BDCLR CHRISTIAN SCHOOL PHILOSOPHY



Prov 22:6  Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.   (KJV)



Regarding the Interpretation of This Passage



Regarding the interpretation of verse I appeal to a Jewish Rabbi, but  a going to give it a Christian slant. Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch, in discussing the development of Jacob and Esau says that until the age of thirteen the boys attended the same school, and afterwards they separated.  Rabbi Hirsch uses this to voice strong criticism against the fact that all boys receive the same education, without anyone paying attention to their individual characteristics and abilities. . . . Here too, by saying that Jacob and Esau both received an identical upbringing, Wise Men suggest that the differences between them were not taken into account.  By pointing this out, the Wise Men wish to point out to us that we should be careful to heed the great principle of education found in Proverbs 22:6, “Train the youth in accordance with his way.”



Education must be directed in accordance with the child’s special path in the future, which is in keeping with his characteristics and the latent tendencies in the depths of his soul, and must educate him toward the holy goal of a pure human and Christian life.  In its essence, the Christian’s role is a single and unique one, and that is becoming like Christ, but their are different ways of life in which it can be carried out.  In other words, the common goal is to become like Christ, but the Christ-like life can be carried out as a doctor, a teacher, a baseball payer or a ditch digger.



It is just because of this -- “train the youth in accordance with his way” -- that each child must be educated for the great goal of becoming like Christ, in accordance with his future, that is as a doctor, a teacher, a baseball player or a ditch digger, which can be foreseen for him based on his qualities.  The parent who places Jacob and Esau in the same classroom wit the same curriculum, and teaches them both together the same way to become doctors, or teachers, or baseball players, or ditch diggers, is guaranteed to ruin one of them.  Jacob will be a book worm, while Esau will only wait for the day when he can throw his books away, and at the same time cast away the whole purpose in life which is to become like Christ, which he only recognized from one point of view -- one which by his nature he detested.



Had Isaac and Rebekah penetrated more keenly into the soul of Esau, had they asked themselves how the latent energy, strength and flexibility in Esau’s soul could be harnessed toward the ways of Christ, then the future “mighty man” might not merely be “an excellent hunter” but he could have be a “mighty man before God.” . . . Only after the boys grew into men were all astonished to see that even though both came from the same mother’s womb, were educated and trained together, they were so totally different from one another in their actions.



Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch perceives all human development as dependent upon coordination between the person’s innate qualities and the way he is educated.



Rephrased:  Your child’s development depends upon the coordination between the qualities he was born with and the way he is educated.



Application of the Interpretation



Education is not the end that we seek for the child.  Success in life is what we seek for the child.  Education is the means to the end.



Life should be defined by the Word of God, not by secular society.



The goals of education are not . . .



a better career.

a better job.

more money.

more prestige.

more degrees.



The goal of education is to equip the student for life as life is defined and described in the Word of God.



Not everyone needs to go to college, but everyone needs to be equipped for life.

Not everyone needs degrees, but everyone needs to be equipped for life.

Not everyone needs a Ph.D., but everyone needs to be equipped for life.

Not everyone needs to be a scientist, but everyone needs to be equipped for life.

Not everyone needs to be an athlete, but everyone needs to be equipped for life.

Not everyone needs to be a millionaire, but everyone needs to be equipped for life.



Education should equip the child for life within the parameters of the child’s capabilities.



If the child’s abilities are to play the violin, the child should not be trained to play football.

If the child’s abilities are to play football, the child should not be trained to play the piano..



You might ask, “But what if the child has the ability to play football and play the violin?  How should he be trained?”  He should be trained to play football AND the violin!



Education and the Angelic Conflict



The BDCLR Christian Church School will function within the parameters of the State of Arkansas’ requirements; however, the leadership of the BDCLRCS will acknowledge that all of human life is lived in the arena of a spiritual battle known as the angelic conflict.  This leadership believes that whatever the nature of education, it must prepare its pupils to be victorious, not just in life, but in life as it relates to the angelic conflict.



Success in life as it relates to the angelic conflict is not measured by the world, but by God.  Whatever the nature of education, it must prepare its pupils to be successful in God’s eyes, not the world’s eyes.



