AMERICA, WAKE UP!!





SCHOOL SHOOTINGS





Introduction





The following information is provided to my congregation following the school shooting at Columbine High School in Littleton, Colorado.
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Teen-agers and risks





Headline:  Study says bedrocks remain family and school





May 21, 1998


Web posted at: 9:09 p.m. EDT (0109 GMT)


Originally published October 6, 1997





ROCHESTER, Minnesota (MAYO CLINIC) -- It's not hard to find discouraging news about American teen-agers. Too many young people face academic failure, violence, suicide, pregnancy, sexually transmitted disease, alcohol, tobacco and other drug abuse.





But now an enormous research project offers a new perspective on high-risk behavior by adolescents -- a perspective that comes from the teen-agers themselves.  The study concludes that the most effective way to protect young people from unhealthy or dangerous behaviors is for parents to be involved in their lives.





"It gives a very clear message that you as a parent have to stay involved," says Robert W. Blum, M.D., a co-author of the report, published in the September 10, 1997, issue of the Journal of the American Medical Association (JAMA).  "You can't buy into the myth that you are no longer relevant in your children's lives."





A huge undertaking





How did the researchers reach this conclusion? First, they had more than 90,000 adolescents fill out questionnaires. Then they conducted face-to-face interviews in the homes of more than 12,000 of those


students, grades 7 through 12. When the interviews dealt with sensitive subjects, the students listened to questions through earphones and plugged their responses directly into laptop computers to keep their answers confidential.





The questions covered key areas of risk: emotional distress; suicidal thoughts or behavior; use of marijuana, alcohol and tobacco; perpetration of violence; early first sexual experience; and pregnancy.





Nearly across the board, students who reported feeling "connected" to parents and school were less likely to engage in such behaviors.  While not entirely surprising, the results confirm that traditional bedrocks remain important even when it seems that teen influences are spiraling beyond the control of family and school.





Little messages add up





The study defined family "connectedness" as feeling loved, wanted and cared about by parents and being satisfied with the relationship to the mother and/or father.





It's estimated that American young people have lost parental time by an average of 10 to 12 hours of week since 1960, largely because of workforce pressures of parents.  Dr. Blum, director of the Division of General Pediatrics and Adolescent Health at the University of Minnesota School of Medicine, Minneapolis, Minn., provides concrete examples of how parents can foster connectedness despite a busy work week.





"Kids repeatedly told us that small messages are important," he says.  "The messages are given by a note on the refrigerator that says: 'Good luck on your test today.' The messages are given by a hug. The messages are given by saying: 'How was your date last night?' The message is parents showing concern, showing that what goes on in the child's life matters."





Dr. Blum says these daily connections are as effective in single-parent families as they are in two-parent families. In focus groups, many of the teen-agers told researchers that such little messages often meant more than family activities such as going out together.





He adds that there is a strong correlation between adolescents who feel connected to home and those who also feel connected to school. The study defined connectedness with school as feeling that teachers treat students fairly, feeling close to others at school and perceiving oneself as part of the school. "Generally, kids who feel connected to school are much more likely to feel connected at home, and kids who perform better in school are the ones who are told at home that school is important," Dr. Blum says.





Not a script for life





The study describes family and school connectedness as "protective" factors in the development of teen-agers.  This means that, overall, teen-agers who perceive such connectedness tend to engage in fewer risky behaviors than do their peers who do not perceive themselves as connected. Of course, the study found a great deal of individual variance. "When you look at the long term, many kids who are engaged in high-risk behavior turn out pretty well," Dr. Blum adds. "These high-risk behaviors don't necessarily write a life-long script."





Challenging some common beliefs





Some people argue that: 





Children who grow up in homes where alcohol is present are more likely to become responsible drinkers as adults.





Children who grow up in homes with firearms are more likely to become responsible gun owners as adults.





Children who work long hours are likely to benefit from the "real-world" experience and responsibility.





The study casts doubt on these beliefs -- at least when you look at the overall numbers.  It found:





Alcohol being readily available in the home is associated with more frequent use of alcohol by the teen-agers who live there.  (About 18 percent of respondents reported drinking alcohol more than once monthly.)





Likewise, teen-agers with easy household access to cigarettes were more likely to smoke than teen-agers from tobacco-free homes.





