible.





The most basic principle of U.S. citizenship has been and presently is FREEDOM, not Christianity.  It is my opinion that most Christians have failed to understand or acknowledge this principle.





It is true that past forms of Judeo-Christian influence in this country have been or are being challenged, and some examples of these challenges are as follows:





We have terminated:


		Prayer in public schools.


		Public prayer before athletic events at public schools.


		Bible studies in school.


		Bible reading in school.


The 10 Commandments have been removed from the walls of public schools. 


There are questions being raised about:


		A chaplain in the Congress.


		The phrase "In God We Trust" on coins.


Fiat creation has given way to evolution in our textbooks.


 


Now that these past influences are being challenged, changed or terminated, fundamentalist Christians are beginning to scream.  We must understand that in times past, Christians offended people of a FREE society by imposing their Christian views upon that society, and now, today, Christians are offended by the “sins” of those who in the past were oppressed, but are now being set FREE.  The shoe is now on the other foot, and fundamentalist Christians do not like the secularization of their national institutions.





I want to offer a suggestion.  The continued secularization of our national institutions is not just the result of immoral degeneracy, i.e., the degeneracy of this nation’s unsaved masses.  The secularization of our national institutions is a backlash against the moral degeneracy of certain Christians.  These Christians have practiced and imposed fundamentalist Judeo-Christian views on a FREE society that has been denied its true FREEDOM as America's constituents.  And while it is true that we are living in a period of national reversionism, it is not immoral degeneracy with which God is presently dealing.  He is dealing with and dismantling Christian legalism in our country today.  God will deal with this nation's immoral degeneracy in the future, if this nation's immorally degenerate do not change their attitude toward God's Word and His Son Jesus Christ.





Concluding statement:  Too say it another way, God is presently dealing with the morally degenrate within the Church.  He'll get around to the rest of the 
