The Tragedy of Being Like Everyone Else








Text:  1 Samuel 8:1-22





1	And it came to pass, when Samuel was old, that he made his sons judges over Israel.


2	Now the name of his firstborn was Joel; and the name of his second, Abiah: they were judges in Beersheba.


3	And his sons walked not in his ways, but turned aside after lucre, and took bribes, and perverted judgment.


4	Then all the elders of Israel gathered themselves together, and came to Samuel unto Ramah,


5	And said unto him, Behold, thou art old, and thy sons walk not in thy ways: now make us a king to judge us like all the nations.


6	But the thing displeased Samuel, when they said, Give us a king to judge us. And Samuel prayed unto the LORD.


7	And the LORD said unto Samuel, Hearken unto the voice of the people in all that they say unto thee: for they have not rejected thee, but they have rejected me, that I should not reign over them.


8	According to all the works which they have done since the day that I brought them up out of Egypt even unto this day, wherewith they have forsaken me, and served other gods, so do they also unto thee.


9	Now therefore hearken unto their voice: howbeit yet protest solemnly unto them, and shew them the manner of the king that shall reign over them.


10	And Samuel told all the words of the LORD unto the people that asked of him a king.


11	And he said, This will be the manner of the king that shall reign over you: He will take your sons, and appoint them for himself, for his chariots, and to be his horsemen; and some shall run before his chariots.


12	And he will appoint him captains over thousands, and captains over fifties; and will set them to ear his ground, and to reap his harvest, and to make his instruments of war, and instruments of his chariots.


13	And he will take your daughters to be confectionaries, and to be cooks, and to be bakers.


14	And he will take your fields, and your vineyards, and your oliveyards, even the best of them, and give them to his servants.


15	And he will take the tenth of your seed, and of your vineyards, and give to his officers, and to his servants.


16	And he will take your menservants, and your maidservants, and your goodliest young men, and your asses, and put them to his work.


17	He will take the tenth of your sheep: and ye shall be his servants.


18	And ye shall cry out in that day because of your king which ye shall have chosen you; and the LORD will not hear you in that day.


19	Nevertheless the people refused to obey the voice of Samuel; and they said, Nay; but we will have a king over us;


20	That we also may be like all the nations; and that our king may judge us, and go out before us, and fight our battles.


21	And Samuel heard all the words of the people, and he rehearsed them in the ears of the LORD.


22	And the LORD said to Samuel, Hearken unto their voice, and make them a king. And Samuel said unto the men of Israel, Go ye every man unto his city.  (KJV)





Introduction





New Beginning Church, hereinafter referred to as NBC, has an opportunity to have impact for God.  You have an opportunity to have impact because you are a new church, with a new beginning, and local autonomy--and that means you control your own destiny.  As a new congregation, any connections that you retain with your past will be self-imposed, because you are under no obligation to do anything anyone else’s way, but the way you want to do it.  You are only a year old as a congregation, and there is an important question that each of you must ask yourselves.





“Why did we make a ‘new beginning?’  Did we make a ‘new beginning’ just so we could become like everyone else, or did we make a ‘new beginning’ so that we could be the church that God wants us to be?”





It seems to me that NBC has two choices:  1) Model your church after traditional church standards, or 2) model your church after Bible standards--and brethren, there is a great difference between the two.  One is powerless because it is indwelt with spiritual disease, and the other is powerful because it is has learned to live by means of the omnipotent power of the indwelling Spirit of God, and the real question is this, “Which of these two church-types do you want to be?”  -- a traditional church with no impact, or a spiritual church with high impact?  The choice is yours.





Our text, read by Rev. Theophilus White, Jr., teaches us that God’s people, Israel, made the tragic mistake of looking around, and wanting to become like everyone else.  Might I say that, for too long, I have seen everything else, and quite frankly, I’m not impressed with what I see.





Nineteen years ago next month, I was a 39-year old pastor who had become sick-and-tired of weak churches, weak pastors, weak denominations, and weak Christians.  I was sick enough of the whole system that I was willing to start all over again, from the beginning, with a new beginning, if God would only allow me the opportunity.  At the time, I was pastoring a church that had 1300 members; we couldn’t find 800, and of the 500 we could find, only 300 came to church on Sunday morning, and within the next three years, the church decreased in size to about 125 people each Sunday morning, and you know the rest of the story.  The Sunday night crowd is always less than Sunday morning, and the Wednesday night crowd is even less than that.





Someone might say that my ministry was ineffective, but I submit to you that the problem was not with the pastor.  The problem was with the people of that church--they were split in six different directions:





 1.	There was the mainline denominational group that would have rather promoted the denomination than Jesus--and might I say that God will provide a group of these people for every church, as a spiritual test, just to speed you on to Christian maturity;





 2.	There was a tongues-speaking faction that tried to get everyone healed or tried to get everyone to speak in tongues;





 3.	There was a group that wanted to keep members of the black race out the church;





 4.	There was a group that wanted to allow members of the black race to come into the church;





 5.	There was a group that wanted to learn the Word of God and become like Christ; and





 6.	There was a group that was so thoroughly confused by the other five groups that they didn’t know what they wanted.





	Now you tell me -- how do you pastor a church that is split in six different directions?  The truth is that you can’t, and do it effectively!  So I chose to abandon the whole mess, denomination and all, and start from scratch--with a “new beginning.”  I was just “foolish enough” to believe that God had a better way, and sink, swim, live, or die, I was going to do it His way.