The same held true for marijuana. (More than 25 percent of respondents called themselves cigarette smokers, and about 13 percent said they had smoked marijuana in the previous month.)





Adolescents with easy household access to firearms were more likely to perpetrate violence and have suicidal thoughts.  About one in four respondents reported living in homes where guns are easily accessible.





Working more than 20 hours a week during the school year was associated with higher amounts of emotional distress, increased use of cigarettes, alcohol and marijuana, as well as earlier sexual debut. (About 18 percent of students surveyed, grades 9 through 12, reported working more than 20 hours a week during the school year.)





List of Recent School Shootings Involving U.S. Schools


By The Associated Press


As of April 20 3:04 PM ET





April 16, 1999 - A high school sophomore fired two shotgun blasts in a school hallway in Notus, Idaho. No one injured.





May 21, 1998 - Two teen-agers are fatally shot and more than 20 people are hurt when 15-year-old boy allegedly opens fire at high school in Springfield, Ore.  His parents are found slain at their home.  He is awaiting trial.





May 19, 1998 - Three days before his graduation, an 18-year-old honor student allegedly opens fire in parking lot at high school in Fayetteville, Tenn., killing a classmate who was dating his ex-girlfriend.  He is awaiting trial.





April 24, 1998 - A science teacher is shot to death in front of students at eighth-grade graduation dance in Edinboro, Pa.  A 14-year-old student awaits trial.





March 24, 1998 - Four girls and a teacher are shot to death and 10 people wounded during false fire alarm at middle school in Jonesboro, Ark., when two boys, 11 and 13, open fire from the woods.  Both are convicted in juvenile court of murder and can be held up to age 21.





Dec. 1, 1997 - Three students are killed and five others wounded in a hallway at Heath High School in West Paducah, Ky.  A 14-year-old student is arrested.  One of the wounded girls is left paralyzed.





Oct. 1, 1997 - A 16-year-old boy in Pearl, Miss., is accused of killing his mother, then going to his high school and shooting nine students, two fatally.  He is sentenced to life in prison.  Two others await trial on accessory charges.





School House Hype:  School shootings and the real risks kids face in America.


By Elizabeth Donohue, Vincent Schiraldi, and Jason Ziedenberg





"This recent series of killings in our schools has seared the heart of America about as much as anything I


can remember in a long, long time." -President Bill Clinton, July 7, 1998.





"You never know when it's going to be one of your kids." -A parent, interviewed after the Springfield, Oregon school shooting.





Introduction





During the 1997-98 school year, the American public was riveted by the images:  small town and suburban schools taped off by police-lines, paramedics rushing to wheel tiny bodies away on gurneys and kids being carted off in hand-cuffs.  As the national news media poured into Pearl, Mississippi; West Paducah, Kentucky; Jonesboro, Arkansas; Edinboro, Pennsylvania and Springfield, Oregon; the magnified coverage of these highly unusual crime stories turned into what some news outlets described as "an all-too-familiar story" or "another in a recent trend."  Even a non-fatal shooting in Richmond, Virginia garnered national headlines in June because it occurred in a high school hallway during final exams.





In the following months, policy makers reacted abruptly to what they perceived to be a huge swing in public opinion: a moral panic swept the country as parents and children suddenly feared for their safety at school.  As one parent recently put it:





"It scares me to death that I'm sending my child to a school...and in light of getting an education, I may end up burying her."





A middle school principal from a community that has experienced a 26 percent drop in juvenile crime - a community that hasn't had a murder arrest of an adult or juvenile in two years - warned a reporter after the Jonesboro shooting, "It could happen any place."





There Is an Attempt to Downplay the Seriousness of School Related Murders





In the communities in which these tragic shootings have occurred, they are atypical events.





Eighty-five percent of all the communities in America recorded no juvenile homicides in 1995, and 93.4 percent recorded one or no juvenile arrests for murder.





Three times as many juvenile homicide victims are killed by adults as by other juveniles, and only about 3 percent of U.S. murders consist of a person under 18 killing another person under 18.





The best data on the very specific threat of school-associated violent death reveals that children face a one in a million chance of being killed at school.





Other research shows that the number of school shooting deaths have declined slightly since 1992.





