THE BIBLE, THE CONSTITUTION AND SAME SEX MARRIAGES








Romans 12:19


19	Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord.   (KJV)





Hebrews 10:30


30	For we know him that hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will recompense, saith the Lord. And again, The Lord shall judge his people.   (KJV)





Jude 1:7


7	Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities about them in like manner, giving themselves over to fornication, and going after strange flesh, are set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire.   (KJV)





Introduction





This morning, I want to address the issue of SAME SEX MARRIAGES from what I believe to be a Christian biblical perspective.





In pursuit of a Christian, biblical perspective on this issue, I will discuss the following issues this morning:





About This Issue


Things That I As A Pastor Hold To Be True


The Freedom Factor In The Same Sex Marriage Issue


The United States of America, Its Constitution and the Bible


Establishing a Concept of Morality


How I Am Using the Terms Truth and Morality


The Relationship of Freedom to Morality


What Are the Biblical Responses to the Issue of Same Sex Marriages





I have never been popular among men, but neither was Jesus.  In fact, there were times when He wasn’t even popular among His disciples.  Perhaps that will be true of me with you by the time that I get done, but quite honestly, I am not in a popularity contest with men as my judge.  I am in a popularity contest with the Lord as my Judge, and I am looking for that “well done, thou good and faithful servant.”  With that single purpose in mind, I launch into my message, THE BIBLE, THE CONSTITUTION AND SAME SEX MARRIAGES.





The issue of same sex marriages is a “hot” issue among Christians because Christians are dealing with the issue with their emotions, with their “feelings,” with a lack of doctrinal understanding, with false doctrine, with personal prejudice, and in some cases, with downright hatred.  These are “sinful reactions” to the issue rather than “biblical responses.”





Perhaps it would be good to listen to the Word of God before we begin.





Romans 12:16-21


16	Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited.


17	Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody.


18	If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.


19	Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God's wrath, for it is written: "It is mine to avenge; I will repay," says the Lord.


20	On the contrary: "If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head."


21	Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. (NIV)





1 Corinthians 13:1-7


1	If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal.


2	If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.


3	If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing.


4	Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.


5	It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.


6	Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.


7	It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. (NIV)





We should learn two things from these verses about our Christian response to any set of circumstances, including same sex marriages:





1.	God is still the Judge.


2.	Unconditional love is our obligation.





About This Issue





 1.	The issue of same sex marriage will not be resolved by the babe in Christ, and probably not by the adolescent Christian.





 2.	This issue is not resolved with answers born out of subjectivity.





 3.	This issue demands objectivity, a good understanding of all pertinent doctrines, and an application of those pertinent doctrines from a life yielded to the Spirit of God.





 4.	In the circles in which I travel, when the subject of SAME SEX MARRIAGES comes up, I see evidence of subjectivity, a lack knowledge of the pertinent doctrines associated with the problem, and immature reactions rather than mature responses.





 5.	Listen, again, to Scripture:





Ephesians 4:26


26	Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon your wrath: (KJV)





The phrase “Be angry and sin not” has an application to our present subject, but what I am seeing in Christians is anger associated with sin.  Ray Steven’s sings a song called “The Streak,” and in that song he says that he was incensed when “the streak” came out of the cheap seats and mooned Ethyl.  Brethren, I think that that’s what I’m seeing in Christians when they talk about same sex marriages.  I see Christians who were incensed last week and they remain incensed today, long after the sun has gone down upon their wrath.





 6.	Same sex marriages are going to provide Jeff Foxworthy with more material:





“How you know you’re a redneck?”  You know you’re a redneck when you let the sun go down upon your wrath when same sex marriages are the issue.





The problem, here, is not that same sex marriages anger you.  The problem is when you let the sun to go down upon your anger.





 7.	Same sex marriages have been on the horizon for a long time, but most Christians have superficially responded to this issue by refusing to do much more than malign and criticize the idea, or they have just stuck their heads in the sand and hoped that the issue would go away.  Not only has it not gone away, it will not go away, because the Constitution of the United States establishes freedom as its most basic tenet, and unless a constitutional amendment is passed to address this issue, doing anything to stop it is dead-in-the-water.  It takes 3/4 of the States to ratify an amendment, and, brethren, if the masses in this country are in reversionism, don’t think for a minute that the concept of same sex marriages is repugnant to the reversionistic masses.  Brethren, same sex marriages aren’t even repugnant to all Christians.





Things That I As A Pastor Hold To Be True





God created for the purpose of glorifying Himself through the manifestation of the unity of His attributes.