Education and the Real World



Children must be trained to function in “the real world,” not a world as we might perceive it, but as it really is.  Times change, and with change comes the need to adapt to the change.  For example, computers were not an issue in the 40’s, or 50’s, or 60’s, or 70’s, or 80’s, but computers are an issue in the 90’s.  To train children today as though computers were irrelevant is to fail the relevancy of education test.  The biblical injunction is to “redeem the time.”  The bible doesn’t say “redeem the PAST,” or “get ready to “redeem the FUTURE.”  It says, “redeem the time.”  That’s now -- not past or future, but NOW! 



We should, however, be sharp enough to correctly analyze the future, and know where the future is taking us, and then prepare our children to phase into that future.  We have seen our country move from farming to industry to service as a means of making a living.  Brethren, the small farmer in this country is nearly gone, and the steel mills have been shut down, and we now look to Silicon Valley.  Brethren, our country has moved from cow chips to metal chips to computer chips, and the tragedy is that too few have been adequately trained to successfully transition from one era to another.  Let’s not make the same mistake with today’s children.



Train Up the Child in the Way he Should Go



Brethren, this is the age of the computer whether we like it or not, but let me be clear.  Some will build computers, some will work with computers, some will repair computers, and some will dust computers.  Brethren, as long as this world exists, we are going to need ditch diggers and rocket scientists, and they are not trained alike.  Perhaps both educated, but not in the same courses.



Parent and child together should determine the direction the child should travel, and that course should be consistent with and within the limits of the child’s capabilities.





Prov 22:6  Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.   (KJV)



Introduction



A.	To many people this verse means that if I’m a ( fill in the blank ), and I want my children to be (fill in the blank), I should train my children as (fill in the blank) when they are young and when they get older they will come back to the (fill in the blank) if they should stray between adolescence and adulthood.



B.	This is not what this means.  In fact, this verse has very little to do with that kind of a concept, and yet religious people force that interpretation upon the verse, and then wonder why it never works out that way in life.



C.	First of all, this comes from Jewish Scripture, not Christian Scripture.  The Old Testament is first Jewish, not Christian, and my point is this.



Christians need to stop forcing their biased and prejudiced viewpoint on everyone else when that viewpoint is human viewpoint and not divine viewpoint.



You must remember that a large portion of Christians in this country are in reversionism; they love the world and hate Christ; they love the flesh and hate Christ; they love the devil and hate Christ.



And we might as well come to grips with the fact that reversionistic Christians are going to distort everything they touch because they have rejected the only hope that we have, and that’s TRUTH as it comes from God’s Word.



D.	In the interest of time, I’m not going to illustrate how the reversionists of our country have disrupted, distorted and perverted the fields of science, medicine, dentistry, law, sports, music, freedom, marriage, family, government, military, television, radio -- you name it, brethren, and it’s been disrupted, distorted and perverted because our nation is comprised of a majority group of backslidden, reversionistic people whose thinking has so radically departed from the principles, promises, doctrines and techniques of God’s Word, that right is now called wrong, and wrong is called right; good is called bad, and bad is called good; and black is called white, and white is called black.  And brethren, if that’s not evidence enough for you that things are all fouled up, you’re just as much a part of the problem as are the rest of this country’s backslidden, reversionistic whitewashed tombstones.



E.	Now, to the point!  The field of education is just as disrupted, distorted and perverted as every other institution in this country, and this morning my desire is to address this issue.



 1.	I Am Qualified to Speak on This Subject Because Education Has Been My Life.



A.	I am a high school graduate.	12 years	Mingo High School

B.	I have 20 hours toward a degree in engineering.	20 hours	College of Steubenville

C.	I attended George Washington University	6 hours	Accounting and Spanish

D.	I have one year (42 hours) in the medical field	1 year	U.S. Navy

E.	I have one year (42 hours) in medical admin	1 year	U.S. Navy

F.	I have 40 hours toward a Liberal Arts Degree	40 hours	Kent State University

G.	I have 100 hours and a BS Degree in Educ	100 hours	Akron University

H.	I have 96 hours and a Master of Divinity Degree	96 hours	SWBTS/LRS

I.	I have two years (84 hours) and a DMin Degree	2 years	LRS

J.	I have 3 hours of Hebrew	3 hours	OU

K.	I have 25 hours of Sign Language	25 hours	UALR



(420 hours over a forty year span)



 2.	I taught Health and Physical for a combined total of one year at a Public School and a Christian Academy in Akron, Ohio, in 1968-69.



