SUFFERING IN YOUR MINISTRY








Text:	2 Corinthians 4:8-9





We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed.  


(2 Cor. 4:8-9)





Introduction:





A.	We have before us a passage of Scripture whose subject is SUFFERING.





B.	I am frequently asked to explain the following questions:





		IF GOD IS SO GOOD, THEN WHY DO PEOPLE SUFFER? or


	HOW COULD A LOVING GOD DO THIS TO ME?





1.	These questions have answers, and the answers are legitimate and sufficient to satisfy the hurting and inquisitive mind.





2.	The problem with most people is that they do not know God's Word sufficiently to have the answers to these types of questions.  (The Doctrine of Suffering is a minimum four-hour study.)





B.	But since our passage deals with SUFFERING IN YOUR MINISTRY, I thought I would begin by making some comments about SUFFERING IN GENERAL.





C.	Comments about suffering in general:








GENERAL COMMENTS ABOUT SUFFERING





 1.	First, there are some GENERAL CAUSES of suffering for both believers and unbelievers:





A.	SUFFERING LOSS OF SOMETHING:  health, wealth, property, money loved ones, or anything of value.





B.	SUFFERING CAUSED BY PEOPLE:  gossip, ostracism, persecution, violence, crime, war.





C.	SUFFERING FROM PRIVATION (Having to do without):  hunger, thirst, cold, heat, storm, earthquake, disasters of nature, accidents of any variety.





D.	SUFFERING CAUSED BY THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE LAW:  apprehended as a criminal; a violation of the law, tried, sentenced, and punished.





E.	SUFFERING SOCIALLY:  loneliness, boredom, neglect, ostracism, disapproval.





F.	SUFFERING BECAUSE OF MENTAL ATTITUDE SINS:  arrogance, jealousy, hatred, bitterness, vindictiveness, implacability, envy, guilt-complex, anxiety, anger.





G.	SUFFERING FROM REJECTION OF AUTHORITY:  authority of parents; authority of the boss; authority of military superiors; authority of teachers; authority of policemen; authority of husband; authority of pastor; authority of the coach; authority of the judge on the bench.





H.	SUFFERING FROM REVERSIONISM under the principle of reaping what you sow.





I.	These are some general reasons why both believers and unbelievers suffer.





 2.	Second, all suffering falls into two categories:





A.	Suffering that is deserved (divine discipline for sin).





B.	Suffering that is undeserved (suffering for blessing)





(If a believer lacks understanding of the concept of undeserved suffering, that believer's effectiveness as a Christian will be neutralized because that believer will think he is being constantly punished for “who-knows-what?”  The result is a guilt-complex caused by his own ignorance of God's Word.)





 3.	Let me list several Biblical reasons for UNDESERVED SUFFERING which is designed to bring blessing to the believer's life:





A.	Suffering to glorify God in the angelic conflict.  (Job)





B.	Suffering to learn obedience from self-discipline.  (Heb. 5:8; Phil. 2:8)





C.	Suffering to demonstrate the sufficiency of grace.  (2 Cor. 12:1-10)





D.	Suffering to eliminate occupational hazards of the Christian life, especially arrogance.  (2 Cor. 12:1-10; 2 Cor. 11:24-33)





E.	Suffering to develop the faith necessary for the function of the faith-rest technique.  (1 Pet. 1:7-8)





F.	Suffering to accelerate advance to Christian maturity.  (Jas. 1:1-6)





G.	Suffering to help others who suffer.  (2 Cor. 1:3-5)





H.	Suffering to learn the value of Bible doctrine.  (Ps. 119:68, 71)





I.	Suffering to advance the impact of Bible doctrine.  (2 Tim. 1:12-14)





J.	Suffering for witnessing for Christ.  (2 Cor. 3-4)





Transitional Statement:  Suffering for witnessing is the subject of our passage, and we have just learned that this type of suffering is not a form of discipline.  It is undeserved and designed for blessing.





2 CORINTHIANS 4:8-9





Remember, the context is related to the ministry that belongs to every believer from the moment of salvation.  (2 Cor. 4:1)





We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; down, but not destroyed.


(2 Cor. 4:8-9)





Principle:  The witnessing believer should orient to suffering.





We are troubled on every side,





troubled = dat. p.a.p. qlibw = to squeeze, to press.





1.	This word was used for crushing grapes.





2.	As crushed grapes have received pressure from the outside, this word indicates that the witnessing believer will suffer outside pressures that will attempt to crush his witness.





3.	For once in our life, this is not suffering for doing something wrong, but suffering for doing something right.





Principle:  The witnessing believer can expect outside opposition that will attempt to crush his witness.





on every side,





1.	This means that the pressures will come from numerous external sources.





2.	Let's get some examples of modern external sources attempting to crush the witness of believers today:





A.	The ripple effect of atheist Madilyn Murray O'Hare's efforts to crush the Christian witness.





B.	ACLU (on every side):





1)	Can't witness, read Bible, or pray in public schools.





2)	Can’t erect manger scenes on government property.