God is glorified everytime a person goes to heaven.


God is glorified everytime a person goes to hell.


Homosexuality is sin.


Lesbianism is sin.


Homosexuality is learned; it is not genetic.


My attitude toward homosexuality should be the same as God’s attitude toward homosexuality.


I am required by God to treat homosexuality no differently than any other sin.


Same sex marriages violate God’s plan for marriage, and as such, is evil.


Jesus Christ is in control of history.


Vengeance belongs to the Lord, not the Church or any member of it.


Christian activism is wrong.  It s not a part of God’s solutions to human problems.


Members of the body of Christ are frequently guilty of sins that fall within the category “the seven things God hates the most, and not one of them mention homosexuality or same sex marriages.”  (Proverbs 6:16-19)


haughty eyes,


a lying tongue,


hands that shed innocent blood,


a heart that devises wicked plans,


feet that run rapidly to evil,


a false witness {who} utters lies,


one who spreads strife among brothers. (NAS)





I have a question.  If Christians can become so incensed about homosexuality and same sex marriages outside the church, why can’t they not join God in his hatred toward the sins of people inside the church whose modus vivendi is arrogance and a lying tongue; whose plans for the church are evil; who bear false witness against one another; and who spread discord among the brethren?





Listen again to Scripture:  (Religious people will not understand this.  Spiritual people will understand.)





1 Corinthians 5:9-13


9	I wrote you in my letter not to associate with immoral people;


10	I {did} not at all {mean} with the immoral people of this world, or with the covetous and swindlers, or with idolaters; for then you would have to go out of the world.


11	But actually, I wrote to you not to associate with any so-called brother if he should be an immoral person, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or a swindler-- not even to eat with such a one.


12	For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Do you not judge those who are within {the church} 


13	But those who are outside, God judges. Remove the wicked man from among yourselves. (NAS)





1 Corinthians 5:9-13


9	I have written you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people--


10	not at all meaning the people of this world who are immoral, or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters. In that case you would have to leave this world.


11	But now I am writing you that you must not associate with anyone who calls himself a brother but is sexually immoral or greedy, an idolater or a slanderer, a drunkard or a swindler. With such a man do not even eat.


12	What business is it of mine to judge those outside the church? Are you not to judge those inside?


13	God will judge those outside. "Expel the wicked man from among you." (NIV)





1 Corinthians 5:9-13


9	I wrote to you in my epistle not to keep company with sexually immoral people.


10	Yet I certainly did not mean with the sexually immoral people of this world, or with the covetous, or extortioners, or idolaters, since then you would need to go out of the world.


11	But now I have written to you not to keep company with anyone named a brother, who is sexually immoral, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or an extortioner-- not even to eat with such a person.


12	For what have I to do with judging those also who are outside? Do you not judge those who are inside?


13	But those who are outside God judges. Therefore "put away from yourselves the evil person." (NKJ)





I want to ask you a question.  Who does the Christian judge?  Homosexuals outside the church or sinners inside the church?  God judges the outsider.  Christians judge the insider!





Might I say that in our country, today, the reason this is not being practiced is because one carnal believer finds it difficult to pass judgment upon another carnal believer.  This passage implies spiritual believers within the local church.





The boundary of freedom:  One man’s freedom ends where another man’s freedom begins.  This means that no person is free to usurp another person’s freedom.


Environment does not determine the outcome of your children.


Children from good neighborhoods have turned out bad.


Children from bad neighborhoods have turned out good.





The Freedom Factor In The Same Sex Marriage Issue





 1.	You are one person on one planet in the angelic conflict and volition is the issue.





 2.	Man was created by God with volition.





 3.	Volition implies the capacity to make choices.





 4.	Volition implies the capacity to choose for or against something, therefore, we can speak of volition with a positive and a negative pole.





A.	By definition, with the positive pole, choices are made FOR truth.





B.	By definition, with the negative pole, choices are made AGAINST truth.





 5.	Capacity to choose, FOR or AGAINST anything is tantamount to freedom.





 6.	Freedom implies capacity to choose.





 7.	Since God created man with volition, this means that God created man with freedom of choice.





 8.	Man is referred to as a FREE moral agent.  The reason:  God created man with volition and has established rules for man to follow.





A.	God has created man with volition which establishes freedom.





B.	God has established rules for man to follow which establishes the possibility for both morality and immorality.





C.	Because man is a FREE moral agent, God allows man to make bad/wrong choices.





 9.	If anything in life hinders a person’s capacity to choose FOR or AGAINST anything, the hindered one is no longer a free moral agent.