 3.	Some of the Education Courses that I have taken include the Educational Psychology and the Philosophy of Education.



 4.	I have been teaching the Word of God to congregations for approximately 34 years.



 5.	Over 34 years, in classrooms, I have taught the Bible, Systematic Theology and Homiletics.



 6.	I have successfully passed courses in English, Spanish, Latin, Greek, Hebrew and American Sign Language.



 7.	Because of my background, believe that I am qualified to talk about the field of education anytime, anywhere, and with anyone.  I believe that I am also spiritually qualified to know the will of God as he leads me in my pastoral ministry.



 8.	This leads me to my point.  I believe that God is leading me to begin a private school here at our church.



Let Me talk About the Public School System



 1.	To those who are public school advocates, I say, you are welcome to support public schools and I will support your right to support public schools, but I must say to you that God is leading me to consider a private school here at our church.  The only question that I have is one of timing.  Is the time right, right now?  I will soon know, as soon as I collect all the data needed to make an enlightened decision.  I am in the process of collecting data right now.



 2.	To people of color who are my friends and to those of you to whom I am your Pastor, you have known me long enough to know that God’s leadership in my life to begin a private school at the BDCLR is not racially motivated to segregate the races.



It is possible that I might be accused of racial motivation if it is understood that my desire is to see children of color offered an opportunity to get an education that will truly help them in life.



 3.	Let me now share with you some ideas that I have about our Public School Education System today:



A.	Some children will survive the Public School System in spite of the System, but surviving in spite of the System doesn’t make the System right or good.



B.	Some children will excel in the Public School System in spite of the System, but that some will excel in spite of the System doesn’t make the System right or good.



C.	There are good teachers in the Public School System, but the Public School System also has its share of bad teachers, both white and black.



D.	Having a college degree in the field of Education doesn’t guarantee that the degreed person is qualified to teach, let alone be a good teacher.



E.	The problem with Public Education today is not always the teacher.  Like so many other institutions, it is the ivory towered people who never get out of the ivory tower, yet dictate policy, philosophy and trends of education that are the problem.  You can have good teachers, but if the policy, philosophy and methods are wrong, the teacher is hamstrung, no matter how good the teacher is.



G.	Education, since the 60’s, has been more interested in the socialization of the races than they have been in providing effective education, and brethren, until the masses are converted to Christ, and learn to yield to God the Holy Spirit to produce a Christ-like life, Public Education, in all of its efforts to produce a non-bigoted society will take bigots of all races, run them through a educational factory for twelve years, and then at the end of that twelve year period of time hand diplomas to children who are now “diplomaed” bigots because an Educational System is designed to educate, not transform lives.  This type of system fails in two ways:  1) it fails to educate, and 2) it fails to transform.  This present Public School System has been doomed to failure for over thirty years, and the sad thing is that it has taken administrators, both black and white, this long to even begin to acknowledge it.



H.	Teachers have lost control in the classroom.



I.	Disruptive students disrupt the learning process for students who would like to learn.



J.	The presence of drugs, knives, guns, metal detectors, paid hall monitors, signs indicating no drugs, knives or guns allowed -- does this sound like what a public school ought to be like?  Are we saying we don’t have a problem?



K.	Teachers threatened, intimidated, beaten, and even killed.  Are you telling me we don’t have a problem.



L.	Day-care for students who have babies.  Are we saying we don’t have a problem?



M.	Dilapidated buildings; underfunded schools; underpaid and overworked teachers.  Are we saying we don’t have a problem.



N.	Little children being bussed long distances from one neighborhood to another.  Bus accidents.  Children injured.  Children killed.  Cameras on busses.  Drivers abused and accosted by students.  Are we saying we don’t have a problem?