To give the reader a sense of the idiosyncratic nature of these events, the number of children killed by gun violence in schools is about half the number of Americans killed annually by lightning strikes.





This is not to say that our children face no threats to their safety in society or in schools.





However, with all the media coverage these school shootings have received, we have not witnessed the kind of reporting or analysis needed to give worried parents or concerned policy makers the context by which to judge the safety of our institutions of learning.





Concern among school administrators has reached such a fever pitch that children are now being expelled or suspended from school for making fake threats to harm the musical band "The Spice Girls" and "Barney" the purple dinosaur.





National Center for Education Statistics' Violence and Discipline Problems


in U.S. Public Schools, 1996-97





Count of School Shooting Deaths





1992-93	55 deaths


1993-94	51 deaths


1994-95	20 deaths


1995-96	35 deaths


1996-97	25 deaths


1997-98	40 deaths





A recent study published by the National Center for Education Statistics also evidences the relatively safe and stable environment that American public schools provide.





My note: Tell this to the parents of those who have died!!





The amount of crime differed according to the instructional level of the school.


Secondary schools were found to have a higher incidence of crime than elementary schools.





21 percent of high schools reported one or more serious crimes


19 percent of middle schools


  4 percent of elementary schools





Student Opinion: Students' Reports of School Crime: 1989-1995, Metropolitan Life Survey





According to a joint study by the U.S. Department of Education and U.S. Department of Justice, students perceive their schools as having low rates of crime.





Hours and Location of Victimization





Another indication that schools remain a relatively safe haven for our children is the fact that 90 percent of all childhood deaths occur in and around the home and not in school.





According to data compiled by the National Safe Kids Campaign, unintentional shootings among children are most likely to occur at times when children are unsupervised.





Peak hours for these shootings are not during school hours but rather after school between 4 and 5 p.m.; during the late afternoon; on weekends; over the summer months of June, July and August; or during the holiday seasons of November and December.





50 percent of childhood unintentional shooting deaths occur in the home of the victim and approximately 40 percent occur in the home of a friend or relative.





In a 1997 U.S. Department of Justice survey of over a million "violence related" admissions to hospital


emergency rooms only 6 percent of the recorded "places of occurrence" were said to be a school.





By contrast, 48 percent of the injuries occurred at home, 29 percent at work and 15 percent on the streets.





Policy Responses





A number of recent public policy initiatives have been linked to the perception of rising school killings. These policy initiatives indicate that our concern with school shootings to the neglect of other child killings may be focusing attention in the wrong place.  These policy responses emanate from every level of government; from the school house to the state house to the White House.





1. Ending Afterschool Programs





2. Police Officers in Schools





3. School Expulsions and Suspensions





4. Trying Kids as Adults





Conclusions and Recommendations





A much more pressing issue for those concerned about the safety of children in America is the threat of everyday gun violence.





Recommendation 1:  Expand After-hours programs in schools


Recommendation 2:  Restricting Mass Gun Sales


Recommendation 3:  Context in the Media





America cannot set rational public policy in the important area of child killings without better information from the media.  No one expects the press to ignore tragic killings of kids, whether they occur on school grounds or in other places.  But the data contained in this report show that the public and policy makers are done a great disservice if they are led to believe that school houses are a primary locus for juvenile homicides in America.





Littleton, Colorado





It is a quintessential suburb of 35,000, where rolling farmland in the shadow of the Continental Divide is rapidly yielding to suburban sprawl and soccer fields.  A Republican stronghold, it was the site where Clinton opened the Summit of the Eight in 1997 with a campaign-style stop at the National Digital Television Center, a research arm of the telecommunications industry.





More than half of Littleton's adult residents have college or advanced degrees





The concern surrounding these school shootings are leading directly to the expulsion and suspension of students for minor, sometimes even non criminal acts.





Two elementary school students in Tyrone, Georgia were suspended for composing a list of people they wanted to harm.  Targeted victims on the list included the Spice Girls and Barney, the purple dinosaur.





In Parsippany, New Jersey, a 7th grader was discovered to have a list entitled "People I Would Want Gone," of 20 classmates and teachers.  The 13 year old was placed under house arrest and must undergo psychiatric treatment as a result.