I started nineteen years ago with three men and myself at the Golden Host Cafeteria.  One year later, we moved to this building, and last year we moved into a new building, that would probably appraise for more than $600,000.00.  We have approximately 190 members.  About 100 come from Little Rock and the other 90 come from 20 cities outside of Little Rock.  There is a lady here tonight from France who was saved as a result of ministry from our church about four years ago.  There is a lady here tonight from Mililani, Hawaii, and I have a friend from Denver, Colorado, who wanted to be here tonight, but didn’t make it because he couldn’t get off from work.





In the last nine years, God has used the BDCLR in the following ways





(List the various ministries:  these can be viewed at the following URL:)


http://ourworld.compuserve.com/homepages/bdclr/churchmi.htm





And what is the key to all this?  Our church has dared to study God’s Word, and dared to believe God’s Word, and dared to set out to become like Jesus, and dared to do His work.  We have dared to be different!





As a Pastor, I am not really interested in what people think of me.  I am not in a popularity contest.  I am not interested in what people think about our church.  We are not in a popularity contest.  I have been called a cult leader, and my church as been referred to as a cult for nineteen years, but these are the comments of religion.  My desire is to please God, and Him alone, and if people want to get in on what God is doing through the ministry of our church, we welcome them to unite with us--however, they will unite with us in God’s work on our terms.  We will not unite with them, on their terms, in the devil’s work.





Let’s look at our country today, and let’s look at the problems we face in our country:





Problems





Sin related:  murders, rapes, vandalism, drug addiction, alcoholism





Various fields:  education, legal





Family disruptions:  homosexuality, lesbians, same-sex marriages, out-of-wedlock pregnancy out of wedlock (not a shred of evidence in the Bible to discredit inter-racial marriages)





Government:  freedom is more basic to this country than is Christianity, and when we as Christian begin to understand this, we will begin to recognize government intrusion into our lives; the government wants to play God for us, telling us what’s best for us.  Quite frankly, I’d rather trust my life to the real and living God, than to trust a government who wants to play God.  There is no one on the face of this earth who knows the meaning of the word oppression that removes freedom any better than the black race in this country; but my question to all that name the name of Christ, both black and white, is this:  “If oppression that removes freedom is truly the wicked monster that it is, and it is, then why is the whole Christian community not screaming from the rooftop about the oppressions of our government that, like a modern-day Robinhood, justifies its robbing the wealthy through oppressive taxation to give to the poor.  Our government, if it continues its present trend, will one day kill the goose-that-laid-the-golden-egg, business enterprise under the free enterprise system, and then create a Welfare State, making slaves of us all.  It is about time that we all get back to the Word of God and call our government to task.





Medical field:  We have an AIDS epidemic and the world’s solutions are  condoms and “safe” sex.  Why is the church not screaming for abstinence?





Brethren, the integrity of Christians demands that we be honest with ourselves, and that we be honest before the Lord.  Something is drastically wrong in our country, and I don’t believe that we’ll ever solve the problems that we face on a daily basis until we, as Christians, are willing to admit, that under most conditions, when we look at the church, we can’t tell the church from the world.  We have allowed the church to become so much like the world, that the world wants no part of us.  And why should the world want what the church has to offer, when all the church has, is what the world already has, and the world knows that what it has doesn’t work.





NBC, do not make the same mistake that Israel made.  It began to look around, and said it wanted a king so that it could be like all other nations.  As you begin to look around, you’re going to see all kinds of things that will appeal to you:  bus ministries to haul-people-in, choirs, choir-robes, bigger buildings, bigger budgets, larger congregations, prominent members, radio/TV ministries, full-time pastors, church staff members, a Hammond organ, a family-life center, a tape ministry, stained glass windows, a paved parking lot, a baptistery, and who-knows-what else?  And when you begin to see all this, the danger comes when you too want these things-- or even some of these things.  How about just wanting to teach the Word of God to whomever shows up.  How about a desire to be like Jesus, leaving all the other details to Him?





My dear friends, our churches are not successful because we have bus ministries, and choirs, and choir-robes, and bigger buildings, and bigger budgets, and larger congregations, and prominent members, and radio/TV ministries, and full-time pastors, and church staff members, and a Hammond organ, and a family-life center, and a tape ministry, and stained glass windows, and a paved parking lot, and a baptistery, and who-knows-what else?  The church is successful because it provides a center from which the unadulterated Word of God can be proclaimed--the lost becoming saved, and the saved growing to Christian maturity.  Success is not related to what we are doing.  Success is related to what we are becoming -- that is, becoming like Christ.  If we will choose to become like Christ, all of the ‘doing’ will take care of itself.