3)	Suppression of the Christian witness in prisons under the principle freedom that guarantees the religious rights of all religions represented by the prison population.





3.	Supreme Court decisions creating chaos within the Christian community regarding the abortion issue.





4.	State licensing boards attempting to regulate Christian Church Schools, homes for delinquent children, Church Day Schools.





5.	Internal Revenue Service harassment of legitimate independent churches.





6.	Denominational theological differences that undermine the clear presentation of the gospel.





	A.	Faith vs. works.


	B.	Faith vs. obedience.


	C.	Faith vs. speaking in tongues.


	D.	Faith vs. baptism.


	E.	Faith vs. obedience to stay saved.





7.	Parents who allow their child to come to church until the child tells the parents he wants to get saved, baptized, and join the church.





Ill.:  Jack Hyles, in Hammond, Indiana, used to bus them in, get them saved, and baptize them before taking them home as a response to the problem just mentioned.





Principle:  There is external pressure on every side causing suffering for the witnessing believer.





yet not distressed;





distressed = p.p.p. stenwxorew  = to be crowed together in a narrow space; to be cooped up FROM ACTION; to be cramped-in FEELING.





pres:  at the time you are under pressure, you are not cramped.


pass:  you are not cramped because you reject it.


part:  standard operating procedure for the witnessing believer.





There are two principles that evolve from the meaning of this word:





Principle:  The witnessing believer will not allow external pressure to limit his field of witness under the principle that there is more than one way to skin a cat!





Principle:  The witnessing believer will not allow external pressure to cause him to give-up witnessing because of the emotional stress caused by witnessing.





we are perplexed,





perplexed, = p.m.p. aporew  = to be without means; to hesitate, be at a stand, be in doubt and perplexity.





1.	This is a mental word.  It is something that happens in your mind.





2.	This is the "Where do we go from here?" syndrome.  "What do we do now?"





pres:  iterative: periodically we will not know what to do under the circumstance.


mid:   in fact, you will actually find yourself in this predicament; not someone else, but you!


part:   standard operating procedure in the plan of God.





Principle:  There will be times when you're up-a-stump, not knowing "what do do" or "where to go" in terms of how you are going to provide a witness to the lost.





but not in despair;





despair - p.m.p. ecaporew = to be in the UTMOST perplexity or despair.





1.	This is the same word as perplexed, but with the prefix "ec."





pres:  While you may not know what to do at the moment, there is a way to do it.


mid:   the answer is within you; just locate it.


part:  standard operating procedure -- you are never left without means.





Principle:  Witnessing believers are never COMPLETELY without the means to witness to the lost under any condition or in any circumstance.





Ill.:  Arthur Blessitt, possibly the greatest Christian witness in the early 1980’s, talking about witnessing in Communist countries, said that God does not have an "Iron-Curtain," and that the concept of an "Iron-Curtain" was a creation from man's imagination.





persecuted,





persecuted = p.p.p. diwkw = to put in rapid motion; to pursue, to follow; to pursue (with malignity), to persecute.





1.	This is external opposition to witnessing, but is different from “qlibw" (v. 8) in the sense that the opposition endeavors to suppress the WITNESS.





a.	"qlibw" attempts to suppress the MESSAGE.





b.	"diwkw" tries to suppress the WITNESS.





Illustration:  With "qlibw" the opposition allows you to enter the meeting if you keep your mouth shut.  With "diwkw" the opposition will not even allow you to enter the meeting.





but not forsaken





forsaken = p.p.p. egkataleipw  = to be left behind (alone); to be forsaken; to be abandoned.





1.	Under these circumstances, who will stand-by you?





2.	Jesus will never forsake you.  Your guardian angel will never forsake you.





Principle:  God will never abandon His witnesses.





cast down





cast down = p.p.p. kataballw  = to cast down; to prostrate.





1.	This is Paul's term for being stoned for witnessing as in Stephen's case.





2.	This is a reference to the ultimate destruction of the witness by taking his/her life.





a.	"qlibw" cancels your message.





b.	"diwkw" cancels your life.





c.	"kataballw" cancels your life.





Principle:  Some are going to die for their witness.





but not destroyed.





destroyed = p.p.p. apollumi   to be destroyed utterly; to be killed.





1.	How is it that if the witness is killed he is not destroyed?





2.	Answer:  Mt. 10:28 - “And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul:  but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.





Principle:  Witnessing believers are not to fear death, but rather to fear God, the One Who is able to deliver both soul and body into hell.





Summary





 1.	While believers will suffer as the opposition tries to crush their message, they do not have to give up.





 2.	While believers will suffer because they do not have an immediate answer on how to provide a witness, they are not without the means of providing a witness.





 3.	While believers will suffer as the opposition cancels their appearance, the believer is never abandoned by God.





 4.	While believers will suffer as the opposition kills them, the believer is not utterly destroyed because he goes immediately into the presence of His Savior.





Invitation





With a clear presentation of what the Christian way of life has to offer the serious Christian, there is no better time to ask the lost to be saved, and the saved to commit themselves to witness.
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