In Mesa, Arizona, 8th grader Raymond Granillo was suspended from school for 9 days for writing a story about an escaped convict who kills a teacher, 2 students and a janitor.  The mother of the writer said, "They're overreacting.  They're paranoid because of everything that's going around.  That's the bottom line."





A 15 year old from Ocean County, New Jersey was arrested for a drawing he made of a man in the cross hairs of a rifle sight.  The Pinelands Regional High School freshman was charged with making terroristic threats and was also suspended from school for at least 10 days.





In North Smithfield, Rhode Island, three 5th graders were suspended for the rest of the school year because they were overheard talking about how to plant a bomb in the building.  No explosives or bombing plans were found.





One survey of a computer database of newspaper stories found that between May 1 and July 1, 1998 there were a total of 216 stories of separate incidents of student suspension and expulsions, ranging from children writing notes that say, "kill, kill, kill," to a child being suspended for opening up a school computer with a pen-knife.





Setting aside concerns for freedom of speech, most educators and criminologists would warn against using expulsions and suspensions as a crime control mechanism, unless there is an authentic threat.  If anything, kicking kids out of school for pranks will place them in harm's way and may contribute to more intense forms of delinquency as they miss out on education and become social pariahs.





Pope Shocked by School Shootings


Wednesday April 21 7:56 AM ET





VATICAN CITY (AP) - Pope John Paul II was ``deeply shocked'' by the deadly rampage in a suburban Denver high school and has called on American society to promote respect for human life, the Vatican said today.





It said John Paul expressed the hope that American society will react ``by committing itself to promoting and transmitting the moral vision and the values which alone can ensure respect for the inviolable dignity of human life.''





Clinton Offers Federal Help After School Shootings


Tuesday April 20 10:00 PM ET





WASHINGTON (Reuters) - President Clinton Tuesday deplored the killing of more than 20 people by teen-aged gunmen at a Colorado high school and said the federal government would provide any assistance needed in the aftermath of the crime.





He said a federal ``crisis response team is ready now to travel to Colorado, and I strongly believe that we should do whatever we can to get enough counselors to the families and the children as quickly as possible.''





After speaking with officials in Colorado to offer federal assistance, Clinton said he thought that ``perhaps now America would wake up to the dimensions of this challenge.''





After a series of mass shootings at schools, Clinton last year issued federal guidelines to help localities identify potentially dangerous youths and provide them with counseling.





My note:  What's wrong with the biblical guidelines?





``We do know that we must do more to reach out to our children and teach them to express their anger and to resolve their conflicts with words, not weapons,'' Clinton said.





``And we do know we have to do more to recognize the early warning signs that are sent before children act violently,'' he said.





White House officials said Clinton had no immediate plans to take action to deal with deadly violence in schools, where metal detectors increasingly have been installed to keep weapons from being smuggled in.





``Tonight I think the American people ought to be thinking about those folks in Littleton (Colorado),'' Clinton said. ''Tomorrow and in the days ahead, we'll have a little more time to kind of gather ourselves and our determination and go back at this again.''





Last year Clinton said he would ask Congress to create an emergency response program for violence in schools comparable to the Federal Emergency Management Agency, which responds to natural disasters.





The program would send a team to communities to help them deal with school violence. The team would help schools improve security and would provide counseling for students, faculty and families.





That proposal was prompted by a rash of school shootings in Paducah, Kentucky; Edinboro, Pennsylvania; Pearl, Mississippi; Jonesboro, Arkansas; and Springfield, Oregon.





My note:  More government.





My Notes (JAB)





``And we do know we have to do more to recognize the early warning signs that are sent before children act violently,'' he said. (President Clinton)





Find the statement above that says that schools have acted foolishly in expelling kids for talking about this.





Teen Gunman Described As a Follower


Wednesday April 21 8:26 PM ET


By STEVEN K. PAULSON


Associated Press Writer





LITTLETON, Colo. (AP) - Columbine High School gunman Dylan Klebold was a follower, not a leader, who went astray after he met Eric Harris, friends say.





In Cub Scouts, he was a bright, dedicated boy who worked hard for his badges.  He also got along well with his older brother.





But four years ago, he met Harris, who died along with him in the school library Tuesday after launching a gun-and-bomb attack on fellow students.