O.	Truancy up.  Dropout rate up.  Children graduating who can’t read or write complete sentences or add and subtract.  Are we saying we don’t have problems?



P.	Fear of driving through the school neighborhood.  Fear of attending an athletic event after dark.  Are we saying we don’t have a problem.



Q.	Two students caught having sex in a classroom at Dunbar Junior High:  Are we saying we don’t have problems?



R.	If you live in an area that has absorbed “white flight,” or you have moved to a city outside Little Rock to avoid the Little Rock School System, or your children attend a School System outside of Little Rock, don’t come to me in support of Public Schools because you don’t have these kind of problems in your school system.  You’re only kidding yourself.  They exist.  You just don’t want to acknowledge it.  What’s the difference between a redneck punk of a white child gang member who intimidates teachers in a “white flight” city as opposed to a black gang member who hates the world and everything in it and does everything he or she can to disrupt a city school?  Brethren, the only difference is the color of the skin?  And both are wrong!  Are we saying we don’t have problems?



Now, Let Me Address the Private School Systems



 1.	When I use the term Private School I will not be making reference to the long standing church school systems like those affiliated with the Catholic Church or the Lutheran Church.  These systems have been around for a long time, but Christian Education outside these systems has only become prominent in the last 25 years.  When I use the term Private Schools, I will be referring to systems like CAC, the Baptist School System, Walnut Valley, Pulaski Academy, Abundant Life, and any other school system associated with a denominational or non-denominational church.



2.	Every private school in this area has not developed as a result of racial motivation; however, the cost of private education has provided a safe haven for many whites because most blacks are not financially able to place their children in private schools.  I want to talk about the cost of private education in just a few minutes.



 3.	Most private church schools are operated by religious people and the modus operandi of these systems is generally some brand of legalism.  Families who have wanted to place their children in “religious” schools have always criticized some legalistic policy that they didn’t like, but for want of a better option, these families have endured and criticized, endured and criticized, endured and criticized.



 4.	My question to you is this.  If religion is part of the problem in this country, why should you not expect the modus operandi of a “religious” school to be anything other than a legalistic, energy of the flesh operation.



 5.	Indications that a private school system is an energy of the flesh operation:



competition:  the private school system senses that it must compete with the Public School System and other private schools.

something to prove:  the private school system sets out to prove that it can provide better education that can the public school system.



 6.	Because private schools think they have something to prove, and because they are in a competitive mode, the cost of private education has kept some families from entering their children into private schools, and for those who haven’t been priced out to begin with, many are in the system but are being forced to consider dropping out because of the exorbitant cost of annual fees -- and brethren, it all has to do with the philosophy behind the system.





Let Me Make Some Comments Related To Some Of My Observations:



 1	In the first place, everyone does not need to go to college.



 2.	College degrees do not account for success in life.



 3.	If a person is motivated toward a career that demands a college education, that person will generally prepare himself to go to college.



 4.	It is not necessary for every child who will attend college to enter college right out of high school.  didn’t start seriously until was 27.  My mother got her degree when she was about 48 years old.



 5.	All children do not need to be trained for college, but all children need to be trained for life.



 6.	My desire is to train children for life, not train children for college.  If we train children for life, college will take care of itself.



 7.	We have the building.  We have the space.  We have the “know-how.”  We have the people resources to provide wise counsel to this Pastor.



8.	The BDCLR Christian School will not be in competition with anyone but itself to do the best that we can with the resources we have at the lowest cost possible.



 9.	As I see it, the immediate need that would keep us from beginning this September is the question of who will do the teaching?  At this time, I do not know, but I believe God will resolve that problem.



10.	Obviously, to keep the cost as low as possible per student, salaries will perhaps have to be non-existent.  I have a question.  Why can’t spiritual people pool their spiritual resources and pool their native skills, talents and abilities to teach and operate a private school system.  You see, that’s part of the problem.  When you allow yourself to get locked into the “world’s system,” you have to do it their way, but who says we have to do it any other way but the way we want to do it, as long as we meet all the requirements that the State requires, and if the State requires something that violates our freedom, who says we can’t fight the State?



