THREE WAYS TO PERCEIVE








Introduction





First Set of Ideas





A.	It is a truism.  Perception is reality to the person doing the perceiving.





B.	Perception is reality, even though what is being perceived is not reality.





C.	Perception is reality, even though what is real s not being perceived.





D.	Perception is reality when what is being perceived is real.





Second Set of Ideas





A.	What is perceived as being true is true only when the perception matches truth.





B.	What is perceived as being true is never true unless what is being perceived matches what is true.





C.	What is perceived as being true is considered true even when what is true is not what is being perceived.





Third Set of Ideas





A.	What ought to be ought to be only when what ought to be is consistent with truth.





B.	What ought to be is not what ought to be when what you think ought to be is not consistent with truth.





Now, let’s look at three ways of perceiving things.








Three Ways of Perceiving Things





 1.	The Way You Think Things Are





 2.	The Way You Think Things Ought to Be





 3.	The Way Things Really Are








What Really Is the Truth?





Truth #1:  Christian schools are private schools, and the State of Arkansas has no jurisdiction over private schools.





1.	The Way You Think Things Are:





You may think that the State of Arkansas has jurisdiction over Christian schools, but that’s not true.


As Christians, we should make certain that what we think is true is really true.





2.	The Way You Think Things Ought to Be





You may think the State of Arkansas ought to have jurisdiction over Christian schools, therefore, you think the State of Arkansas has jurisdiction over Christian schools because that’s the way you think it ought to be.


You can think that Christian schools are under the jurisdiction of the State because that’s the way you think it ought to be, but that doesn’t place Christian schools under the jurisdiction of the State just because that’s the way you think it ought to be.


In fact, the State of Arkansas has no jurisdiction over Christian schools regardless of whether someone thinks it does or not.





Principle:  Christian decisions must be based on the way things are, not on the way things ought to be.





3.	The Way Things Really Are





The fact is that the State of Arkansas has no jurisdiction over Christian schools.





Principle:  My decisions about a Christian school under the leadership of my ministry will be based upon facts, and the pure and simple fact is that the State of Arkansas has no jurisdiction over Christian schools.





Truth #2:  Christian education is not second rate education.





1.	The Way You Think Things Are





Someone might think that Christian education is a second rate education.


But, thinking that Christian education is second rate, doesn’t make it second rate.





 2.	The Way You Think Things Ought to Be





Christian education should not be second rate.








 3.	The Way Things Really Are





The fact is that Christian education is not a second rate education simply because it is Christian education.





Principle:  My decisions about a Christian school under the leadership of y ministry will be based upon facts,  and the pure and simple fact is that Christian should be superior to any brand of education whose philosophy is based upon science, humanism, and behaviorism.





Truth #3:  Teachers can teach in a Christian school without a college degree.





1.	The Way You Think Things Are





You may think that teachers must have a college degree to teach in a Christian school, but that is not true.  This may be the way you think it is, but that’s not the way it really is.


Christians, whose responsibility it is to assess the circumstances of life, should assure themselves that their facts are correct which form the basis of their judgments.





Principle:  Don’t criticize or pre-judge a Christian school if its teachers do not have college degrees if your criticism is based upon the erroneous idea that teachers in a Christian school are required to have college degrees.





 2.	The Way You Think Things Ought to Be





You may think that teachers in a Christian school ought to have a college degree, therefore, you conclude that teachers in Christian schools have college degrees, and this is not always so.


You may think that teachers in a Christian school ought to have a college degree, therefore, you might draw conclusions and pass judgment on Christian schools because they have teachers who do not have college degrees.





Principle:  If the way you think things are not the way they really are, be open to change your mind when you hear the truth.





 3.	The Way Things Really Are





The truth is that teachers can teach in a Christian school without a college degree.





Principle:  Christian decisions should be based on the way things really are, not on the way we think they are, or the way we think they ought to be.





Truth #4:  Teachers can teach in a Christian school without State certification.





1.	The Way You Think Things Are





You may think that teachers in a Christian school must have State certification, but that is not the way it really is.


You may form opinions based upon the notion that teachers in a Christian school must have State certification.





Principle:  Opinions based upon false information are flawed opinions.





 2.	The Way You Think Things Ought to Be





You may think that teachers in a Christian school ought to be certified by the State, but that’s only a personal opinion.





Principle:  Personal opinions are not law.  Personal opinions may be good, but what ought to be is not always what is.





 3.	The Way Things Really Are





Teachers can teach in a Christian school without State certification.





Principle:  Christian decisions should be based on the way things really are, not on the way we think they are, or the way we think they ought to be.





Truth #5:  Colleges do accept students from non-accredited schools.





1.	The Way You Think Things Are





You may think that college do not accept graduates from non-accredited schools, but this is not the way it really is.


Again, you may form opinions based upon the notion that colleges do not accept graduates from a non-accredited school.





Principle:  Opinions based upon false information are flawed opinions.





 2.	The Way You Think Things Ought to Be





You may think that colleges ought not accept graduates from a non-accredited school, but you should have a reason or reasons that can be supported by something other than personal opinion, personal prejudice, or personal bias.





Principle:  Personal opinion, personal prejudice, or personal bias are not Christian guides.  Truth should guide the Christian.





 3.	The Way Things Really Are





The truth is that colleges do accept students from non-accredited schools, and it is no more difficult for a graduate to get into college via a non-accredited school than it is an accredited school.  Students from either must pass the entrance exam.


The first three to four or more graduating classes from any new private school graduate from a non-accredited school, because no private school receives accreditation from a reputable accrediting organization in their first three to six years.





Principle:  Don’t make false statements about things about which you are not certain.





Truth #6:  Certain types of scholarships are denied graduates of non-accredited schools.





1.	The Way You Think Things Are





If you think this is the way it is, you are right.





 2.	The Way You Think Things Ought to Be





If you think that this is the way it ought to be, at least acknowledge the fact that this is your opinion, and not law.





 3.	The Way Things Really Are





It is true that certain types of scholarships are denied graduates of non-accredited schools.
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