``Dylan was real quiet, real smart,'' said Nick Baumgart, 17, a senior who met Klebold in grade school. ``When Eric and Dylan got together, Eric changed Dylan's demeanor.  Dylan was a follower, who was constantly looking for someone to lead.''





The two got their own home computers, and linked them with modems.





``They had death matches with violent computer games, matching computer to computer,'' Baumgart said. ``I don't believe violent video games lead to violence, but this was different.  They'd play these games for hours and hours and hours.''





Baumgart said that Klebold, 17, was respectful to his teachers and did well in school, and that too much has been made of the fact that he joined Harris in a group called the ``Trenchcoat Mafia.''





My note: This is just another teenager rationalizing away thew early warning signs of a serious problem.





``These were just a few kids who felt a little outcast,'' he said.  ``It was just a way for them to get together.''





My note:  ". . . a little outcast?"





Baumgart said the two killers weren't menacing to other students, ``but you didn't want them mad at you.''





``I sure didn't think they'd kill people,'' he said.





Klebold drove a beat-up BMW with a sticker for the hard-rock band Nine-Inch Nails. He liked sports, and was a big fan of the Boston Red Sox, said Andrew Beard, a fellow student.  But he hated ``jocks'' in school who teased him.





``Dylan said he hated the jocks, and how they could walk over people and thought they were tough,'' Beard said.





John House, 17, a senior, said he refused to associate with Klebold after he joined the Trenchcoat Mafia.  





``I went bowling with him, and when he would do something good, he would shout, `Heil Hitler!' and throw up his hand,'' House said.  ``It just made everyone mad.''





The Klebold family issued a statement late Wednesday through a Denver law firm.





``We cannot begin to convey our overwhelming sense of sorrow for everyone affected by this tragedy,'' it said. ``Our thoughts, prayers and heartfelt apologies go out to the victims, their families, friends, and the entire community.  ``Like the rest of the country, we are struggling to understand why this happened, and ask that you please respect our privacy during this painful grieving period.'' 





Poll: More parents worried about school safety


April 22, 1999


Web posted at: 12:23 a.m. EDT (0423 GMT)





WASHINGTON (AllPolitics, April 22) -- In the wake of the tragedy in Littleton, Colorado, a majority of American parents now fear for the safety of their children at school, according to the latest CNN/USA Today/Gallup Poll. 





The survey of 659 adult Americans was conducted April 21 and has a margin of sampling error of plus or minus four percentage points.





How likely is it that similar school shootings could happen in your community? 





 Very likely  30%


 Somewhat likely   38%


 Not likely   29%





Are the recent school shootings an indication that there is something seriously wrong in the United States?





 Yes  79%


 No  17%





Do you fear for your child's safety at school? (Asked of parents of school-aged children) 





Now  55%


1998  37%


1977  24%





How much do you blame each of the following for incidents like the shootings in Littleton, Colorado?





 Deserves great deal of blame for  shootings:





 Availability of guns    60%


 Parents    51%


 TV, movies and music    49%


 Teen pressure    43%


 The Internet    34%


 Media coverage    34%


 Schools    11%





Do you blame the availability of guns for school shootings? 





 Great deal  60%


 Moderate amount  19%


 Not much  9%


 Not at all  9%





Do you blame parents for school shootings?   





 Great deal  51%


 Moderate amount  33%


 Not much  10%


 Not at all  4%





Do you blame TV, movies or music? 





 Great deal  49%


 Moderate amount  30%


 Not much  14%


 Not at all  6%





Do you blame the social pressure teens face? 





 Great deal  43%


 Moderate amount  36%


 Not much  13%


 Not at all  5%





Do you blame the Internet? 





 Great deal  34%


 Moderate amount  30%


 Not much  18%


 Not at all  11%





Do you blame media coverage? 





 Great deal  34%


 Moderate amount  40%


 Not much  14%


 Not at all  9%





Do you blame schools? 





 Great deal  11%


 Moderate amount  35%


 Not much  30%


 Not at all  22%





How effective are each of the following as a way to stop school violence? 





 Teen gun control  62%


 Counseling  60%


 Metal detectors  53%


 Regulation of TV, film violence  52%


 Regulation of Internet  50%


 Dress codes  36%


 Body searches  34%





Do you think the government and society can take effective action to prevent similar shootings from happening? 