11.	This school system can be the product of innovation and creativity.  For example:



A.	Who says that a school system has to operate September through May?



B.	If a single parent or both parents work, who says that school can’t function twelve months out of the year?



C.	If a student is slow, why can’t you take twelve months to teach the student what others are being forced to try to learn in nine months?



D.	Who says you have to have a school lunch program?  If you want your child to get an education at minimal costs, pack your child a lunch and something to drink.



E.	Who says you have to have to have uniforms if it’s going to increase the cost of an education for your child..  As nice as they may be, can a child not learn in a “ratty” T-shirt and a pair of jeans with both knees torn out?  Why can’t the church have a clothes closet to provide decent clothes for a child in need?



F.	Why can’t the people of the church provide a library of books to be used as reference material?



G.	Why can’t a child go on vacation with a parent in the middle of the school year and pick up where he left off before going on vacation.



H.	Why do we have to have a football team, a basketball team, a baseball team, a track team, or cheerleaders, if it’s going to increase the cost of education?  Why not enroll your child in the local community recreational activity as a substitute so that education costs can be lowered?



I.	If you have some expertise that can be used in the field of education, why can’t you serve the Lord by using your expertise at whatever level your expertise would be of value?



M.	Brethren, a church school is ministry, not a program.



Why can’t we use spiritually gifted people as they make themselves available?  Why can’t we use grandma’s and grandpa’s who are willing to serve?  Why can’t we use retired people who would be willing to serve?  Why can’t we use people for a portion of the day on their day off.  We will need people to vacuum a floor, mop a hallway, read a story, monitor a room, assist a teacher, play a game with, grade a paper, open a door, lock-up, go to the post-office, answer a phone, be a play-time monitor, sing a song with, occasionally transport.  If you knew that a child was going to have to take a History Course next year, why couldn’t you read the book a year ahead of time and teach the course.  We can lead the way.  Education does not have to cost-an-arm-and-a-leg.  We need human resources more than we need money.



Brethren, this is not an investment in the future.  This is an investment in the lives of the children of our church.  Who among us is willing to say to God, I am willing to do whatever I can, and brethren this means that vacation times may have to be altered, schedules may have to be changed somewhat, but the question is who will catch the vision with me?



Brethren, I am not a miracle worker.  I can’t make a child learn, and I can’t make a parent take an interest in their child’s education, but we CAN teach children who want to learn and we CAN teach children whose parents want them to learn.



Those children who become a part of this system will learn the rules and obey the rules.  Failure to obey the rules will result in discipline appropriate for the violation.  Parents will be taught that their children can obey and will obey if the child understands the guidelines.  Parents who are not willing to allow us to discipline their children will not be permitted to enroll their children.  This will be a school that is geared to teach, and disruptive children will be dealt with in love, but they will be dealt with, nonetheless.



My desire is to reduce homework to a minimum.  Parents are not teachers.  Teachers are teachers, and what should be taught in school should be taught in school and not at home by parents who have worked all day long, and then have to come home, cook supper, do the wash, cut the grass, read the child’s lesson, and then try to teach something that they don’t understand in the first place.  The larger portion of homework in a private school is needed to teach a child a grade above his or her level.  It’s the competitive modus operandi, brethren, not a requirement that causes homework.  It is my personal opinion that there is enough wasted time in a day to take care of most homework at school before the child ever goes home.  Brethren, I have a sneaking suspicion that it won’t take long to find out who wants to learn and who doesn’t, and if I have the parent’s support, I believe we can teach your child to have a desire to learn.



They will be taught manners and be expected to carry them out.



A private school may not be for every child, but it’s for some children, and it’s those children whose needs I desire to meet.  If you decide that your child should not be in our system, you will not be coerced, intimidated, badgered or anything else.  The only thing I ask of you is that you support us with your blessing and prayers.



At this time I can’t answer all of your questions.  I am working to be able to do so.  I cannot tell you who the teacher’s will be.  I cannot tell you the cost per student.  I cannot tell you when the school will begin.  I hope t have all those answers by May 1.



What I do need from you is this.  From parents who would consider placing your child(ren) in this school I need some information from you as early as today.  I need information about the number of children you would place in our system.
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