NBC, do not seek to become like everyone else.  Seek to become a church that, when measured against God’s standard, will pass with flying colors.





Let’s take a look at God’s standard for the local church:





1.	It consists of saved people.  (Eph. 2:8).





	     Not people who think they are saved,


	.....or hope that they are saved,


	.....or are working to be saved,


	.....or hope to be saved,


	.....or used to be saved.





	God’s church consists of people who are saved.





2.	The saved are called “Church.”  (1 Cor. 10:32), not Baptists, Methodists, Independents, etc.





1 Cor 10:32  Give no offense either to Jews or to Greeks or to the church of God;


(NAS)





3.	Once saved, the world’s distinction passed away (Gal. 3:27-28)  (Col. 3:9-11)





Gal 3:27-28





27	For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.


28	There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  (NAS)





Col 3:9-11





9	Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old self with its evil practices,


10	and have put on the new self who is being renewed to a true knowledge according to the image of the One who created him


11	a renewal in which there is no distinction between Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and freeman, but Christ is all, and in all.  (NAS)





4.	The Pastor seeks counsel from wise people, but he is the final authority in all church matters.  (Heb. 13:17





Heb 13:17  Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you.


(KJV)





Heb. 13:7  Remember them which have the rule over you, who have spoken unto you the word of God: whose faith follow, considering the end of their conversation.  (KJV)





5.	The purpose of the Pastor-Teacher is to teach the Word of God.  (Eph. 4:11-13)





Eph 4:11-13





11	And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers,


12	for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ;


13	until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fulness of Christ.  (NAS)





6.	Deacons are servants.  (Acts 6:1-4)





1	Now at this time while the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint arose on the part of the Hellenistic Jews against the native Hebrews, because their widows were being overlooked in the daily serving of food.


2	And the twelve summoned the congregation of the disciples and said, "It is not desirable for us to neglect the word of God in order to serve tables.


3	"But select from among you, brethren, seven men of good reputation, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may put in charge of this task.


4	"But we [ the preachers ] will devote ourselves to prayer, and to the ministry of the word."  (NAS)





Deacons are not a ruling board nor a decision-making body; they are not given to the Church to straighten out the Pastor or to keep him straight.





Deacons are servants who take care of the church’s chores, giving the Pastor time to study and teach.





Deacons are not deacons for a lifetime.  There are qualifications for a deacon (1 Tim. 3:8-13), and just as a man must qualify to become a deacon, he disqualifies himself if he fails to keep the qualifications after being appointed.





Our churches need to get back to the Bible, requiring that our Pastors do the teaching and requiring that the Deacons do the serving; and the degree to which Deacons in any church, find themselves in control, or are seeking control of anything, including the Pastors ministry, those Deacons are out of line with God’s Word, and are a destructive force within the Body of Christ.  Question:  Which churches in our country have the courage to get back to God’s Word on this issue?





7.	The objective for all Christians in the Christian way of life is to become like Christ.  Listen to the Bible:








2 Cor 3:18  But we all, with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.


(NAS)





Rom 8:29  For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the first-born among many brethren;  (NAS)





Gal 2:20  "I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me, and delivered Himself up for me.  (NAS)





Gal 4:19  My children, with whom I am again in labor until Christ is formed in you--(NAS)





Phil 1:21  For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain.  (NAS)





Now, please allow me to make some final comments that God has laid on my heart.





A.	To The Pastor I say:





	1.  We as Pastors cannot expect our congregations to become more than we are spiritually.





	2.  A congregation’s maturity level will not exceed that of its Pastor.





B.	Our message, the Gospel, is neither a “black message,” nor “white message.”  The Gospel is “good news.”





C.	To the Universal Church I say:





1.	Let’s stop offering programs to the world, and let’s start offering it Jesus and the unadulterated Word of God taught accurately.





2.	We should not be concerned about whether the world likes us.  Jesus said, . . .





John 15:





18	"If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated you.


19	"If you were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you.  (NAS)





3.	When the world begins to like the Church, there is something wrong with the Church.





4.	God has not called upon the church to change the world.  He has called upon the Church to change itself.





5.	It is not until the church becomes distinct from the world that the lost will want what the church has to offer.





6.	We need to stop thinking that small churches can’t do anything.


	We need to stop thinking that small churches are second rate churches.





7.	God is not asking our churches to become big, or popular, or traditional.  God is asking us to yield to Him.





In conclusion and in Christian love, I say to you my friends, and fellow believers, your church, as a young church, is in a unique position, and the question posed to you is simply this:  With the opportunity to become all that God wants your church to become, will you choose the route of Israel and seek only to become like everyone else, or will you make the difficult decision to become what God wants you to become, pleasing Him and Him alone?  My prayer is that you will choose the d