 Yes  53%


 No  43%





Related stories:





Teen jailed after Oregon high school shooting spree - May 21, 1998 


Blood stains Oregon high school - May 21, 1998 


Expelled student held in Oregon shooting - May 21, 1998 


1 killed, 25 wounded in Oregon school shooting - May 21, 1998 


1 death reported in Oregon high school shooting - May 21, 1998 


Violent crime rising at U.S. schools - April 12, 1998 


School shootings have high profile but occur infrequently - March 25, 1998 


Violence against U.S. kids is common - March 25, 1998 


Survey:  Serious violence at 10 percent of schools - March 19, 1998 





Headline:  Panel probing school shootings finds no easy solutions


May 21, 1998


Web posted at: 11:06 p.m. EDT (0306 GMT)





From Justice Department Correspondent Pierre Thomas





WASHINGTON (CNN) -- After a schoolyard shooting in Jonesboro, Arkansas, shocked the nation in March, Attorney General Janet Reno convened a panel of experts, at the behest of President Clinton, to look at ways to prevent similar tragedies. 





The panel, with officials from education and law enforcement, has met twice, including once with Clinton. Participant Dennis Kenney, director of research for the Police Executive Research Forum, said panelists discussed a variety of solutions -- "after-school programs, mental health counseling, student problem solving." 





But what they all quickly realized was the sobering truth that there are no quick solutions -- no cookie-cutter federal program likely to solve what appear to be localized incidents. 





And as the string of school shootings has continued beyond Jonesboro, one question the panel is wrestling with is whether troubled kids may be mimicking earlier shooting rampages. 





"One thing that came up in the session ... is whether or not there is some type of copycat phenomenon," White House spokesman Mike McCurry said. "We don't know the answer to that.  We don't know enough about this incident today [in Oregon] to know what is suggested by way of motive." 





While most U.S. schools are safe, a recent study by the U.S. Department of Education revealed some troubling signs. 





Ten percent of the nation's schools reported one or more violent crimes in the 1996-1997 school year, including murder, suicide, rape, robbery and fights involving weapons. 





Some experts believe that what's been happening in schools is simply a spillover of the larger societal problem of juvenile violence. 





"We've surveyed teachers and students in schools all over the country -- in small schools, big schools and rural schools -- and we get significant levels of teacher concerns and student fears," said John Firman, director of research for the International Association of Chiefs of Police. 





Juvenile crime began climbing in 1987 and has fallen only in the last two years.  Still, some experts say the numbers remain intolerably high.





In 1996, nearly 93,000 juveniles were charged in violent crimes -- a number 60 percent higher than a decade ago. In 1996 alone, more than 2,000 juveniles were charged with murder. 





My Note:  Something That Needs Our Consideration


Don't be quick to pigeon-hole!!





Many media organizations have been incorrectly labelling the suspects in Tuesday's tragic Colorado school shootings/murders, as "Goths."  (Please note that wearing black, and/or listening to Marilyn Manson, does NOT make one Gothic.  Suicidal goths kill themselves, not others; and the overwhelming majority of goths are stable, nonsuicidal individuals who are productive members of society - Ed).





School shootings have high profile but occur infrequently


March 25, 1998


Web posted at: 11:01 p.m. EST (0401 GMT)





(CNN) -- While there have been several school shootings in the news this school year, they are still relatively rare, according to recent Department of Education statistics. 





My note:  Should this be comforting?  Especially to the parents who have a child in the public school system?





In a report issued in March, the department reports that 10 percent of public schools reported one or more serious violent crimes during the 1996-97 school year.  The figure was 8 percent for rural schools such as the middle school in Jonesboro, Arkansas. 





Serious violent crimes include murder, rape, sexual battery, suicide, an attack with a weapon or robbery.





Attacks with weapons accounted for almost 11,000 incidents in public schools during the 1996-97 school year.  There were no figures available for the number that resulted in death though the department says murders "are believed to have a very low incidence."





Not surprisingly, public middle schools reported fewer incidents of crime than high schools but more incidents than elementary schools.





Overall, homicide ranks as a leading cause of death among young people, accounting for 20 percent of all deaths in the 10-24 age group, according to figures from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.