10.	If anyone in life hinders another person’s capacity to choose FOR or AGAINST anything, the hindered one is no longer a free moral agent.





11.	The existence of things divinely prohibited does not remove freedom.





12.	Divine prohibition simply establishes what God considers to be bad/wrong choices.





13.	Divine discipline for those who violate God’s prohibitions does not remove man’s freedom.  Divine discipline is punishment for making bad/wrong choices.








The United States of America, Its Constitution and the Bible





 1.	There is one legal document, and one legal document alone, that guides this nation and its populous as a whole, and that document is the Constitution of the United States -- not the Bible -- but the Constitution of the United States.





A.	Our Constitution permits the Bible, but . . .


B.	Our Constitution does not establish or promote the Bible as this nation’s rule and guide.


C.	Our Constitution permits Christianity, but . . .


D.	Our Constitution does not establish or promote Christianity as this nation’s spiritual way of life.





(Quote the constitution here.)





 2.	Our constitution establishes freedom as the most basic modus operandi of this nation.





While our Constitution has ESTABLISHED freedom as the most basic modus operandi of the nation, it has taken our court system, civil rights movements, acts of civil disobedience, Christian activism and sometimes violent uprisings in our nation’s communities to call attention to the fact that personal freedom provided for the constituents of this nation by our Constitution is a reality for some, but not a reality for all.





 3.	The Bible also establishes FREEDOM as the modus operandi of human race, and the concept of freedom is inherent in man’s volition.  (In other words, freedom is the environment in which life is lived.)





 4.	The Bible relates MORALITY to modus vivendi.  (In other words, morality is associated with the manner in which life is lived.)





 5.	In this discussion, the modus operandi and modus vivendi of other nations is not an issue.  The issue, here, is the United States of America.





 6.	Our Constitution provides the freedom necessary for the free expression of every possible religion wherein the practice of that religion does not infringe upon the freedom of those persons who have not aligned themselves with that religion.





 7.	The Bible sets forth the Mosaic Law as the guidelines for the nation of Israel and it sets forth the Royal family Honor Code as the guidelines for the Church (the royal family of God).





 8.	Since the Bible sets forth instructions for Christian living, these instructions constitute the guidelines for Christian MORALITY.





 9.	Our Constitution does not establish Christian morality as the standard of morality for the people of this nation.





10.	Our Constitution does not establish any form of morality as a standard of morality for the people of this nation.  That’s the very nature of our constitution. 





Establishing a Concept of Morality





 1.	Concerning the words moral, morality and morally in the Bible:





moral	morality	morally	


KJV	0	0	0


NKJV	1	0	0


NAS	2	0	0


NIV	1	0	0


RSV	0	0	0


TLB	3	0	1





 2.	Concerning the words immoral, immorality and immorally in the Bible:





immoral	immorality	immorally


KJV	0	0	0


NKJV	10	21	0


NAS	10	25	1


NIV	10	21	0


RSV	7	11	1


TLB	12	8	0





 3.	Morality is determined by the standard accepted as one’s modus vivendi, therefore, morality is relative, and not absolute.





How I Am Using the Terms Truth and Morality





 1.	Truth is absolute because truth comes from God who is immutable.





 2.	Morality is relative because it relates to standards that differ from one group of people to another.





The Relationship of Freedom to Morality





 1.	Freedom relates to modus operandi (a method of operation).





 2.	Morality relates to modus vivendi (a method of living).








What Are the Biblical Repsonses to the Issue of Same Sex Marriages





 1.	Recognize that God knows what is going on. 





 2.	The solution to the problem of same sex marriages is the renewed mind of a same sex marriage advocate, not legislation, not intimidation, not coercion.





(Without a Constitutional Amendment, legislation against same sex marriages will pass Supreme Court scrutiny.)





 3.	Agape love should be manifested by the born-again believer. (The Christian who says he/she can’t manifest agape love, can’t because he/she doesn’t want to manifest agape love.)





 4.	Apply doctrine in your own life and let God handle the situation of same sex marriages.





 5.	As spiritual men and women, preach the truth about homosexuality and same sex marriages.





 6.	As you cry out against same sex marriages, make certain you have the beam out of your own eye.





 7.	Avoid Christian activism.  Christian activism usurps God’s prerogative of handling the situation.





 8.	Make certain you are giving your own children the truth.





 9.	Make certain you are a living example of the truth before your children.





